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INTRODUCTION

Since Septester 1380 there bave been more thanm thirty
Plowshares disarsament actions. Often stemming from the Catholic
Left, participants typically pour blood and use haspers to “beat
swords into plowshares.® Nuclear missiles, subparines, and Rapid
peployment Force helicopters have all been disarmed.

Conspiracy indictments and Grand Jury subpoenaes were issoed
recently in several western states as the authorities try to get
back at Earth Pirst! for the widespread enwironmentalist sabotage
known as "eco-tage* or " enching®.

From 1382 to 1385 the Ped Guerrilla Resistance and other
groups bombed military and corporate buildings, incloding a Navy
sar games computer, and following the 1583 invasion of Grenada,
the U.S. Capitol. No people were injured in any of these attacks.
Communigues accompanying the actions condesn U.S. domestic
repression, support liberation stroggles in Sooth Africa, the
Middle Bast, and Central Aperica, and challenge us all as

activists: "Resistance is not only an act of solidarity - it is
the basis for cur own revolutionary movesment.® (Armed Resistance
Cnit 4/26/83)

What 30 these and other exasples pean tO US as activists?
Eow can we sake Sure our Organizations Cam SuIvive Spying,
courter-intelligence *dirty tricks®, and cutright repressiom?
wat kinds of militant direct action are appropriste to our
politics (and our time and place)}? And how cam we build a
revolet ionary movement SO we aren t just isclated specks drifting
in American culture? This pamphlet is an attespt tO explore these
guestions.

FOR SWOFDS INTO PLOWSHASES THE HAMMER HAS TO FALL

we've heard the prophet’s cry of old ring thru the
prison wall/ We’ve waited thirty centuries to bear that
basmer fall/ If we think we've got thirty more we canmot
bear at all/ For swords imto plowshares the hasmer bhas ¢
fall...(Charlie King, on Rainbow Shake records)
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Plowshares actions are a tradition of moral witness
through direct action linked to draft board and corporate office
raids during the Vietnam War. Philip and Damiel perrigan and Tom
lewis burned Selective Service records with homesade napalm in
Catonsville Maryland in 1969, in one of the first such actions of
the Vietnam war. The two Berrigans acted again with the
Plowshares 8 in 1980 inm King of Prussia Pemnsylvania, destroying
missile reentry nosecones for a first-strike nuclear system. Tom
Lewis, an artist and teacher, acted with the Tramsfiguration
Plowshares on Hiroshima Day 1987.

mmmnmmmummmmuum
between non-violent witmess and clandestime resistance. Several
of the Catonsville 9 went underground to awoid sestencing and to
make clear their rejection of judicial authority. Damiel Berrigan
corresponded by cassette tape with Weather
mmm-.mmmmofmmneQue
at the time of how much she had been influenced by the exasple of
women of the WIO.

Resistance to the war escalated until tens of thousands of
files were destroyed at a time, the records of entire draft
boards, contribet ing significantly to the eventual near breakdown
of the draft. The initial actions were "stand-around*.
participants waited at the scene to be arrested. Later, series of
*nit-and-run® actions began as well. As a non-violemt tactic it
mwwbqudthuuwm.mnimm
incloded a Buddhist and a cospunist who resain friends today.

The 1971 liberation (by persons unknown) of the files of the
Media Permsylvania PRI office first documented the government s
COINTELFRO program, which began with surveillance and distuptive
peasures such as ancnymous letters introducing false but
pmuetmndmim.usesmk tactics were often
effective in disrgpting orgamizations. The government soon
wmmwmﬁlmuuu&cm-
insurgency wars in Africa, Northern Ireland, Latin America, and
Vietnam.

Plowshares actions today express an anti-nuclear and
scpewbat anti-asthoritarian theclogy. The commmity has developed
an effective parallel between Nazi death casps and the waiting
noclear holocaust. The Trident Nein group remamed a Trident
schearine the *USS Aushwitz, An Oven Without Walls® shile
damaging the missile launch tubes. Recalling the passive
cbedience or active collaboration of most German gentiles with
that country’s extermination of Jews, radicals, “non-aryans®, and
Ggay men, defendants at trial often mount 2 *justification® or
*necessity® defense. They turn trials into opportunities for
wum,-ﬂmthumuzimmm
come together at am earlier trial. Gersan law, courts, and Jjudges



gpheld the legality of the *Final Solution® Jjust as U.s. law,
courts, and judges protect the threat to all life from Pirst
Strike preparations, Star Wars, and the *Wimnable Nuclear War®.
Plosshares actions and related acts of civil discbedience provide
a soral alternative to being "Good Germams®, proving that
dispair, helplessness, and inaction are mot our only choices.
With the noclear age (and U.S. naclear superiority) some 45 years
old, these plowshares actions are the only acts of true nuclear

the battleship returned from the Persian Gulf. The Griffiss
Plowshares in 19683 hampered om a B-52 bosber. Groups have varied
in the amourt of damage they have chosen to inflict, and have
probably tended to more limited acts, but critical systems bave

compunities to lasbreaking and to concrete acts of solidarity.

The early Plowshares actions were fruits of the Alantic
Life Commnity, a religious, mostly Catholic East Coast network.
later acticns bave come from a broader geographic area. Several
have had a joist focus against noclear weapons and military
intervention in the Mid East and Central America. Plowshares has
gone international with actions in Sweden, Mostralia, the Pederal
Republic of Gersany, and Bolland, where Dexch activists have
taken sledge hampers to NF-S55 aircraft sold to Turkey for use
against Furdish maticnalists. Also related at least in spirit
were Lecnid Grosov s acts in the Soviet Union against military
trocks built for the sar in Afganistan. , =

A few bave not been faith based, such as the "White Rose’
wofanmmabymnmmﬁm m'y:,
Eomisarck. The original White Rose, an imspiration for Fatya
sany others, were a ssall ruimmdmmm’
organized and distriboted anti-Sazi Jeaflets unt ir capture
and execution in 1943, Several bocks tell their history, and 2
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movie about the White Rose resistance has
applauded both at Plowshares bemefits and events by amti-
isperialist groups.

The Plowshares cossunity has not yet seen the level of
repression that some other militant left
recently. There have been no Grand Jury investigations, thoough it
is bard to imagine a groop less intimidated by jail and better
able to subvert a courtroom. There have beem no comspiracy of

Last year there was an attespt by the FBI to tag Plowshares
vith the dreaded "terrorist® label. This government
terrorisn® is being used to defime the limits of acceptable
protest. This is why "terrorisa® now includes any active
resistance, while "freedom fighting® excuses comtra atrocities in
Nicaracua.

The Mlantic Life Cossumity and the Plowshares actions it
bas inspired have probably had their biggest impact in this
country on the religious cossunity. Bere, as in Latin Aper:ca,
the church is one of the biggest areas of support (or potemtial
support) and amalysis for the revolution. The Catholic Worker
movement, as close as amything in North America to Latin American
liberation theology and base cosmunities, owes no allegiance to
the state, feeds the bungry and shelters the homeless, and
suppocts illegal acts of protest and resistance. However the
Catholic, Christian, or at least theistic image that the AILC core
bas given to even peripheral plowshares style actions has
alienated support, and worse, has kept asay more explicitly
political potential participamts.

The ALC comtains a broad range of people but collectively
retains a strong residue of very traditional values. The most
visible sexual role models it offers are either the heterosexcal
monogamous couple with children, or celibacy. Sexuality
generally, and abortion specifically, are hotly controwersial
topics. There has been little opem discussion, probably for fear
of creating division. Some ALC mesbers hawe recently dore amti-
abortion civil discbedience. This may be provoking some open
debate at ALC gatherings, but it will do more to alienate
feminist, gay, and pro-sex forces from the ALC and the Plowshares
disarmament tendency.

Other parts of the movement could make powerful use of
plowshares-style acts of direct resistance and disarmament. That
this has not happened after 9 years speaks less to the
limitations of the ALC tham to the wispiness and lack of
commitpent of the movement in general, and our tendency in an
instant gratification culture to become either burned oot ex-
activists, or else movesent bureaucrats. One clear need is for us
to nurture strong political and personal relatiomships with the
pecple we live and work with, so that as ssall groups and
individuals we have the emctional strength to be in the struggle
*for the long hagl®, a task at shich the ALC does well.



preferred lefty bookshop if you are sensibly paranoid). Word
spread like prairie fire through radical and other
circles. “"Bayduke Lives!® Bere was shit you could do. mzam our

(in one city somecne somecne moved a set of markers
SO that idge abutments on a river were built

offset from cne another, causing a four month delay and costing
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$40,000 to replace). Bulldczer engines seized up from abrasives
in the 0il, and in one of the most ingenicus technigues,
clearcutting of forests was prevented by "inoculating trees
acainst saw mills® - tree-spiking.

Estipates are hard to come by in this kind of writing, but
around 15,000 copies of Boodefense have been sold, with orders
pouring in, and an awful Jot Of pecple are out using it. Whoever
the anonymous evil genius was who invented some of this stuff, it
has inspired and espowered thousands of others to “"pick up the
ronkeywrench®

Of the exasples of militant direct action we are looking at,
monkeywrenching has involved by far the most pecple. Plowshares
actions and political bombings in the 80's rely om hichly
educated and committed cadre type individuals, mostly from within
very small commnities. Bowever there are large numbers of
activists and revolutionaries out there who participate inm public
campaigns or civil discbedience, but w0 are mot interested in
long jail terms, life underground, death, or dismemberment .

It is easy to hear or read about sonkeywrenching and say
"Wow, we could do that too.® The tactic spreads throuch the
propeganda value of the action itself, and through how-to guides
and creative fiction. Monkeywrenching has become a widely known
[if still controwersial) tool, espowering the people who use and
refine it. If we can find ways to adapt and popularize it in new
areas, we will have done 2 lot towards a popular resistance
movement . For one thought, compoters are wulnerable, and are used
in ways oppressive to pecple with secretarial and word processing
jobs, and many other wockers. Soggestions, anyone?

Earth First! bas met its first serious repression. Dave
Foresan, editor of the Boodefense handbook, and until recently of
the Barth First! paper, was arrested in May 1989 with 3 others,
based on an infiltrator’s testimony. They are charged with
conspiracy to sabotage Rocky Flats (Dep t of Brergy plutonium
processing plant) and the Falo Verde and Diablo Camyon nuclear
power plants. Three pecple were apparently caught practicing how



to take down the massive power limes coming out of such
facilities. 16 pecple were subpoenaed to appear before federal
grand juries in Montana and Tucson beginming June 8, 1989.

Earth First! is not the only group to face this sort of
federal investigation recemtly. Grand juries are an importast
tool for the governmment. Dozens of people, wostly from the Black,
Puerto Rican, and anti-isperialist movements, have been Jailed
during the last 10 years inm political witch hunts directed
criminalizing the Left. and RICO (a law original
intended for prosecuting the mob) charges are common.
Earth First! does not always see itself as part of the
left, the goverrment certainly does. The EF! investigat
under federal "amti-terrorism® guidelines because of "criminal
acts... in furtherance of their political or social goals.®”

Whatever the drain on EFY resources these prosecutions say
be, monkeywrenching will only stop when wilderness and
biodiversity are safe. The most active momkeywrenchers keep quiet
about their work and probably are not active publicly.
Monkeywrenchers are hard to bust. There have been almost no
arrests in the past. The loose knit and far-flung nature of the
movement makes it very hard for the government to identify most
"potential® monkeywrenchers. The in Tucson were only
memmmmm.:uimumm
an infiltrator. The skills and desire to do eco-tage are spread
among enoush cowgirls, cowboys, and Sierra Clud members that
persecution of a few active EFlers won't stop much of the
activity.

Typical ecotage is mot cosplicated and does mot require a
large logistical pyramid (false i.d., safe places to store large
amcunts of saterials), so it is unlikely to be stumbled on by the
police or uncovered through luck and massive searches. The
Ecodefense handbook includes some good tips om security and
warnings about physical traces. Oting and striking tools leave
distinctive microscopic *fingerprints®, for exasple, so don’t put
your bolt cutters and chisel back in the basement the morning
after. Grease and dirt from a stricken machine can be matched to
that rubbed off on tools or clothes, so be careful. There is an
excellent book titled Without A Trace, (Partisam Press, 1980,
P.0. Box 2133 Seattle, WA 96111) that describes this sort of
police scientific ability. It is cut of date in a few details,
and probably out of print. We hope that somecne will undertake
reprinting the book.

Earth First! has been pretty good at maintaining a
decentralized and non-heirarchical character. There is no core or
central office deciding what will happen. There is a strong
network of locally irwolwved le and groups, and a vibrant
interral debate over feminism, biocentrism, and the short-sighted
and bigotted positions some EFiers have taken. Barth First! has
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to radical ecology. This has allowed respect and a certain amommt

We inside the U.S. are in the belly of the beast. Solidarity
is growing, but alongside our protest we must build an
active resistance to the U.S. war machine. The growing
militarization of cur society means that the military is
everywhere - and vulnerable to ocur action. Recruiting
stations dot neighborboods, ROTC functions on casmpuses,
factories prodoce the weapons, military bases train the men.
Fesistance is mot only an act of solidarity - it is the
basis for our own revolutionary movement. (Armed Resistance
Onit: 4/26/83 basbing of Army War College)

The 1980°s have seen a mumber of attespts by shite
Nocthamericans to build and saintain clandestine groupings in
support of Third wWorld liberation struggles. These groups, the



A0, ®ed Guerrilla Resistance, United Freedom Froot, and others,
have bombed corporate and govermment offices and military
facilities. These attacks hawve been carefully plamned not to
cause personal injury, and warning calls preceed each explosion.
From the placement and ssall amounts of explosives used it seess
the purpose of the bombings is as such for propaganda as for
sabotage or substantial material destruction. The United Freedom
Front attacked a nusber of New York area companies loding IBM
{sapplies computers to the South Africam military and securit
police), Mctorcla (classified electronics, and fuses for anti-
persornel cluster bombs) and Gemeral Electric (the fourth largest
military contractor in the U.S., and aircraft and sachine gun
sopplier to the Salvadoran Air Force). One attack by the Armed

revolot i movement, to see our solidarity work (amd other
Fn'!itiag work) as the basis for radical struggle bere and now,
uniting support for Third World liberation with cur own stroogles
at home.

Wby do we need a clandestine capablity? Many activists in
the U.S. have a strange idea that somehow clandestinity is
incospat ible with political organizing and mass struggle. This
idea is a wvictory for the repressive forces of the state. It
divides the movement and dancerously isolates people who engage
in militant action, and it leaves the public movement wulnerable
to repression. The powerful Gersan Socialist Party (SPD) and its
armed paramilitary wing were pegtralized by the Kazis in one
mooth in 1933. Bvery office and mewspaper was raided, leaders and
editors sent to Dachau, and subscription and mesbership lists
seized, though cosrades managed to burn the lists in some towns.
Neither the Socialist nor the Cosmunist Parties had prepared for
underground existence. They failed im more fundamental ways as
well. They bhad failed to understand fascism politically, and so
were unable to defend themselves politically as well as
tactically. Deprived of leaders and of their accustomed lesal
political orgams, party members were left confused and unable to
adapt and carry on the struggle. Most of the crganized Left met
the same fate again in Framce in 1540.

Eistorically two things prevent the decapitation of
movements - decentralization, and the ability to organize out of
the eyes and ears of the state. We also need strong metworks of
individuals, affinity groups, and households sharing history
together and love and trust. Surely these are the seeds of the
new society. These also allow discussion and orgamizing face to
face and protect against infiltration, and they give us support
in hard times, persomal and political.

During the stroggles to organize workers in the U.S., many
militants had to use assumed names, produce newspapers secretly,
and scpetimes live torally underground in order to be out of the
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spark new resistance.

In this period most of all we need to spark discussion of
goals and tactics. We need to crganize the predominantly white
anti-war and anti-isperialist movement {(among others) as a
revolutionary movement, and to bring the possiblity of
clandestinity and militant direct action to the broader movement.

an important beginning, the ARU and other actions
of 1982-1985 do not appear to have succeeded at these tasks. They
failed to create spin-off actions, and the actions themselves

not
the style of the bosbings and the language of the communigues was
ify thes with a pretty narrow sector

E
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Most groups develop their own political dialect. At its
worst this jargon gets so far from ordinary speech that it is
unintelligible to the outsider, shich makes commmity organizing
difficult. Sewveral of us in 1983 were able to guess pretty
accurately o was trying to build "armed struggle®. The
comunigues are pretty readable, but contain a lot of clues.
pesides this, there were 2 couple of ssall groups advocating
armed struggle and supporting pecple captured during a 19561
attespted Brirks robbery by the Black Liberation Army and former
resbers of the Weather Underground Organization.

Following Brinks a nusber of people went underground who had
been associated with the May 19 Communist Organization and the
John Brown Anti-¥lan Committee. These organizations were
targetted after Brirmks for massive surveillance, the jailing of
mesbers by political grand juries, and comspiracy and
racketeering charges in an attespt to criminalize and destroy the
groups. Although it was a very difficolt period, and May 19th
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suspects
or less. If the rilla must be a fish swimming in a sea of the
pecple, mmm was able to narrow down its search to a

captured of false id, losives, and study papers. They are
known and respected fc:‘t’hux pelitical involvement over the last
20 years. They are part of ocur movement and deserve our support.
Sentences have been unbelievably long, and prisom conditions in
small group isolation/ behavior modification units are brutal.
Break throogh the walls. Write to a prisomer or attend 2 trial.
Support committee addresses:

*The Resistance Conspiracy Case® (persons
charged with the Armed Resistance Unit and
Red Goerrilla Resistance actions, on trial in
mm. D.C.)

washington Area Committee for Political
Prisoners Rights

P.0.Box 28191

washington, D.C. 20038-8191

The "Seditious Comspiracy Case® (charged with
the United Freedom Fromt actions, defendants
are working class and rooted in radical
prison and cosmunity struggles of the 1970s,
on trial in Springfield, Mass.)

The Sedition Committee

P.O. Box 4650

Springfield. MA 01101
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biases of politics and experience. This pasphlet is not meant to
o(!uuyemclnim,htrmwm-.tym#(u
action). The Quakers have a tradition of offering queries’ .
rather tham setting rules. In that spirit there is no cne right
answer to any of the gquestions below, and we prefer thoughtful
WMMNQ.M.MDMMQH:
what it covers. Building and site occupations, militant street
actions (aka ‘riots’), and strikes such as the Pittsdon Virginia
coal miners” struggle all will be vital in the 90s. We need to
learn from South Africa, recent events inm China, and the
Palestinian intifada how to continve organizing in the face of
repression. The white left needs to support Puerto Rican
independence and the struggles of Blacks, Native Americans, and
Mexicans in these *United States®.

over the phone, at home, or in the office. Plan and act only in 2
-lltmmdmle)wmna-almtm.\hom
can check out independently, who you have seen act well in varied
situations and under stress, and who you trust both ratiomally
umutinly.antaﬁuudtomutom
networks and orgamizations of cadre individuals areas
which we work, along the lines of the early Sandinista froot,
the FAI and Spanish affinity groops during the 20s and 30s. We
need discussion about the relation of tight committed groups to
the larger movesent . ;
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What do we hope the effect of direct action will
offer two suggestions. Pirst, it should play a part in
consciously revolutionary struggle. Solidarity with Third world
liberation movements is cme cbwicus basis for this, bot a
revolut ionary mxwummemmmaum
and development issues, noclear power and nuclear weapons,
patriarchy, and AIDS. Direct action can and is being incorporated
in all of these struggles.

Second, it should espower new groups to act, and inspire new
tactics. It can show that resistance is possible and encourage
the movement to greater commitment. A more or less full time
mouﬂiziwtnuunmdmlewnmifmq
don’t want to star on the post office wall.

Is a particular action more sysbolic, or meant moce as
actual interference and sabotage? Either way, make sure it has
strong propaganda valuve. A good exasple of each would be
Plowshares disarmamert actions om the one hand, in which noclear
missile related gear is hammered on and labeled "Dachau® or
"Muschwit2®, and the destruction of 9 U.S. jet fighters in Puerto

Rico by the Machetercs during the Janvary 1381 PMLN offensive in
El Salvador.
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or strategic system, ADDRESSES:
thereby exposing broader issues of muclear first strike *plowshares chronology booklet available for a domation from
ions or U.S. military intervention. Targetting a weapon Plowshares N.Y., 27€3 Webster Ave, Bronx NY 10458

or production facility rather tham am office or building is often *garth First! POB 2358, Lewiston, ME 04241. subs S20/yr.
mmumm,msm-nmtm.mum Bcodefense: the field guide to monk enching $13.50
effective at a material level (unless the office holds files you *Coepunicue bOokliet "Buil AﬁT&%&'ﬁmm'
want to destroy or publish]. $2.50, Committee to Fight Repression, POB 1435, Cathedral

Pesearch the vast flow of counterinsurgency weapons Station, NY NY 10025
and instruments of sass destruction from the U.S. to Latin
Mmerica, the Middle Bast, and elsebere. White phosphorus and (None of whom are respoosible for this pasphlet. Cartoons are
fragmestation bosbs are hard for pablic relations officers to reproduced by permission of the artists. Thanks to thes, and
jnuty.ndﬂcmch-mut—nh-uotmqlu. also to the Fortune 500 company on whose time this was
Sow does a clandestine action relate to a public caspaign - will written. Bastille Day, 19€9.)
nmmwmm,apnuxw

shat tools do we use? As with hasmers and baby bottles of
M.um-—p(mu)mmmndon-
mmhmMQmMMwmotﬁu
mmnoﬂummaﬂtmm
mc.y-d-fctoanquiu-ﬂm.—:h.m
abrasives in lubricating systems, or irom filings im a
Does the movement involve a variety of resistance activities from
d;;utoqwbt?wgmwﬂ up to the really heawy .
stuff, or is there a big gap between ting protest letters and s
risking years in jail? Wbat sorts of activities build skills at Communlty Organlzmg
security and covert action?
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