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There is a growing movement of women in this country to
change the society and the institutions which oppress us.
We see ourselves at the Women's School as part of that
movement. We understand that our movement is part of a
larger movement to liberate all oppressed peoples from
our common enemy - U.S. imperialism. The School is a
collective effort of women who want to build a common
women's culture, teach ourselves and other women what
we need to know: how to understand the forces which shape
the world; practical skills; how our bodies work; our
own history and the history of other oppressed people.
This paper is the result of several months of discussions
at the New York Women's School about lesbianism and
lesbian oppression. We found that nothing that we had
read fully and accurately reflected the ide«
developed.
The paper was written collectively by a group of lesbians,
some who have worked on the Women's School for a long
time and some who have Just started, to clarify and deepen
our analysis. We hope that the paper will contribute to
an ongoing process of understanding the roots of lesbian
oppression and how best to fight against it. We welcome
and encourage comments, criticisms and discussion of the
paper.
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WHAT IS LESBIANISM?
The basic definition of a lesbian is that she is a woman
who chooses to relate sexually to other women, and is
therefore vulnerable to attacks by a society which views
her as a sick and perverted person, an outcast.
However, we should look at how the "accustion" of lesbianism
has been successfully used to oppress other women as well.
Historically, women who lived lives independent of men, were
labelled "unfeminine" or "lesbian" by society, whether or not
they actually slept with other women. This has also been true
for women who chose careers or who did not want to get married
and have children. Any woman who stepped outside of the sociallyaccepted female role was, and continues to be, labelled a dyke.
The word "lesbian" has been consistently used to divide women
from eachother. The fear, intimidation and guilt perpetuated
by the dominant culture has often been powerful enough to keep
women in hiding, as lesbians, or as women whose potential unity
in fighting for liberation would threaten the institutions of
Imperialism.
Many lesbians in the U.S. still define themselves only in terms
of their sexuality. Although this is a definition that all
lesbians share, our experiences and perceptions of ourselves as
women living in this society affect if and how we extend the
meaning of lesbianism. The lesbians who worked on this paper,
based on our experiences in the women's movement as well as in
our work for the liberation of other oppressed peoples, are
seeking to understand the implications of that identity.
We understand that lesbianism is a political reality, as well
as a personal one, because society oppresses us as women as well
as gays. Our growing consciousness as feminists has helped us
break down our isolation from each other and has given us the
strength to build a movement for sexual freedom within our
struggle to create a society where all people are free from
exploitation. For many of us,lesbianism has been an affirmation
of our collective solidarity and love. But we realize that there
Is nothing Innately "revolutionary" in merely coming out as a
lesbian. Our revolutionary consciousness is dependent upon our
recognition that we constiti^e an oppressed group in society, whose
subjugation is related to the oppression that all women and all
oppressed people share. It is dependent upon the ways in which
we link our lesbianism, our feminism, to a politics that sees the
abolition of racism, sexism, and class oppression as fundamental
in order to make real changes in people'« lives. Our effectiveness
in gaining freedom is dependent upon how we name the enemy, how
we name liberation Itself, given the conditions of the world
around us, and how we choose to engage in struggle.

"Who Said It Was Simple"
There are so many roots to the tree of anger
that sometimes the branches shatter
before they bear.
• ":cf: • .
Sitting in Nedicks
the women rally before they march
discussing the problematic girls
they hire to make them free.
An almost white counterman passes
a waiting brother to serve them first
and the ladies neither notice nor reject
the slighter pleasures of their slavery.
But I who am bound by my mirror
as well as my bed
see causes in colour
as well as sex
and sit here wondering
which me will survive
all these liberations.
copyright 1973 by Audre Lorde
taken from From a Land Where Other People Live
permission granted by author
Third World lesbians are faced with the additional contradiction
of racism as well as sexism. Third World lesbians often do not
find support in the women's movement because many white women
do not understand racism as an oppressive force and have not,
In most cases, dealt with their own racism. But Third World
lesbians also have difficulty finding support in Third World
communities as lesbians, the women's movement and gay movement
often being considered divisive or a cop-out on the over-all
struggle against racism.
As a predominantly white group, we cannot attempt to define
the role of Third World lesbians in the fight for liberation.
We must continue to expose and root out our own racism, and
to oppose racism in all its forms, in encounters with individuals
and In confrontations with institutionalized racism (for example,
the anti-busing forces). We wish to extend solidarity and encouragement to any Third World lesbian groups which would attempt
to define their struggle, and we wish to engage in dialogue with
such groups in order to broaden our work

OUR VOICES, OURSELVES

"Coming out has given me a sense of myself as a strong
person who makes decisions and stands up for myself. It has
opened me up more to acceptance of my sexual and sensual feelings."
"Coming out has given me a sense of control over my
relationships - the power to express (and sometimes make happen)
what I need which is not something I felt with men. It has also
changed my standards of beauty, making me feel a lot more at
ease with myself and my body."
"Women friends and lovers are easier to see as equals."
"The negative experience is fearing that bosses will find
a reason to fire me and co-workers will feel uneasy to be with
me and possibly harrass me if I come out to people at work.
People I've worked with have been amused, upset, annoyed, and
taken aback by my talking about feminism and socialism, and
I felt that talking about lesbianism would be going further
than they would tolerate."
"I really resent not being able to hold hands and make
out on the street the way straight people do. These are examples
of the ways we are limited in being open about who we relate to.
We have to turn off part of ourselves except in a certain few
places in order to survive."
"Coming out forced me to leave home and break some ties
with my family, which was ultimately a good thing even though
It was very hard. Coming out has forced me to take responsibility for my life, for my desires and feelings."
"For years after I knew about my feelings for women, I
related to men. I had no respect for them, no feelings for them,
except for one who, looking back, was like the gay men friends
I now have. But what else could I do with no support, no hope
for understanding? Over the years I met five lesbians, but the
roles were oppressive and the fear was painful. I hoped to be
"normal" but knew I didn't want to be. Looking back I don't
regret because regret does not help or change anything. It all
led me to where I am, which makes it all worthwhile."
"The central thing about coming out is that my major
emotional/political energies have been directed towards women,
so not to have come out would have meant a pretty schizoid
existence."
i

"I'm constantly understanding more and more the power of
lesbian pride."

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LESBIAN OPPRESSION:
OR, IF LESBIANISM IS SO GROOVY, HOW COME EVERYONE HATES US?

This is the part about Heaven that has never been told.
After the Fall of Satan (and as he fell, Lucifer uttered
a loud cry, heard from one End of Forever-and-no-end to
the other), all the Angels, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer,
Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagitarius, Capricornus,
Aquarius, Pisces, all, all gathered together, so close
they were not recognizable, one from the other. And not
nine Months later, there was heard under the Dome of
Heaven a great Crowing, and from the Midst, an Egg, as
incredible as a thing forgotten, fell to Earth, and
striking, split and hatched, and from out of it stepped
one saying "Pardon me, I must be going!" And this was
the first woman born with a Difference.
After this the Angels parted, and on the face of each
was the Mother look.
Why was that?
p. 26
Ladles Almanack
by DJuna Barnes (1928)

It is very difficult to try to construct an accurate picture
of lesbian oppression or even of the existence of lesbians
throughout history. Even the most progressive history books
would have us believe that Sappho and Gertrude Stein were the
only lesbians that ever existed. Our information must be drawn
from literature, the bible, ancient law, and our fragmented
knowledge of "people's" history.
If we look at the history of women's oppression and lesbian
oppression, we can see that anti-homosexuality is determined
by the need to control the people, to establish "order" in
the form of the nuclear family, and to procreate.
The earliest information we have dates back to about 1750B.C.
Homosexuality not only existed but was accepted (at least as
a religious rite) throughout the world. Most cultures worshipped
a female deity at this time. Waht we must understand now is how
and why these attitudes changed, the reasons presented at different points in history for the oppression of gay people, and
the basis of that oppression today.

It is important to discuss Greek and Roman society because
they are seen as models of progressive thought on the subject
of homosexuality. They are also used as a basis for attacks
on homosexuality to show that it is a product of decadence.
The basis of Greek homosexuality was sexism. Men loved men
because women were seen as inferior. Homosexuality and womanhating were institutionalized In Greece between the 12th and
7th centuries B.C. because of the need to build a strong
military elite in which a man's first allegiance would be to
his brother soldiers. The center of the military movement was
Sparta but its ideas quickly spread throughout the rest of
the country. Wives were considered "necessary" only because
they bore children and looked after the home. In the 6th
centry B.C., the poet Palladas wrote:
"Marriage brings a man only two happy days. The day
he takes his bride to bed, and the day he lays her
in her grave."
Woman-hating rose to such a degree that it may have been
necessary to pass a law making marriage compulsory, for the
sake of procreation. Homosexuality based on woman-hating,
in a society based on slavery and sexism, can hardly be called
progressive.
,
The first written anti-gay laws and attitudes that we know
of are in the Old Testament and came directly from the rise
of patriarchy. They came from the need to enlarge the Hebrew
population, as well as its desire to differentiate itself
from the so-called "pagan" (Goddess Worship) cults which
accepted homosexuality. Hebrew law developed the first absolute
prohibitions against homosexuality and bestiality in the
western world.
"Thou shalt not lie with manking as with woman king:
it is abomination. Neither shalt thou lie with any
beast to defile thyself therewith; neither shall any
woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto; it is
confusion."
Leviticus 18;22-23
This is the law that lays the basis for all other laws regarding homosexuality and it is the first time a religious rationale
is presented to Justify anti-gay actions.
The boice of Sappho gave us the first recorded writings of a
woman in the western world, the first homosexual voice of
Greek society, and the first romantic literature. Because
Lesbos was an island, it had not been as militarized as the
Greek mainland. This gave women a small measure of freedom

and created the conditions which allowed Sappho to write her
epic poetry. Sappho wrote more than 12,000 lines of poetry,
only 700 of which still exist, many of these being fragments.
It is generally believed that early Christian zealots destroyed
most of her work and around 380 A.D. Saint Gregory ordered
her books burned, calling her a "lewd nymphomaniac." By 1072,
Pope Gregory VII had most of her remaining works destroyed.
With the rise of feudalism, the power of the Church was consolidated. Because "power" Was determined by ownership of land
(and the Church was the largest single landowner in Europe),
religious law soon became common law as well. The Church
created a rigidly structured society dependent on Catholicism
to define all social relationships and the limits of mobility.
One of the ways the Church established its control was by
labeling anything that threatened its power as heresy.
Under feudalism, women worked in the home and on the land
leased to the peasants. Men worked on the land owned by the
lord/church and served in the army. Feudal society required
more people to work the land so the church encouraged sex for
procreation. Although all sex was considered sinful, procreative
sex between married men and women was less so. Because homosexuality can never be procreative, and can only be for pleasure,
it was not only sinful but heresy punishable by death.
"Witchcraft" (possession by the devil) was the most serious
heresy. Lesbianism was considered one of the effects of possession by the devil. During the Middle Ages (600-1^00) and later,
there were over 9,000,000 women burned as "witches." These
women were teachers, students, healers, or women who, at a
time when the family was being consolidated, did not accept
the proscribed roles for women. Many were lesbians. (The term
"faggot," as a slur on gay men, was coined at this time. A
faggot was a bunch of twigs tied together and used to kindle
a fire. During witch burnings, groups of gay men were tied
together and burned as well.)
The organized persecution of "witches" officially began in
1481* when Pope Innocent VIII named two Dominican monks, Heinrich
Kramer and James Sprenger, as Inquisitors and asked them to
define witchcraft and to standardize trial procedures and
sentencing. Kramer and Sprenger wrote a text called the Malleus
Malefactorum (Hammer Against Evil Doers). It became Catholic
theology and law. Witchcraft was a women's crime. (The ratio
of women to men burned as witches is estimated at anywhere
from 20 to 1, to 100 to 1, and these are conservative estimates.)
Witches were accused of flying, having carnal relations with

Satan, injuring cattle, causing hailstorms and tempests,
causing illness and epidemics, bewitching men, changing men
and themselves into animals, changing animals into people,
committing cannibalism and murder, and stealing male genitals:

-

"... and what then is to be thought of those witches who
collect male organs, as many as 20 or 30 members together,
and put them in a bird's nest or shut them in a box,
where they move themselves like living members and eat
oats and corn, as has been seen by many as is a matter
of common report."
. Nalleus_Malefactorum
Reading this,it becomes easier to understand how the Church
ruled the people and institutionalized woman-hating and antigay attitudes. There is no writing about lesbianism between
the time of Sappho and the 15th century because the depth of
gay oppression made it too dangerous to write or the writing
which did exist was destroyed by the Church.
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In 1533, the church law became part of English common law. This
law clearly shows the medieval equation of "sin" and "crime."
"Forasmuch as there is not yeat sufficient and condign
punishment appointed and limited by the due course of the
Laws of this Realm, for the detestable and abominable Vice
of Buggery committed with manking or beast: It may therefore please the King's Highness, with the assent of his
Lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons of this
present Parliament assembled,... that the same offense be
henceforth adjudged Felony... and the offenders being
hereof convict... shall suffer such pains of death and
losses as Felons be accustomed to doe according to the
order of the Common-laws of this RSalm...."
From first English statute. 1533
This statute became the basis of all the laws written about
homosexuality, including the present-day statues. The original
statute of North Carolina, written in 1837, reads:
"Any person who shall commit the abominable and detestable
crime against nature, not to be named among Christians,
with either manking or beast, shall be adjudged guilty
of a felony, and shall suffer death without the benefit
of clergy."
Amidst all this repression and gloom, we can still find that
lesbianism existed and was written about. Between the 12th
and 16th centures, most of the literature came from the church.

However, In 1531> an Italian writer, Aristo, wrote Orlando
Furioso, a novel about an amazon woman. Although the novel
has lesbian content, it is because the woman who falls in
love with the amazon believes her to be a man. In 1580, Sir
Phillip Sidney wrote Arcadia, the first lesbian love story in
English literature. Due to censorship, the book was not published until a decade after it was written. This book has
clear lesbian content but the high moral tone of the church
and sin are still present:
r.

',"

"No, no, you cannot help me: Sinne must be the mother
and shame the daughter of my affection... It is the
impossibilltie that doth torment me: for unlawful
desires are punished after the effect of enjoying, but
Impossible desires are punished by desire itself....
0 my Zelmane,....1 am wholly given over to thee."
From this point on, lesbians in literature are so frequent
that only a few examples can be given for each century. In
1611, Middleton and Dekker's Roaring Girl appeared, telling
the story of a woman who was a transvestite who vows that she
will never marry and spends her life righting wrongs done to
women. Jauan Perez de Montalban's La Monja Alferez (1626) is
the true story of Catalina de Erauso, a Basque woman who posed
as a soldier. After the publication of the book, Erauso was
given permission by Pope Urban VIII to continue wearing men's
clothes, a capital offense at the time. A book published in
1655, Lives of Gallant Ladles by Brantome, implies that
lesbianism was taken for granted, at least among women of the
French court. Queen Christina, who was forced to leave the
Swedish throne because she was a lesbian and refused to marry,
lived openly in Paris between 1670 and 1680.
It is important to note that although there was a lot of
writing about lesbians, there was also a basic formula to all
the stories: there were never happy endings for lesbian lovers
and usually a man came along and won the heart of the "real"
woman, who had merely been led astray by the "terrible" lesbian.
An example of this is L'Espoin Anglais, which appeared in
Paris in 1777 and 1778 in eleven volumes. These volumes contained writings from several authors. A series of letters
describes the life of a young woman who enters a "house"
in Paris to be trained as a lesbian prostitute. However, a man,
disguised as a woman, gets into the house and steals the young
woman's heart. This writing formula enabled people to write
and publish books about lesbians without threatening the Church/
State's definitions of sin and crime. This also meant that basic
attitudes about lesbians remained unchanged, although homosexuality
was now considered "moral depravity" rather than possession by
the devil. The Church and State still considered lesbianism
"The abominable and detestable ci*ime against nature, not to be
named among Christians."
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In 1788, Mary Wollstonecraft, an early feminist who later
wrote Vindication of the Rights of Women, wrote Mary, a Fiction.
It is signifacant because it is the first book that we know of

on lesbianism written by a woman and because it is autobiographical,
With the rise of capitalism, we see science replacing religion
as the rationale for gay oppression. The Protestant Ethic said
there was such a thing as individual control - one could no
longer attribute everything to "divine" causes. Superstitions
about possession by the devil and moral depravity gave way to
scientific theories of "illness." We can see a first glimpse
of the inversion theory in Theophile Gautier's Mademoiselle
de Maupin, published in 1835. This book also gives us the first
Image of lesbians that created the stereotype seen today.
Maupin is described as: tall, broad-shouldered, flat-chested,
and slim-hipped. She is an athlete, a horsewoman, and a fencer.
Maupin describes herself as "of a third sex, one that has as
yet no name above or below." It is said that George Sand
(Lucile A.D. Dudevant), a woman writer living in Paris at the
time, was the model for Maupin.
Science institutionalized the already existing attitudes about
women and gay people by taking them out of the realm of religion/
superstition and making them "scientific fact." The inversion
theory, simply stated, said that homosexuality was biologically
determined rather than a result of possession by the devil or
moral depravity. Gay people, it said, are born with a female
body and a male mind or vice versa; hence, gay people are "sick"
in the medical sense of the word. This theory had both a reactionary and a progressive following. Catulle Mendes presented
what he called a "case study" about a lesbian in 1890. According
to Mendes, lesbianism is hereditary and leads one down the path
to drug addiction, syphilis, hysterical convulsions, fevers,
suicide, child desertion, husband abandonment, and orgies.
A progressive side of the inversion theory said that because one
is born an "invert," one must be pitied and not oppressed. In
1928, Radclyffe Hall's Well of Loneliness was published as a
plea in defense of lesbianism. The book was not out for six
weeks before it was banned in England. James Douglas, editor of
the Sunday Express wrote:
"In order to prevent the contamination and corruption of
English fiction it is the duty of the critic to make it
impossible for any other novelist to repeat this outrage....
this novel is not fit to be sold by any bookseller or to
be borrowed from any library."
Radclyffe Hall said in her defense:
*
"I wrote the book from a deep sense of duty. I am proud
indeed, to have taken up my pen In defense of those who

are utterly defenseless, who being from birth a people
set apart in accordance with some hidden scheme of Nature,
need all the help that society can give them."
The book was banned in England but in September,1928 it was
published in France and copies were sent to England. On orders
from the Home Secretary, these copies were burned whenever found.
In November, 1928, Sir Charles Biron wrote an order calling
Well of Loneliness an "obscene libel" and ordering all copies
destroyed with payment of 20 guineas in each case.
The book fared little better in New Yor . 865 copies were
seized from the publisher's office by the Vice Squad. However
in April, 1929» a U.S. court ruled that the book was not obscene.
It was not until years later that the book was actually published
in England. Today, the Well of Loneliness is considered one of
the classics of lesbian literature.
There are numerous other writers, mostly women, who wrote with
unclear or masculine gender (or in the case of Emily Dickinson,
her poems written to women were altered after her death) so as
to be able to publish their work. Many of these women were
lesbians: Louise Labe, George Sand, George Elliot (Mary Ann Evans),
Emily Bronte, Margaret Puller, Michael Field (pseudonym for
Katherine Bradley and Edith Cooper) and Emily Dickinson.
The inversion theory continued to be accepted until Freud
proposed that homosexuality was not biologically determined
but was rather a result of childhood development and family
relationships. He put forward the theory that it was a psychological illness which could and should be cured. The institution
of psychology has become the "scientific" rationale for the
oppression of gay people.

We shall enjoy it
As for him who finds
fault, may silliness
and sorrow take him!
Sappho
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ANTI-IMPERIALISM - OUR ANALYSIS

Recently, lesbian communities all over the country have been
under attack by the government. FBI harrassment continues in
Philadelphia, New Haven, Lexington, Ky., western Massachusetts,
and across the country. Federal grand Juries have been convened
In New Haven and Lexington. The purpose of the investigation Is
to locate women political fugitives; but in a broader sense, it
is a direct attack on the communities, networks, and institutions
that lesbians have built. The state has targeted the lesbian
movement as a threat to its power and is moving against it.
Strong communities of trust and resistance, based in a rejection
of the confining roles of women, stand in opposition to the kind
of order that the state tries to preserve. The strong and unified
stands of resistance to FBI/Justice Department attacks that our
communities have taken has confirmed that threat.
To understand why this is happening and why it is happening now,
we have to look at what is going on in the world and in this
country. The U.S. is facing its worst economic crisis since the
1930's. Official figures say that unemployment has reached 9%
but it is over 50? for black women (and official figures don't
even include people who have given up looking for work or women
who would work if jobs and daycare were available). Layoffs,
rising food prices, a breakdown in social services, New York
City on the verge of bankruptcy - President Ford says that the
"recession" has "bottomed out," but the American people know
better. The U.S. is in a worsening depression and the American
people are hurting badly.
Women in some ways bear the brunt of the economic crisis. We
are among the first to be laid off from our Jobs and are the
least likely to be unionized in order to defend ourselves. This
comes down especially hard on lesbians, most of whom are working
women who depend on their own incomes for survival. Women have
the responsibility of running a household on shrinking incomes,
of dealing with our children's education as cutbacks threaten
the public schools, and of finding daycare as the government
closes centers all around us.
In the name of fighting inflation, the current federal budget
proposal attacks the very poorest people in our society: it
freezes veterans' benefits and social security payments to
old people and cuts food stamp programs. But prices aren't high
because wages are too high or because people get too much welfare; prices are high because of monopoly pricing for huge
profits and enormous military spending. Capitalism is a system
based on profit and a system which has periodic crises built
deep into it. This is the underlying cause of the breakdown we
are now living through.

The capitalist system's drive for ever-expanding profits
plunges It into periodic and inevitable crises. As the system
develops, the capitalists accumulate more and more money and
invest this money in more advanced machinery and technology larger scale means of production. This increased productivity
could be a tremendous benefit to humanity. But the contradiction
of capitalism is that the immense productivity creates crises
and suffering. This is because the capitalists have an increasingly difficult time finding consumers for their products or
maintaining a high rate of profit to cover their vast capital
investments.
No capitalist concern can survive unless its profits are
expanding. This is because they compete with each other. It's
a dog eat dog world. The capitalist drive for profit leads
inevitably toward monopolization - fewer and fewer corporations
become larger and larger as they swallow the competition. Mono-,
polies come to dominate and characterize the system and they
extend their hunt for profit throughout the world. This stage
of capitalism is imperialism.
Profit doesn't fall from the sky. The labor of women, men,
and children produces all social wealth. The chair you're
sitting on, the food you eat, the paper in your hands, all are
products of people's labor. The basis for comparing the worth
of different goods is how much human labor went into their making.
This Is the labor theory of value, developed by Marx and Engels.
All wealth is created by the labor of people. Workers produce
far more wealth than the company pays for in the form of wages.
This surplus is taken by the capitalist. Profit comes out of
the difference between what the workers produce and what they
are paid in wages. Thus, profit results from the exploitation
of labor.
In this situation, there are two main ways a crisis can begin.
First, since workers are paid a small portion of what they
produce, they can't provide an adequate consumer market for
the growing production. There is an apparent glut of goods on
the market. Unsold goods means falling profits which leads to
cutbacks in production and laying-off of workers, further
reducing consumption as the system cycles downward towards
depression. Second, the working class at home and abroad fights
for a larger share of what they produce. This cuts into the
high profits of the capitalists. The capitalists cut back on
new investment, leading to production cutbacks, layoffs and
further downward cycles.
During the present crisis, workers in many areas have been
fighting — sometimes for higher wages, sometimes for their
Jobs. Women are playing a central role in these struggles. The
Appalachian coalfields have been in turmoil; when the mineowners
got injunctions prohibiting union members from picketing, the
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wives and daughters of the miners took over the lines. Farm
workers have been fighting to become unionized. Auto workers
in Detroit and elsewhere are in deep trouble due to layoffs.
Clerical workers (most of whom are women), hospital workers,
the unemployed, and others have been forced to act by worsening
conditions. In times like these, the true nature of the capitalist
system becomes visible to many more people. Increasingly, the
struggles of working people are struggles for survival.
Over the past 15 years, the struggle has grown the most among
the people of the Third World (the non-aligned nations of
Africa, Asia and Latin America). The exploitation of the Third
World resources and wealth is an Important factor shaking the
capitalist system today.These contradictions are an inherent
part of the capitalist system and they produce crises. But
where did this present crisis begin and why is it happening now?
The current economic crisis is tied with a ball and chain to
U.S. aggression in Vietnam. In 1964 the economy looked strong,
suffering only what the government economists called "moderate"
unemployment and inflation. This surface prosperity masked the
instability of an economy dependent upon harsh exploitation of
people in the Third World, continuing depression in the ghettos
and barrios of the U.S., exploitation of the labor of working
people for corporate profit, and inflationary military spending.
Military spending was running at $50 billion a year. The Pentagon
is imperialism's method of maintaining world domination, and
war spending plays an important role in the domestic economy: it
means high taxes for people and huge profits for the militaryindustrial complex. This is what the government means by stimulating the eonomy through defense spending. It does serve to
partly offset unemployment, but it hardly cures the underlying
problem.Military spending is like taking pep pills for anemia:
there is a temporary boost but in the long run it is deadly.
In 1965 the U.S. government began full-scale bombing and invasion
of Vietnam. This meant more money to finance war when an essentially war-time budget was already in effect. The unpopularity
of the war meant that Lyndon Johnson was limited in his ability
to raise taxes or cut social programs. So LBJ borrowed the money
to fight the war. Banks found it easy to raise interest rates
for loans to their best customer: the U.S. government. This made
it harder for others to borrow money for investment in production
or to begin building houses. The eonomic priorities were bent
even more deeply towards war.
LBJ promised "guns and butter" and gambled on a quick victory.
The successful struggle of the Vietnamese people defeated the
gamble. The war dragged on. Prices soared, so U.S. sales abroad
slipped and people here found imports less expensive than domestically produced goods. This led to production cutbacks. A halfmillion GIs came home looking for Jobs that weren't here and
unemployment became even more serious.
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The people of Indochina have finally beaten the U.S. and dealt
a heavy blow to the system of imperialism. Their winning struggle
encouraged other Third World nations to fight back against U.S.
domination by getting together to regulate the prices of raw
materials (one example of this is OPEC — Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries). Some countries are regulating the
wages that must be paid workers of U.S. corporations in their
country. Some have nationalized big U.S. firms (Peru, for instance).
The U.S. is finding it Increasingly difficult to bleed dry
Third World nations.
The tide is turning politically as well as economically. The UN
and even NATO may no longer be rubber stamps for U.S. policy.
Just this past year the UN invited Yassir Arafat, chairman of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, to address the General
Assembly, over the strong objections of the U.S. and its allies.
Moves to expel South Africa from the UN because of its racist
apartheid policies may soon succeed. The case of Puerto Rico
has been brought to the UN. Increasingly, other nations are
recognizing that Puerto Rico is a colony of the United States
and must have its independence.
How are the imperialists responding to the beating they are
taking? The imperialist corporations have shown that they will
go to any lengths to maintain their profits — the U.S. government
and ITT overthrew the elected government of Chile; now they
threaten war in the Mideast to capture the oilfields.
Once again, they are looking to war for a "cure" for the sickness
of capitalism, war that will create Jobs and boost the profits
of the military-industrial complex. In order to prepare, the U.S.
has to tighten up (militarize) here at home. And as people suffer
the effects of the depression more and more, resistance will
increase - so the U.S. government has to protect itself. All of
this adds up to repression and the establishment of "law and
order."
The repression of the people is growing. City police forces are
equipped with sophisticated counter-insurgency weapons and linked
in a national system. Behavior modification systems are geing
instituted in prisons to torture and drug leaders of the prison
movement. Programs are spreading throughout the country to identify, drug, and "re-educate" disruptive childnen in school (which
translates as almost aiy child who won't sit still for the lies
they are taught and the rigid discipline they are put under. CIA
and FBI surveillance of political activists is increasing and
with it the use of grand Juries (as in Lexington and New Haven)
as tools of repression. A broadside attack is mounting against
the right of workers to unionize (one example of this Is the
crushing of a strike by women workers at MacMillan Publishers).
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Another tool the U.S. imperialists use to keep people in line
is racism. They are carrying on a national campaign to convince
white working people that their hard times are caused by Black
and other Third World people. The anti-busing movement (and the
anti-redistricting movement in New York City) is a major part
of that campaign. Racist hysteria disguises the fact that all
children and Third World children in particular are not being
educated in their schools. "Welfare cheats," "terrorists," and
"illegal aliens" are the scapegoats; anti-crime legislation,
forced methadone addiction, and the fomenting by the state of
racist movements are the tools. The righteous anger of white
working people over worsening conditions of life is deflected
from the real target, imperialism.
As repression builds, it comes down hard on women. The Equal
Rights Amendment, which guarantees equal opportunity for women,
has been the target of a national campaign by right-wing groups
like the John Birch Society and may not be passed. The right
to abortion is being challenged in the court; involuntary
sterilization of poor and Third World women is increasing.
Lesbians are hit by the crisis and by increasing repression,
as are other working people. We are losing our Jobs and being
denied the right to unionize. Our children are suffering from
cutbacks in education and we are losing day care and health
care in city hospitals. Traditionally, when Jobs are scarce, the
state carried out a campaign of propaganda to convince women
that we shouldn't be working anyway, that our place is in
the home. That means extolling the virtues of being a wife and
mother and tightening up on the limited freedom to define ourselves that women have won. This denies the reality of many
women's lives, especially the lives of lesbians who have no
choice but to work to support ourselves.
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THE FAMILY
To figure out the causes of lesbian oppression, we should look
at the traditional roles of women in our society and at how
they are challenged by lesbians.
The modern male-run nuclear family is the basic unit of capitalist society. The central role of women is defined as within
the family: to bear and raise children and to keep our families
physically maintained by doing housework.
Women as mothers have the important responsibility of socializing
children to fit into the capitalist hierarchy they will find
outside the home. Boys are trained to be aggressive and competitive, yet submissive to "higher authority" — the qualities
of a good worker. Girls are trained to see our fulfillment within
the context of the family, as wives and mothers, and so will
seek out those roles and won't clog a labor market that has
only limited space for women. All children learn that there are
rigid power relationships in this society and that the final
say is had by the man/father/husband.
Women also have an important economic role within the family: we
do essential work for the system, for free. Housework is the task
of feeding, nursing, and dressing the work force. Because we
aren't paid for this work, women remain financially dependent
on the men in our families who are paid for their work. Even if
we work outside the home, it is still our responsibility to maintain our families without pay.
Women also suffer from oppression in the work force. Women in
capitalist societies are used as a reserve labor force. When
there is a boom or a war, they give us day-care centers and call
us out to work. When there is a depression/recession, we are
forced out of work and back into the home. While we are at work,
the myth of woman as wife/mother defines our opportunities. Our
employers tell us that it doesn't pay to hire women because we'll
quit and get married; if we are married, because we'll take too
much time off from work dealing with our children. These myths
are designed to justify keeping women in unskilled, low-paying
Jobs that are mostly non-unionized. Because women have to some
degree believed these lies, we don't always fight for what our
rights are, or tell the truth about women working: that ^0% of
women work and that over ^0% of the work force is women, that
we have a lower absentee rate than men in the same Jobs, and
that working women have a long history of fighting for the right
to unionize and against poor conditions and low wages.

Women's sexuality is also rigidly defined by the needs of capitalism, where women are seen as sexually fulfilled only within
a marriage, and only in the role of reproducer. Women have fought
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for and won some rights to control our bodies, but even those
victories have been perverted. Black and Third World communities are flooded with population control programs; women are
forcibly sterilized under the threat of losing welfare payments
or government assistance to pay medical expenses. Women who
are not poor or Third World are still expected to be mothers:
we may have the choice to have three children instead of ten,
but women without children are still not acceptable models.
Lesbians are a direct and substantial threat to all of these
roles and definitions. Because we have to work all of our lives
to support ourselves, and because we have refused to internalize
the lie that women are primarily wives/mothers, lesbians are more
likely to fight for higher wages and better conditions. Lesbians refuse to submit to the ideology that justifies our
economic exploitation.
The basic unit of the family is threatened by lesbians. When
and if we decide to have children, lesbians raise them alone
or in a house with one or more other women. Lesbians offer
their children models of strong women, women who work outside
the home, and families where discipline and control are not
in the hands of a husband/father. We do not and cannot offer
our daughters and sons female models of passivity and submission.
Lesbian sexuality puts the lie to society's definitions. It
offers a model of women as defining our own needs, outside the
permanent, exclusive sanction of a marriage contract. Lesbian
sexuality clearly shows that love and marriage do not necessarily go together, and that women's sexuality need not be
defined by reproduction.
In order for this society to continue to function as it does,
lesbian oppression must continue. If lesbianism were offered
as a natural and positive alternative, it would expose the
contradictions between the reality of women's lives and needs,
and the sexist myths that have been developed to Justify the
oppression of women. In that sense, the oppression of lesbians
is an extension and outgrowth of the oppression of women.
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INSTITUTIONS OF LESBIAN OPPRESSION

Sexuality
A lot of us learn to hide our sexuality from very early on.
We don't get confronted as lesbians. Hiding is easier if you
come from a middle class family. You may have a room of your
own, time on your own, and money to go out. Your parents might
send you away to college. You can put off confronting people
for years.
But confronted or not our sexuality becomes a thing to be
ashamed of. We have been taught to value hetersexual, and
specifically reproductive, love-making. Women are not supposed
to enjoy our own bodies. Until a few years ago we were told
that the clitoral orgasm was only the immature cousin of the
mature vaginal orgasm. Women were striving for, and wondering if
they had ever experienced, feelings we now know are not physically
possible. Men had convinced us we needed a penis, or at least
a substitute for one, for our complete sexual fulfillment. And
If we didn't feel it we were Just sexually immature.
Roles
As lesbians growing up in a white male-dominated society, we
have to absorb some of the straight role playing going on all
around us. Prom the traditional male-female roles we have taken
on butch and ferane roles for ourselves as lesbians.
Butches who cannot receive the economic advantages of men are
assumed to be playing the white middle class male role of
provider, protector, and decision-maker while the femmes, who
aren't getting a husband's financial support, are supposed to
be physically, mentally, and emotionally dependent on their
butches. Until recently all lesbians tried to take on these
roles for themselves, and even now it is usually the middle
class lesbian who has the mobility to break with this tradition
and define less inhibiting roles for herself as a person.
Butches are objects of hostility from society, since they are
considered responsible for perverting their femmes. But lesbians
who don't fit the butch-femme role models and are visible as
lesbians may get even more hostility from straights than butches.
We confuse and unsettle people whose ideas of male-female sexual
roles have been carefully taught from birth. As we learn how
these roles are part of a power system based on divisions among
people - be they sexual, racial, or economic, we understand the
threat our own lesbianism can be to the state.
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Job training. As a young gay woman you are still confronting
the marriage-oriented educational system for women.
Job
Gay women must pass for straights at work. Employers don't
want to hire lesbians. Many lesbians are fired after they come
out on the Job. A hospital administrator will tell a lesbian
physical therapist that "the community" feels she as a lesbian
should not work with children. Teachers are fired for the same
reason. A lesbian almost always has to be on her guard on the
Job - hiding from other workers as well as her boss.
Housing
Many landlords owning buildings in middle class neighbourhoods
will not rent to unmarried women at all, let alone lesbians.
An unmarried woman is a poor financial risk. She is assumed to
be promiscuous, if not actually a prostitute. Exclusive neighbourhoods bar lesbians as well as Blacks, Asians, or Latins.
White middle class families pay a lot for their isolation, and
if one landlord won't give it to them, they move on to another
building or community. They blame the tenants, not the slumlords,
of ghettos for the run-down conditions of buildings there.
Lesbians who can do it choose to live in communities where
there are other visible lesbians. If you have the money you
can go to an overpriced middle class gay neighbourhood. If not
you go to a gay ghetto.Landlords there exploit us and other poor
and Third World people charging high rents for deplorable living
conditions.
Lesbian Mothers
Lesbian mothers are often looked down on by straight parents,
who feel the lesbian is perverting her child or depriving the
child of a father. They feel that all mothers must perpetuate
the white middle class family ideal. They incorrectly assume
lesbians will force homosexuality on their children and they
feel as gay people the children will suffer later on.
In almost every case an ex-husband can get custody of his
children Just on the grounds of his ex-wife's lesbianism. In
many states lesbians are not legally allowed to adopt children,
being considered unfit parent.
Prisons
Lesbians in prison suffer the same oppression as lesbians on
the outside, but ten times magnified. It is poor women who go
to Jail; rich women can post bail and pay for a good defense.
A disproportionate number of prisoners are non-white. These
women have the least opportunity for hiding - anything. And a
prisoner is the most vulnerable as far as being attacked physic-
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ally and emotionally.
There is a myth about lesbian rape in prisons. It does not
exist. In fact many women form lesbian relationships in prison
and go back to straight life after their release. Most women
prisoners are mothers. Women prisoners form alternate "families"
with all kinds of relatives in prison. Your "family" is a supportive group of women to help you inside - getting food, comissary,
caring for you. Many women belong to a "family" without being
a "husband" or "wife."
The prisons try to break the inmates' spirit with a kind of
psychological manipulation called "behavior modification."
Women prisoners are supposed to act like future wive-to-be
of Mr. White Middle Class America. Instead of educational and
Job training programs inmates are given needle point workshops
and beauty contests. Matrons treat the women like dependent
children, and inmates who play the role, down to calling the
matrons "nanny" and "mom" are rewarded with special favors.
The prison system does not allow any physical affection between
inmates. But many of the matrons are gay. And the inmate who
will sleep with a prison guard - with the matron whose Job it
is to see she is kept helpless and inactive - are given many
privileges. For the rest of the inmates there are strict but
unpublished rules against touching another women, or even
touching another woman's chair, lying down in the presence of
another women, etc. And women whose relationships give them
strength to demand their rights - for better food, medical care,
access to legal books, pay raises, etc., get transferred to
different tiers and kept from seeing each other.
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NO MOKE SHIT

Seeing Naomi I remember.
I remember the desire,
I remember the fear.
You threw your arms around me in the elevator
but I didn't hug you back.
I smiled and remained silent.
I watched you, I wondered.
I did not speak, I did not say the word.

I was afraid.
"We agreed not to hold hands in
the street," she said.
"The neighbors might see."
I want to be innocent,
to touch without thinking
of my parents,
of the world.
Typing my fingers to the bone.
And for what?
The right to take a speedfreak typing test,
fill out a probing application,
be placed in an exploitative Job
where I have to hide my Lesbianism
under female drag
so I can earn money to give to other people
so they'll let me live indoors,
let me feed myself,
let me have clothing to protect myself from the cold
and men's eyes,
let me stay warm in the winter,
let me ride on the subway,
let me exist.
A person without money doesn't have a right to exist.
A person without money doesn't have a right to self-respect
Because a person without money hasn't been trained right,
hasn't grovelled enough,
hasn't given up her sense of self.
If you allow yourself to be taken over
and defeated by the system,
you have earned respect.
Or if you help the system even more by acquiring the power
to defeat others and strip them of thedr selves.
I've been practicing typing for hours and hours.
It's driving me crazy.
My arm is stiff; my eyes are glazed.
But I need their money to get by.
And they need my fingers to get by.
We're all tangled up in this together.
I won't choose to be in such bad company,
when I have a choice.
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"After 5 Weeks of Not Hearing Prom You After 5 Years of Not Hearing From Me"
Tonite, we spoke of our friendship,
And how we'd sewn it together
With threads of deception
That could not mend wounds dried to scars,
Picked away to bleed again.
We made ourselves believe
That they could heal themselves.
But the silent distance of 3000 miles
Was no comfort.
Words had become
So sheer a bandage
That the useless longing for you
Seeped through,
Spreading the infection to the arteries
Connecting my heart to my brain.
I remember the times
Lying beside you,
We were best girlfriends
Sleeping over for the night.
We were safe.
And feeling close
In the vulnerability of the nite,
We could share hungry words
Starving for an ear
Filling eachother verbally
To drain some of the emptiness.
And then you'd fall asleep,
Always first,
Because I was only a woman.
And I would lie awake
Longing to touch you
Past our verbal intimacies.
Hating you for sleeping so soundly.
Hating me more
For not being the man
You thought you needed.
Afraid to tell you
:
Of my need to mean more,
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Afraid to admit it
Even to myself.
Just feeling the rush of pain
Re-clotting the wound,
Kissing it myself
To make it better,
Knowing you would
•

Open it again
(con'd)

•

You are away from me now.
As I lie here remembering,
The man you chose lies somewhere beside you.
Beside me the Raggedy Ann doll you'd left behind
To see me through.
You did send me picture postcards
Of the Grand Tetons.
But I had no way of telling you
I'd climbed some mountains
Of my own while you were gone.
I'd struggled over trails
That only my heart and mind could photograph.
Finally choosing a different route
Making my own- stop signs
Instead of always yielding to yours.
I know now
That I can say no to you.
But, my untouched lover,
Will you ever be able to say yes?
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RESISTANCE: THE LESBIAN MOVEMENT

As early as the nineteen-fifties, there were organizations in this
country fighting the isolation and oppression of gay people. These
groups, the Mattachine Society and Daughters of Bilitis (a lesbian
organization) educated people to the truth about homosexuality, gave
free legal advice to gay people who were the victims of discrimination,
and provided places for gay people to meet without fear of prejudice
or of the law. Anti-homosexual prejudice was even greater then than
It is now; the "new" lesbian movement owes the women of DOB a great
debt for their courage and determination.
The "new" lesbian movement has its roots in the gay liveration movement, which dates from June 28, 1969. On that day, as they had done
so many times before, the New York City police raided a gay bar, the
Stonewall. For the first time, gay people resisted the police attack,
and fought for their right to have their own turf. The Stonewall
Riot is celebrated every year on Christopher Street Liberation Day,
with gay people from all over the country participating in Gay
Pride marches.
At first, lesbians worked independent of the women's movement then
developing, and exclusively with other gays - men and women. One of
the organizations we worked in was the Gay Liberation Front. GLF saw
that the oppression of gay people came from the same source as the
oppression of other peoples, and that gay liberation was a part of
human liberation. GLF worked in the antiwar movement and in the movement to free political prisoners, as part of the fight for gay
liberation.
After difficulties working in a predominantly male group, and as
our understanding of our own oppression developed, we began to see
ourselves oppressed primarily as women - in a society where sexism
is institutionalized in every phase of life. Lesbians are women with
no men to buffer us from a sexist system. Our survival challenges
the myth of women's helplessness and provokes attacks which may be
directly targetted on lesbians but which are directed to all women.
Lesbians Joined the women's liberation movement, and formed alllesbian groups to work out ways to understand our oppression and ways
to fight it.
The lesbian movement has fought on many different fronts. It has
fought for the right of lesbian mothers to raise their children.
At this point custody cases are almost always decided against the
mother. The movement has also fought to put an end to stereotyped
sexist portrayals of lesbians in the mass media, and has mounted
national campaigns against particularly offensive movies and TV
shows. Another front is that of democratic rights; lesbians have
been central in the struggle to pass legislation that will end

discrimination against gay people in employment, housing, and
in all other areas.
It is crucial for lesbians to fight for gay civil rights, since
we have no choice but to deal with issues that affect our dayto-day survival. Many of our sisters cannot risk visibility as
lesbians and will not be able to fight for themselves until
they are legally protected. But we must also remember that such
a struggle is only a means to an end. We can learn from the
history of the early women's movement in the U.S., which was
co-opted by the state when feminists allowed the single issue
of the vote to eclipse the larger fight against women's oppression as a whole. The guarantee of gay civil rights will modify
the kind of oppression we experience as lesbians, but in and
of itself can never eliminate it totally. We must be aware of
the danger of mistakenly believing that reforms within the
system as it is will ever answer all of our needs.
THE LESBIAN MOVEMENT: DIRECTIONS FOR REVOLUTION

Prom the convergence of the gay liberation movement and the
women's liberation movement, there have emerged several different
analyses of the origins and characteristics of women's oppression.
All of us, no matter how we define ourselves sexually, have
experienced sexism In its many forms, from outmoded abortion and
birth-control laws, to forced sterilization of poor and Third
World women, to the degradation we feel walking through city
streets, to the self-hatred we are trying to overcome as women,
as lesbians. But what connections do we make between our individual experience and the political reality of our pain? What
are the most effective means of changing society and ourselves,
In order to make real a "feminist vision" that, in its broadest
terms, is related to the liberation of all people, to the creation
of a social order based on human need rather than profit.
Two major threads that run through the web of feminist politics
In the U.S. are the politics of lesbian separatism and the
politics of anti-imperialist feminism. Lesbian separatism views
individual men, and the patriarchal culture they control, as the
primary enemy of women. Anti-imperialist feminism sees the
oppression of women and of lesbians as intimately tied to racism,
class oppression, and sexism. This paper is one attempt to link
the subjugation of women and of lesbians in particular to the
functioning of a comlex economic and cultural system whose
benefits are reaped solely by those few who hold power.
Lesbian separatists advocate that all women withdraw sexually,
culturally, economically, and politically from men, since all
men are considered the enemy of women.
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"Until all women are lesbians, there will be no true
political revolution."
from Jill Johnston, Lesbian Nation
Separatists do not make distinctions between different classes
of men and the power they hold over women. Their position is
that sexism stems from a patriarchal, or male-ruled system,
based on the primacy of fathers and sons, wherein men view the
subjugation of women as their caste right. Sexism is seen as
the primary contradiction in our society, if not the only
contradiction.
"Proceeding from the premise that women are oppressed by
the heterosexual institution, that women are an oppressed
class, that from this point of view the man has become
(if he was not always) the natural enemy of women, it
follows that the continued collusion of any woman with
any man is an event that retards the progress of woman
supremacy."
from Jill Johnston, Lesbian Nation
Separatists do not analyze the question of whether power relationships between the sexes in our society rely on more than
Just a male/female dichotomy. In holding up Amazon Nation or
a matriarchal system as a goal, they do not deal with an imperialist economic system that upholds sexism; neither do they say
how such an ideal can be realized for masses of women.
There are other lesbians, who also define the "original Imperialism" as that of the male over the female, where the primary
division of labor was a biologically-based one which gave
rise to the development of all other oppressions. But because
they deal with racism and classism in their description of a
social/sexual revolution that would free lesbians, they are
not isolationists, and their politics speak to more than Just
a cluster of white middle-class lesbians. The focus of many of
their ideas is the issue of reproduction, the control of which
is as essential to the freedom of women as that of the forces
of production. To quote Charlotte Bunche (Lesbians in Revolt),
"... the male (claims) the female body and her services as his
territory (or property)." Included in this claim is the "territory"
of reproduction. Women physically are almost solely responsible
for childbearing, and, in this society, childrearing. On the
other hand, most men are brought up to see an equation between
masculinity and power, and that the latter is achieved through
the acquisition of property.Heterosexual relations, the perception of women and children themselves as property, reflect this
power. (At birth, we are given the father's name; if we marry,
we are given the husband's name.) With the act of reproduction,

the male's property increases. We should keep in mind that
property is wealth under capitalism. But historically, the
production of workers (reproduction) has been as important
to the maintenance of the system (note the slave-breeding of
the early U.S.). Lesbian oppostion to the patriarchy denies
continued supply of worker material to the oppressors.
Again, quoting Bunche, "Since men of all races and classes
depend on female support and submission for practical tasks
and feeling superior, our refusal to submit will force some
to examine their sexist behavior, to break down their own
destructive privileges over other humans, and to fight against
these privileges in other men."
An anti-imperialist analysis of the world is one that sees the
primary contradiction in human relations as rooted in capitalism,
that the oppression of all people is derived from a system based
on profit. Many women and lesbians have been angered by the
sexism and anti-gay attitudes they have faced within different
groups on the left, and have been frustrated by views that
define our oppression only on an economic level. Many socialist
thinkers and leftist groups have not dealt with the issues
raised by the women's liberation movement, or have not taken
seriously questions of sexual oppression because they are seen
as somehow "less important" than questions of economic exploitation.
Some lesbians argue that Marxist theory, and the socialist and
communist revolution it advances, are incompatible with gay
liberation, being essentially "male" systems of thought and
practice which are automatically oppressive to women and to
gays. "Women have been no better off, and in some cases, homosexuals have been worse off, under socialist systems of government," say Abbott and Love in Sappho Was a Right-On Woman.
Socialism in and of itself does not guarantee the elimination
of lesbian and women's oppression, but creates the material
conditions that would end the necessity for domination and
exploitation. Women are better off, and have made tremendous
gains in countries like Vietnam, Cuba, China, where masses of
women are moving towards liberation. This is evident from the
priorities of adequate childcare and health facilities, to the
drive for universal education, to the enforcement of "family
laws" which make clear that housework is a responsibility to be
shared by women and men, to the exposure and rooting-out of
patriarchal attitudes. To quote Juliet Mitchell, from Woman's
Estate, "... the oppression of women is intrinsic to capitalism,
not to socialism."
The gay liberation movement has posed freedom of sexual choice
and the elimination of sex roles as its main focus. This is
happening at a time when birth control is eliminating the
necessary connection between sexuality and reproduction. But
liberation will not happen merely as a result of technological/
scientific advances. If we want to be effective, we must examine
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who is in control of these resources and who benefits by
their use/misuse. As gay people who threaten the institution
of reproductive heterosexuality, we pose a threat to imperialism
itself, whose functioning depends upon rigid divisions among
people based on sex roles.
While a socialist revolution will have meaning for lesbians
only if it is accompanied by a movement that frees people from
present sexual roles, it is wrong for us to think that the
changes we want to make will only come about through changes in
our consciousness, without dealing with the issue of who holds
power in this country. A change in attitudes cannot happen without a total change in the social structures that create and
uphold those values.
Until recently, lesbians have not analyzed how our specific
exploitation related to the struggle for human liberation. Like
any other oppressed group, we must define our oppression ourselves, for no one else will be able to do that for us. In the
process of shedding an image of ourselves as sick people, helpless victims who are unable to make choices, and in the process
of moving from guilt to pride, we move to a larger consciousness
which will help us to make bridges with other oppressed people
in order to develop a wide vision for liberation. Where once
we were victims, we now find ourselves identified (and identifying
as) rebels, with nothing left to lose.
We wrote this paper in an effort to analyze the oppression facing
us as lesbians and possible ways of dealing with it. We found
that a major part of the oppression of lesbians is rooted in
women's roles within the family. These roles are defined by the
needs of imperialism to use women as reproducers and unpaid
servants. Lesbians challenge these roles by relating for the
purpose of love and friendship rather than reproduction. However,
women loving women in and of itself is not revolutionary. The
basis for lesbian liberation will only exist when imperialism
is defeated, and replaced by a socialist system. In a socialist
system, based on non-competitiveness, there is not the necessity
for the continued oppression of lesbians. But we cannot achieve
the defeat of imperialism by ourselves alone. We follow the
leadership of the heroic struggles of the Vietnamese people
against U.S. imperialism. They have embraced any struggles against
U.S. imperialism (the prison movement, the national liberation
movement, the anti-war movement, the lesbian movement) as part
of a fight against a common enemy. In the same way we see our
struggle as intrinsically related to the struggles of Third World
and working class peoples, to the liberation of colonized nations
such as Vietnam and Puerto Rico. We must attack the imperialist
system at all levels - in schools, in prisons, on the Job,
in the home.

There is something very appealing about the old argument that
feminism is somehow separate from other people's struggles, that
women have always assumed the role of mother/supporter, have
always worked for other people's liberation at the expense of
our own, that now it is time to be ourselves for ourselves only.
Many of us are, and have been for years, extremely angry: angry
at the state and at individual men who have wielded power over
us for so long; angry at the contradictions inherent in many
revolutionary movements that are slow or negligent in dealing
with sexism. But we do not see all men as the enemy. We are
seeking proper targets for our anger. We want our anger to
function as a precise tool, burning away the layers of conditioning that have enveloped us for so long, leaving us changed
women.
In dealing with our anger, there is the danger that we succomb
to the romantic idea that, having been victimized for so long,
we are pure, not responsible, just beginning. We are Just beginning to be born. But this birth is a conscious and painful one.
We are not innocent. We cannot pretend that we can start all
over. We do not want to throw out the rich heritage left to us
by heroic women of the past, and we want to learn from the
history of ther people's movements against oppression.

How long do they think they can keep me down,
keep me thinking I'm crazy and wrong,
now that I've tasted your lips and your breasts,
now that I know how right it feels to hold you,
now that I've talked to you
and seen how you understand me.
I don't have to grapple with you to
"please understand me,
try to understand me,
this is what it's like to be a woman."
You already know.
Deep in your soul, you already know.
We grow strong together, you and I,
my lover, sister, friend,
grow strong in preparation for the women's
revolution within the revolution,
prepare to fight for our freedom and our love,
as we fight for all the people.

*^ -

.-

. '"••'•''. ''^te--'. 'v: : i- : '' ' '.:- ; '-" ••'•••'-, ? .'.!'*•': i'":*',* •'••.',>•"" ;,', : /-^'^^'x;;'.v !..''V rri.-}':^.- '••• v : i;: ' •;.-'''..

>

• •'''' '..•'.' '•'•^'''•"'-.,'

'•• . i ; ' '•'.'•' .'• •'•''•

•

;•','';':•{

'••''-.

•ml i ^fiK'«?lSlii^|5f|S liSfSSw

••''

