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The PFLP, while highly praising the firm and principled
positions of the USSR concerning our people's struggle, ap-
preciates the peacelul Soviet initiatives leading to the agree-
ment to eliminate medium-range and short-range nuclear
weapons, as the first step towards protecting humanity from
the dangers of a nuclear war,

The succes af the imperialist-Zionist-Arab reactionary ag-
gression in this region is not inevitable. In contrast to the of-
ficial policies® decline, bright signs have emerged and proved
the Arab nation's capabilities. Our Palestinian pcople’s upris-

ing in the occupied homeland the heroic struggle of the
Lebanese National Resistance Front, and the Palestinian
military operations in the occupied homeland, the latest being
the heroic hang-glider operation, all these facts point out the
possibilitics of succes in foiling all hostile plans.

On the 20 th anniversary, the PFLP promises 1o continue the
struggle until total victory and the achievment of the national
goals of the Palestinian people of return, self-determination and
the establishment of an independent state on Palestine.»

Interview with

Comade Gor Haas

On the occasion of the PFLP’s 20th anniversary, Secretary General Comrade George Habash gave an

T

Twenty years after the PFLP's establishment, can
you describe the circumstances in which it was
formed. What were the expectations that motivated
the decision to establish the From?

The idea Lo establish the PFLP arosc duc (o the results of the
1967 war, when the Zionist encmy succeeded in occupying the
rest of Palestine, in addition to the Sinai and (he Golan
Heights. This made the Arab and Palestinian masses disillu-
sioned with the nationalist bourgeois regimes, headed at that
time by Nasser’s regime in Egypt. The masses were shocked by
the defeat and the new Zionist expansion, and by the tailure of
the nationalist bourgeois project spearheaded by the Egyptian
regime. The question was what to do (0 restorc our masses’
self-confidence and restore the credibility of our slogans.

In order to liberate Palestine, siruggle by all means was
needed... at that time, the PLO was not the same as it is now -it
was not a front-like framework led by the armed resistance
organizations, it was only a few vears old. The masses had no
confidence in it. It did not represent the Palestinian people’s
will. Nor was it a suitable ramcwork for mobilizing their
capabilities for the liberation struggle. It had been established
by the Arab regimes, which made it dilficult 1o imagine that it
could escape their control. This is not meant o belittle the im-
portance of the PLO's having been ustablished... But the re-
quirements of truth make us point out the many reservadions
and questions that remained... Faced with this situation, we
made our decision to initiate new revolutionary action whercby
the Palestinian people could practice their will by fighting to
liberate their homeland.

In these eircumstances, it was natural to think of establishing
a national ront, representing the vanguard Palestinian lorces,
to restore the prominence of the Palestinian role which had
been overlooked rom 1948 until 1967. The time had come for
a new revolutionary response, with a different class nature,
capable ol facing the new challenges. We saw the Algerian
people’s revolution as an inspiration, as well as the experience
of the Yemeni masses in the South, who achieved independence
in 1967,
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A POPULAR FRONT

We engaged in contacts with all Palestinian forces and
vreanizalions that were preparing for armed struggle to
liberate Palestine through protracted people's war. The most
imporiant organizations were Fatah, the Palestinian branch of
(he Arab Nationalist Movement, the Heros of Return, the
Palestine Liberation Front, the Palestinian branch of the Baath
Party and more than twenty smaller factions. This abundance
ol factions refllected the Palestinian people’s awakening.

The name, Popular Front lor the Liberation ot Pulestine.
did not cuerge at that time, for the negotiations which were
held among Palestinian organizations in Damascus aimed at
forming a fighting, nadonalist, people's front. We wanted to
include all Palestinian forces, also Fatah, but the dialogue did
not ¢nd in agreement to form such a front. Fatah refused to
participate, so the only choice then was to work with the
organizalions that agreed to forming a unified front. Thus. the
Popular Front for 1he Liberation of Palestine was formed from
the Palestinian branch of the Arab Nationalist Movement (the
Youth of Revenge). the Heros of Return, the Palestine Libera-
tion Front and a number of independent nationalists.

When we first thought of establishing the PFLP after the
Sune defear, (he expectations were that this front would in-
clude ali Tighting Palestinian orgauizations, as had happened
in Algeria (the Algerian Natonal Liberation Front) and the
National Liberation Front that achieved the independence of
South Yemen, We never thought that we would be building a
Marxist-Leninist party. The idca of transformation was not
introduced at that time. When the PFLP’s establishment was
declared, it was clear that it was a (ront including the greatest
possible number of existing Palestinian fighting organizations.
and which aimed to continue working with Fatah in a unified
front. This is what happened in 1968, when we reached an
agreement that made the PLO a front-like lramework led by
the lighting organizations, without losing the PLO" represen-
tative capacity as a member of the Arab League.

From the start, we didn't plan to lorm a party called the
PILP.
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Cancerning our gaspirations and cavpectations, we didn’t im-
agine thag liberating Palestine would be ashort pienic.

Based on our understanding ol Zionism. 1ty ideology, prac-
tice and alliance with imperiafism, we Anew well thac the
Lideration provess would be tough. Bbitter and historie. Ex-
perience has proved the importance of constamtby clirifying

tn1s 1act 1o our masses, so that thev undersiand the complesity
ol thix process and are prepared 1o fight along-term battle un-
Jdliiberating the homeland

Do you think rthat the initiative 10 form the PFLP
was correct at thai time? Did vou arrive at a correct
balance berween the Palestinian and the Arab na-
Jonalist dimension in ihe Palestinian struggle. Or
did the dectsion come 1oo late?

Uthink it came faie, W, we the Pulestinian branch of the
Arab National NMovement had thoueht at practicing armed
striggle and people’s war ggainst the Zionist enemy sinee 1964,
usoevidenced by the 1964 of the martyr. Khaled Abu Atsha,
whom the PET P considerc iy first martyr.

We deeply believed in the necessity of armed struggle as a
method for which there is no substitute in liberating Palestine.
At the same time, we saw the need for coordinating with the
Nasserice [eadership, because we could not envision a com-
prehensive conlrontation of the enemy camp without a con-
nection between Palestimian action and the Arab national
libersition movement which was then headed by Nasser's
tevpt... We prepared to start the armed struggle, but at the
same time we understood that this was subicet (o coordination
with Nasser's Egypt.

| remember a mecting with Abdel Nasser in early 1964, when
we as vanguard forces had started to realize the dilemma of
Nasserism despite the masses adherence to Nasser’s leadership.
' had two proposals at the mecting, after presenting a long
analysis of Nasscrism's. The first suggestion dealt with the
acnted struggle in South Yemen where the October revolution
had started in 1963, At that time, we did not cnvision its
triumph without Nasser's support... | reviewed the carly period
of the armed struggle and the need for supporting it. The se-
cond suggestion dealt with the Palestinian armed struggle, the
necessity of initiating it.

Nasser’s response to the first suggestion was (hal he ex-
pressed readiness to give support: he suggested starting
gradually, afice having scen if the conditions are suitable...
Concerning the Palestinian issue, | still remember his exact
words. He said that «the issuc of «lsracl» is more complicated
than many people think. As 1 have said on many occasions, |
don't have a plan to liberale Palestine, for the batile against
Isracl is at the same lime the batde against US imperialism.»
The discussion between us was honest, clear and cordial.
Nasser stressed (hat armed struggle against the Zionist cnemy
nceds deep and loag 1hinking. and finding suitable conditions.
11 was obvious thal he was not enthusiastic or approving of my
suggesdion lo initiate armed struggle against the Zionist enemy.
But to us, this issue was very important, so we arrived at a
formula with Nasseg allowing - for preparations for armed
struggle,

To us. this meant to star! [raining, reconnaissance, moving
arms. elc.

Over the past two decades, the Front has passed
through several stages. Can you evaluate these?

The first stage was the formative one which | spoke about
when telling how the PFLP was formed as a framework for the
Palestinian people’s movement, not only as a political party,
and how the circumstances following the 1967 defeat gave birth
10 this idea. - -

The second stage started with the withdrawal of the Palestine
Liberation Front, to establish what has beccome the PFLP-
General Commapd As a result of their withdrawal, the PFLP
becarne the Palestinian branch of the Arab Natdionalist
Movement, because the remaining component (Heros ol
Return) was a seccondary organization with origins in the ANMI
as well. As a result, a gualitative transformation occurred in
how the PFLP vicwed itself, It was no longer a united {ront ol
all the classes and stratas of the revoludion, like the Vietnamese
or Algerian modcls. Instead, this chance receded, and the
Front became mainly an essential organizalion among the
organizations of (he Palestinian revolution, One can ask why
we maintained the same name... In its Nrst year, the Front
succeeded in seccumulating a big record of political andJ
military siruggle, and it acquired the people’s (rust.

We aspired 10 maintain this record, but we realized that we P
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were ane organizanon of the revolution and behaved i il
Wy

The biggaest question we asked ourselves at 1hid time wis:
What is he politcal, ideological and social nature ol our
oreanization? We outlined our amwer in the light ol
developments experivnced by the Palestinian branch of ihe
ANML, ideologically and class-wise, We considered ourselt e
an orgunization of the Palestinian working clasws, i.e.. the
organization that represented the ideology and political 1hink-
ing of the working class. In short, the second stage meani
keeping the name PELY, despite the realization_ihat we were
an organization ol the working class...

The third stage Witnessed intensification of internal discus-
sion berween the leading (igures of the Palestinian braneh of
the ANM.

These discussions focused on whether or not the PFLP,
given its new situation afier the PLF's withdrawal, could be
transformed into a working clacs organization. There were two
viewpoints. The first viewpoint was held by (hose who still fead
the PFLP. They maindained that the PFLP could be
tansformed into a leftist, Marxist -Leninist party, represen-
ting the Palestinian working class. They held that in the
vansformation process, although it might be long, the PELP
\would be able o acquire Marxist-Leninist theory.

The sccond viewpoint maintained that this was impaossible,
that PFLP, as a pctit bourgeois party., could not be
transfarmed into a working class party. The maximom they
thought could be reached by the PFLP way (0 have leftis
clements, but not to become a Marxist-Leninist party. Thic
stage ended with the group holding this view spliting

from the PFLP in Fcbruary 1969, (o form the Democraur
IFront for the Liberanion of Palestine. 'DFLP

Naturally, this was not the only issue ol concradiction that
caused the split. There were maay political and organizational
differcnces, but the main issue that led 10 the split was the issue
of transformation. [ thought that we could have managed to
solve the political and orpanizational differences had the
viewpoints on the ransormaton process been reconciled.

The (ourth stage: After the DFLP’s split, the PFLP entered
the fourth stage in its developmeni - the stage of (ransforming
into a Marxist-Leninist party, a party for the Palestinian
working class. We are still in this stage which is near suggessiul
conclusion. This stage, which startcd alter Fc\ﬁ&_limaryi_lgé_*)} is
divided into scveral substages, which we can review through
our national congresses: The second congress, which was held
in February 1969, issued «The Sirategy for the Liberation of
Palestine», which outlined the PFLP's aspirations and future
{organizational) form.

Between February 1969 and March 1972, the PFLP's
leadership worked 1o erystallize the Front’s leltist nature
through its political positions and slogans, whether cancerning
the position on the Jordanian regime, the Jordanian masses
and nationalist forces, or the PFLP’s understanding of the
concept of Palestinian national unity. In all these positions, we
worked 10 crystallize our leftist political identity as a Palesu-
man organization for the working class.

In the third coneress, in March 1972, we reviewed the
organizational structure of the PFLP and outlined the big
shortcomings in this. We examined the factors of this short-
coming and outlined organizational guidelines to overcome
this. The congress adopted the internal rules and regulations of
the PFLP, which are the rules for a communist party. Then
started the long, hard process of advancing the organizational

situation of the Front to the level outlined in the incernal rules
and regulations, particularly to enact democratic centralism
which is the basis for all working class parties. This was one of
the most diflicult stages through which the Front has passed,
and many questions were raised aboul ils capability (0 succeed
in he rransformation process. However, around 1979, we
oeean to fee) that we had successlully passed this slage.

In the fourth congress, April 128__.1‘ we were able 1o register
our satisfaction with the progress we had achieved in the
transformation process, on both the political and organiza-
tional fevels. We outlined the headlines for our future tasks:
conclude the transformation process by strengthening the
theoretical knowledge of our leadership and cadres.

These are the stages undergone by the Front in its transior-
mation into a Marxist-Leninist party. As you noted. they were
interiwined. D is difficult to r101ally scparate the one from the
other. [ have simply distinguished them in terms of our main
coneern at each stage...

THE PFLP AND THE SPLITS
Who was responsible for the splits in the PFLP?
What caused them and were they inevitable or not?
To what extent has the Front overcome the
possibility of splits in the Nwure?

First, let us distinguish between what happened in 1968,
when the PLI withdrew, and what happened in 1969, when a
group split 10 form the DFLP. In the first case, it was not split,
but the termination of a partnership between several organiza-
tons, exactly like when the PFLP terminated its partnership
with the Salvation Front in April 1987... As for the sccond
case, it was a rcal split. A group from our ranks split and
formed a new organization, afier it was impossible for them to
coexist with the mother organization, especially since the dif-
ferences focused on a central issue, that of transformation.

In 1972, the PFLP again faced a split by a group which call.
ed itself the Popular Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, but this was of little importance in terms of this
group's siz¢ or political-theoreticat idcas. The disappearance of
this organization from the Palestinian political scene proves its
weakness, but in any case, it was a split.

The PELP has constantly reviewed this issue of splits. In the
past, we laid all the blame on the group that split. We used to
study the reasons behind the split, as claimed by the splitting
group. We blamed left opportunism or scllishness or fac-
tionalism, cte., as the causes (or the split. However, with the
advance in the (ransformation process, we have changed our
way of analyzing this issve and its causcs. In the organizational
report of the fourth natvional congress, we said that in addition
10 the faciors for which the splitting group bears the main
responsibility, the internal situation of the PELP’s leading

bodies at that time was also partly responsible for the splits.
1 believe (hat given the state of the From's leadersthip al the

time, thesesplitscouldnot have been prevented. Had thesituation
been different, we might have succeeded in containing and
minimizing thew . Today, after two decades, history has given
us an answer 1o the outcome of this experience. Had the PFLP
disappeared or shifted to the right or remained in bourgeols
idcology aund practice, we could say that the viewpoint of the
comradcs ol the DFUP was correcl. However, since the con-
trary has occuered, and the Front has made greal progress in
the transformation, to a Marxist-Leninist party, the PFLP's
viewpoint was proven correct. | don't want (o go into details in




ths evaluation af the outcome of the split, but { have two
questions. The first is: What was the qualitagvely pew thing
whiclt the DFLP represented in the Palestivian arena? The se-
cond s What was the elffect ol (hat split on the conflict bet-
ween the Palestinian fertand right, at thar (ime and today?

As tor the future. | can sav with confidence that the PFFLP
has overcome the expericnce of splits. The geeatest prool of this
is that all the rumors of impending splits in the PFLP over the
past 1en years, and especially after 1932, have proved (o be
mere illusions on the part of those who spread these rumors.
Having courrageously studied the experience of the past split,
the PFLP today views with great satisfaction the high level of
political, organizationa! and ideological unity in our ranks. \We
are confident that all these illysions and rumors will be shai-
1ered on the roeks of our unity.

TRANS FORMATION
How far has the transformation process come?

I believe that our coming Tifth congress will deal with (he big
question: Did we couclude the transformation process, or do
we still nced more time to achieve this goal? Personally, | will
be supporting the viewpoint, based on knowledge, that the
transformation process has proceeded successfully, and that
we have become one¢ of the models for the tranformation of a
revelulipnary democratic organization into a communist
organijzation; that we have concluded or are near the conclu-
sion of the (ransformation process.

The yardstick for measuring the correciness of this judpe-

ment is how the Leninist principles are practiced. The most
imporlant of these principles concern the party's ideological
and class nature, its adherence to the principle of democratic
centralism, the practice of criticism and sclf-criticism, ete.
Cvatuating the PFLP by this scientific yardstick, | can confirm
that we have concluded, or nearly concluded the transforma-
tion process, and (his will be my viewpoint at the fifth con-
gress. ..
The process of cancluding the transformation over the coming
years is intertwined with two main tasks. The first of these is to
consolidate retations between the Palestinian revolutionary
democratic forces, 50 that they become the guarantee of (he
revolution... \Ve deeply believe in the necessity of unifying the
Palestinian left in order 10 build the vnjied Palestinian com-
munist party.

The second task is to struggle on two rronts. The first front
is (o strepgihen the political line of the PL O in order 1o nain-
tain its nature as a liberation movement opposing imperialism
and Zionism, and (o confront 2ny deviationist trends. The sc-

institutions and bodics. These tasks may need several years 1o
achicve.

Does the role played by the PFLP today meastire
up to the original expectations at the time of its
foundation?

I want to answer this bonestly and clearly. \We have hoped (o
have a bigger role among the masses and in the revolution and
the PLO. However, there are reasons for the gap between our
dreams and the reality.

First, in Jordan, the revolution was made up of two main

-groups, and we succeeded in making the left a competitive and

equal pole in relation to the right, We have worked so that the
posittons of the working class in the revolution would be
distinguished in programs, organization and bchaviour, in
cotirast 1o the bourgeois program represented by Fatal...
Despite the bitter experience of the splits, we succeeded in
maintaining this competitive pole... This was expressed spon-
tancously in the slogan shouted by the masses at that time:
alFor navional unity - Fatah and Popular Front.»

Second, in Lebanon, the situation was somchow different,
especially with the PLO’s achievements, like its gaining Arab
and international recognition. This helped (he influential
(bourgeois) pole in the PLO to exploit these achievements (o113
own advanlage. Here we should point out that the alliance
berween the Palestinian right, which was leading the PLO, and
the Arab right is organic. It stems from many factors, mainly
the Arab right's need for a Palestinian cover for its capitula-
tionist policies. Naturally, this alliance provided the Palcsti-
nian right with grear material support, including arms, which
helped the balance of forces in the Palestinian arena to tiltin its
favor.

After 1982, the importance of the Palestinian revolution's
primary opcration base, i.¢., occupied Palestine, was increas-
ed. The PFLP gained more strength in the Palestinian balance
of forces, due to its infuence in occupied Palesting, which gave
it a bigger role among the masses and 1n the revolution...

The important thing here is that we have always hoped the
Palestintan left would have a bigger role in the revolution,
becausc we believe that the left is the guarantce for protecting
the Palestinian national achievements and for the revolution's
continuation,.. Again, | wanlt to reaffirm that the Palestinian
right and left arc in a state of national unity in confronting the
enemy camp, and espectally the Zionist enemy.

THE PLO

‘The rclationship between the PFLP and the PLO

has fluctuated over the years. Can you describe the
most prominent stages in this relationship and ex-
plain these fluctuations?

Participating or not participating in the PLO institutions
and leading bodies cannol be the only measure of the PFLP’s
relationship to the PLO, although it is an essential measure.
This phenomenon, connected 1o the political and organiza-
tional conflict in the PLO, was never an expression of change
in the PFLP's position towards the PLO as the sole, legitimate
representalive of the Palestinian people.

Participation in the PNC is among the essential criteria for
adherence to the PLO, but it should be clear to all that the
PFLP participated in the PNC except lor a few specific occa-
sions and for specific reasons that had nothing to do with the
PFLP's conviction in the importance of the PLO. We did not
participate in the 5th and 17th sessions of (he PNC; we par-
ticipated only symbolically in the 6th session. In all others, we
participaled, which shows that our lack of participation has
been minimal.

In fact, our licerature has always outlined the reasons for our
not participating in these sessions. Concerning the fifth ses-
sion, we proposed during the discussions to include Arab reac-
tion in the ecnemy camp. We had in mind the upcoming battle
with the Jordanian regime and the nced for a scientific
understanding of Arab reaction’s position on the Palestinian
revolution. To us. this issue was not superficial or urimpor- p




tant; nor was it an issue that could be discussed with the same
case that we now discuss things. Despite our not participating
in this session, | remember that we organized forty seminars in
Jordan 1o explain ouc position, saying that we are replacing
our non-pacticipation in the PNC scession with forly « PNCs».

Concerning the [7th session, c¢verybody knows that other
orgnnizmiong including the Democratic Front, joined us in
boycolling this session, for reasons which are well known,
particularly in view of the dominance of a particular political
line at this scssion which was held in Amman (1984), which led
1o the rightist trend's continuing its political option which
ultimately led to the signing of the Amman accord with the

| Jordanian regime.

Concerning the Exccutive Committee, we boycotted it dur-
ing the period between the PNC's 12th and 141h scssions. Dur-
ing this period, we all remember the slogan raiscd by Fatah,
which controlled the PLO leadecship, for keeping chings as
(hey were, i.e., keeping us outside the Exccutive Commiitee.

The question might be raised as to the reasons for the
PFLP’s non-participation... What wecre our aims with non-
participalion on certain occasions, and what were the real
reasons for this behaviour? A review of the PFLP's literature
shows that our non-participation was due 1o our convictions
concerning essential political and organizational issues. We felt
we had to use all methods available in order 10 have certain
issues adopted in the PLO in a manner that would consolidale
national unity and promote the PLO's goals. Despite our con-
stant adherence to the process of pelitical and organizational
reform, we were not Lhe decision-makers in the PLO.

Everybody talks about hegemony in the PLO leadership and
the absence of democratic practices in its institutions. \What
then could we do when we Face a serious political or organiza-
tional issuc not approved by the hegemonic Icadership. The
fact was that after expending all ¢fforts, and failing to have
these positions adopted, we used this 1actic of non-
participation in order to bring the discussions being held
behind closed doors out in public. This was 2 way of saying to
our masses thal there is an important question which keeps us
from participating in the PNC, or the Executive Committee,
and (his question conceens not only us, but concerns first and
foremost the Palestinian masses. We were secking 1o draw the
masscs’ attention 10 the problem presented by the hegemony in
the PLO leadership, and the political and organizational
resulis of this hegermony.

Forming ‘the PLO's institulions and Icading bodies on
democratic front-like principles, that guarantce collective
decision-making, is the only way 10 prevent the occurrence of
this phenomenon. The continuation of the hegemony does not
prectude the PELP from using his tactic again.

[f the PFLP's non-participation is disturbing, the hegemony
and non-democratic mcthods used in the PLO are more
disturbing. Consohdating Palestinian national unity requires a
radical treatment of (he political and organizational miscon-
duct.,

Concerning the PFLP's mistakes in dealing with the PLO,
everybody knows from experience that we are not among those
organizations that claim to always be correct. Our literature
includcs a review of the mistakes we have committed.

Could we say that after 20 years in the PLO, 1he
PFLP’s use of the weapon of non participation
produced the desired results?
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Theorticatly ves. During the period that preceeded the con:
vening ol the April 1987 session ol the PNC. the front suceeed:
ed, by its decisive adherence to some political and organisa.
tional issucs, in having the PNC cancel the Amman accord. Ir
addition (o some other resolutions that opposed the imperialist
solutions and rehabilitated the PLO's alliances and nationa
program.

We have also won the political battle when the Rejectionis
bFront was formed. We wan by interconnecting the transitiona
solution with the strategic solution of the revolution.

But winning a battle comes only as a result of the politica
developments which foree the influential rightist trend in th
PLO to correct its political stands. Foc example, when the issu.
of classilying the Arab rcaction in the camp of the enemics wa
subject lo discussions at the Sth session of the PNC, we suc
ceeded later in having the PNC adopt this classification on!;
because the Jordanian regime had started ils war ol attritios
against the Palestinian resistance movement. But naturali
winning theoritically is different from winning practically. Thy
righdist trend in the PLO never adhered 1o the resolutions.

The issue of the Palestinian national action leader-
ship’s crisis has been raised for years. Aren’t you :
part of this lcadership? Does this crisis apply to the
Palestinian left’s leadership as well?

There is a difference between the bourgcoisic's dilemma i
leading the national work and the difficulties that face th
working class when leading this work. The dilemma of th
Palestinian national movement is a part of the Arab Libeis
tion movement's crisis. The crisis lies in hoth movements i
the class nature of this leadership, and in the particulal
dilemma of the revolutionary allecnative to this leadership
The continuing difficultics the Lelt faces contribute (o exten
ding the Palestinian national action leadership’s dilemma. The
historical role of the bourgeoisie has declined. 1t is no longe
capable of continuing and concluding the national anc
democratic liberation tasks. At some (ines this class can’ccve
maintain what was achieved. Concerning the Palestiniar
struggle, the great difficultics we face in this stage, could lead
the Palestinian bourgeoisic to favor a political settlement witl
the encmy before concluding the political liberation stage. Thi
could be seen in the politicat position taken by the rightist trenc
following the Palestinian forces’ withdrawal from Bcirut ir
1982.

The concept of the crisis as talked about does not apply 1
the Left. Despite the difficulties the Left faces, the Tuture fo
the Len is wide open. The Palestinian Left, duc 1o it
ideological and class nature, will continue the battle against the
enemy until 1otal victory.

Il is worth pointing out that the Palestinian Left was no
born as materialized Left. The process of transormatiol
governs the Lefc’s development. This means that the Left coul
have many mistakes and shortcomings which conld dela
rcaching its historical status as the leader of the Palestiniar
national action.

The scopes for the Palestinian Lefl to take control of the
revolution’s leadership are subjected to scveral factors. First
this process is a historical one. And during this long process
(he achicvements of the Lefc are accumulated until reaching
these goals. Sccond, taking control of the revolution requires
the consolidation of the Palestinian revolulionary democrati
forces’ clforts on all lcvels, ideological, polilical anc




organizational to achieve the unity of these forees. To that end,
the Front has expended great elffoets since the $th national
congress (1981) to pave the road for the Palestinian Let(s uni-
ty.

The Islamic trend is growing fast inside and outside
the occupied territories. Do you think this trend
will have the chance to control the PLO?

Firsi 1 would like 1o express my deepest appreciation {or Lhe
phenomenon of the wlihad Lstamin (the [slamic Jihad) in oc-
cupied Palestine for the many paintul blows it dealt 1o the Zionist
encmy. And we extend our hands for cooperation against (he
Zionist enemy. 1 agree with the evalvation that this trend is
growing inside and outside (he occupicd homeland. And this
phenomenon does not apply only to the Palestinian arena. i is
rather a phenomenon that is extending to many arcas in the

Arab world and some devcloping countries,
The causes (or this trend’s growth lic in the problems and

difficultics that face the socio-economic liberation process, the
development problems and the weakness of the working class
partics. This sitzation forces the masses (o turn 10 any path
they think could achieve their aspirations. During the Nasserile
era, this trend had no chance of growing this Tast, because the
masses saw in Nasser’s leadership the mean to achieve their
aspirations. But when this leadership failed to conclude the
socio-economic liberation process, (he masses lurned to other
trends.

We could add 10 these factors the victory achicved by the
[ranian revolution. This experience was an inspiration 1o the
masses, and its elfects extended to parts of the Arab and
Islamic world. Another laclor was the imperialist and Arab
reactionary encouragement ol the Tundamentalist forces to
serve their inlerests, mainly (o lace the growing infNuence and
strength of the nationalist and Marxist forces in the area. Saudi
Arabia poured malerial support 10 these forces. The Egyptian
regime of Anwar Sadat encouraged the Islamic force's growth
for some time in Egypt. The Jordanian regime facilitated the
activities of the Islamic Brotherhood and other {orces in Jor-
dan. But it is worth mentioning that the Islamic Jihad is dif-
ferenl from those other forces. While (he other Islamic (orces
dircct their activities against nationalist and progressive forees
in occupied Palestine, the Islamic Jihad concenirales its ac-
tivities against the Zionist encmy.

In the light of the resulis of the April 1987 unificaiion sexsion
of the PNC, the PLO should continue the political and
organizational reforms. This would promote the PLO's role,
status and forms of struggle, namely escalating the armed
struggle. The [slamic trend has the chance to control the
Palestinian scene once the PLO stops the armed siruggle and
devi its nationali addition 1o the work-
ing class inability 1o be an alternative leadership. Palestinian
masscs would undoubtedly turn towards the (orces the masses

< could achieve their aspirations. o

Whal is the PFLP’s understanding of the «Palesti-
nian  Entity»  and «independent
decision-making»?

Palestinian

Concerning the Palestinian Entity in this particular stage of
our struggle, the PFLP vicws that confronting the imperialist-
Ziom<t-Arab reactionary plan requires emphasizing (he in-

dependant Palestinian entity and identity and insisting on
¢stblishing the independent Palestinian state on our national’
soil. The Zionist project is based on negating the existence ot

state of alsracl» to become Israclis, while thosc Palestinian< m
the 1967 ocvcupied territoties be assimilated with Jordan. As
for the Palestinians outside the occupied Palestine, they should
according 1o the Zionist plan, assimitate in some Arab society |
or other socictics. Conlroating this projct necessitates cm-
phasizing the independent Palestinian identily and enuity. ~

Despite our deep conviclions that our llgﬁ( against this

Zionisl enemy has pan-Arab national dimensions, there re-

the Palestinian people and 1o assimilate the Palestinians in the \

mains the pcculiarity of this Zionist danger against the
Palestinian  people.  This peeuliarity  resulied in  the
materialization of a Palestinian national identity and enrity.
And (his can be cleacly seen in the Palestinian masses', whether
in the 1948 occupi erritorics, 1967 occupied tercitorics or
clswhere, adherence to the_PLO as their sole lggitimate
representative.  Thus, safeguarding the PLO as the
matcenalization o this Palestinian entity becomes a necessity.
Concerning the stogan of Lhe independent Palestinian
decision-making, it was raised in contrast to the strategy of the
Arab regimes, the classical war stralegy and against the Arab
regime’s logic of waiting until preparations (or this war are
complcted. Despite that, the Palestinian people realize well
that liberating Palestine is a task for the whole Arab nation.
And that the process of liberation could only be developed
through the joint efforts and capabilities of the Arab nation in
this struggle. Therefore. the decision of peace or war is an
Arab nanional decision that is taken by the Palestinian revolu-

lion in cooperation and coordination with all sincere Arab:)

!
forces.

The PFLP is viewed as a hard-liner towards the
Palestinian positions. It is also viewed as an
organization that accepts what has been rejected in
the past. What is your ¢xplanation?

As a national liberation movement, all Paiestinian classes
and strata, and the nationalist political forees representing
them, join in the battle against thc common enemy. But there is
a law that governs the relationship between all these lorces. It
is the law of conflicc and alliance. Understanding this scientific
law draws 1o the conclusion that we as a national liberation
movemnent have our internal differences, but are united against
the enemy.

] agree with your question that the PFLP is a hard-liner
towards (he Palestinian positions. The Front attempts by that
1o gain the broadest mass support in order to steer the conflict
in a direction that would achicve the minimum level of success.
But after that, the circumstances force the Palestinian forces to
unite. Misunderstanding Lhis Jaw sometimes makes the PFLP's
positions unclcar, and thus questions are ratsed.

It should be understood, that by joining the unity
framework, the PFLP docs not accept those policies it had re-
jected in the past. An example to this is the eonflict period that
the Palestinian political arena had lived through from (983
until the PNC’s unification session in April 1987. [s it truc that
the PPLP accepted in April 1987 the policies it rejected before
that? The answer naturally is no. The Palestinian national unity

achieved in April 1987 was bascd on the cancellation of the P
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Amman aeeord, specific orgamzanonal retorms and other
PNC resolutions. The PEFLP wayes the contfhict on strenght and
principles, and unites on the same basis.

In addition 10 the law ol conflict and albance, another
reivon lies behud this phenomenon, The PELP sanietimes
makes mistakes and misjudgements, and based on these mus-
judgements  the Front takes wrong stands. The PFLP
courageously adinits those errors, unlike other orgitnizations
which have the illusion that they never make mistakes, We
make mistakes, but when we discover them, we correct them
publicly.

An example was our stand afier the rightist irend in 1the P1LO
signed the Amman accord with the Jordanian regime. We
thought that the rightist trend had acepeted the Jordanian
conditions and that a bilateral settlement with «lsrachy was
destined. But after King Hussein's February 191h 1986 speech,
in which he ceased the coordination with the rightist trend, we
realized that the settlement road was a rocky road and that the
new objective conditions have paved the road (or restoring the
PLO’s unity on clear political and orgamzational tings.

I would like to clarify another point. The political movement
is a vacillating one. Consequently the PFLP formulates ifs
stands with the new politcal developments in mind. This
vacitlation requires that the PFLP's stands change as weli.

What became of the slogan «liberating all of
Palestine»? What arc the prospects for such a
slogan given the fact that «lsracl» now is a nuclear
power?

The world has known for a long time (hat «lsracl» owns

nuclear weapons. We also realize the great development in e
Zionist military strategy and technology. And we realise that
these facts will reflect themselves on our struggle and would
add more obstacles.
The most important goals of this nuclear blackmail is 1o ¢reate
the willingness to surrender in the Arab and Palestinian minds.
But ac the same time several considerations should be 1aken
meo mind. Firsg, the US noclear deterrence strategy Fatled in
Vietnam. And Washington failed also in preventing other na-
tions during the detente cra from gaining (heir independence
and liberation. Second, (he Israeli nuclear blackimail strategy
will become not only a problem for the Patestinian people but
an international problem as well, dircatening world prace,
Ehind. «lsrachs realizes that using nuclear weapons would un-
doubtedly be a threat o iiself as well. U am not playing down
the danger of this situation, this weapon or (he obatacle it adds
to our struggle path, but 1 believe that his threat will never
prevent the process of liberaung all of Palestine. This is our
principle line, but at the same time we cannol be dogmatic in
our analysis. We cannot predict the sohutions for futitre pro-
blems. We are dialectical, and we ake stands in accordance
with the circums(ances.

Don’t you think that there is a big diffcrence
herween the US military presence in Vietnam and
the lsracli presence in Palestine? The US had 1wo
choices. ctther stay or withdraw, But «lsrael’s» (wo
options arc survival or death. Don’t you think that
hese oplions would prompt «lsracl» 10 use the
nuclear weapon?

10
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scenarie Jor future events. But there is a posabilite 1l
«bseacls might find itself one dav faced with a big queste
faced with the aptions of death ar life, what kind ol fite do
want? is it the expansionist presence or the peacetul coevisten
presence? IS it possible, given the possibilily of shitung ¢
balunce of forces in the area in the Palestinian people's fie
thar a change in the present thinking of the Zionist state vug
take place? Where it will consider maintaining its «cttizetise
a democratic Palestinian state might be the safest method
suryive,
These and other questions emphasize the difficulis of givir
detailed answery in advanve. These questions afier all belong
a future era in the Arab—Zionist conflict. And given the pr
st decline ainahe official Arab policies. one cannot i
answers in advance. For this will certainly lead 10 mistakes ar
misjudgements. .

How can the Palestinian pcopte's inalienable n:
tional rights be achieved given the present worl
formula that seeks 10 solve the Palestinian probler
in a way that might bypass the minimum levet ¢
these nights?

1 strongly believe that the Soviet Union is commttied 'o 1]
Palestinian people's inalienable rights as the minimum I
required for any solution to the Palestinian problem and 1}
Arab—Zionist conflic., The Soviet Union will continue adhe
ing to these rights as long as the Palestinian side maintains
adherence and struggle. During my Jasc visic (o the Sovi
mone tds commitment was clearly outlined. A
Soviet afficial said that the only change in their stand is the
willingness to 1alk with the Israelis. The official added that |
these talks the Soviet Union has reaffirmed its well-know
positions (owards the Middle East crisis and the Palestini
problaim, which emphasize the lsraeli withdrawal from 1}
1967 ovcupicd territorics, sclf-determination for (he Palest
nuan people and the establishment of an independent Paleq
nian state, through the international peace conterence with 1t
participation of all concerncd parties, the permanent membe
ol the UN security council and the PLO on cqual footings,

et

During the past 20 vears of Struggle, 1o what exten
did the concept of operational bases prove itsel
scientifically sound?

By no way, should the concept of operational bases b
assessed in the Hght of the present conditions of the Palestinia
Revolution ourside occupied Palestine. The difficulties and th
obhxtacles racing the Revolution's sceond base. in Lebanon
chould not be taken as evidencee to the fall of this concept
which s scientifically and practically correct and appropriat
tor the Palestine guestion, with the Palestinian people's stato
of «diasporas and the nature ot the batule mounted gramsr th
Zionist-imperialist enemy, keptin mind.

The major pan of the Palestinjan people are livine
their_homeland, and that is \\'h)_' the concepl of operalion:
bases was adoplicd. [uwas turther erysialized and developed b
our deeper understanding of the nature of the enemiv and o
our determination 1o achiceve victory.

The Palestinian Revolution has Taced a great deal ol dil
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ficutiies, This coneept mght be viewed as a tudlere, because
onr eperience in lordan fatled to cavabbish a sound and solid
Pose N reesent. the Palestingn covalution it Lebanon taces
<o many difticuliies created by severad sides, However, there
sk wameh o W ek <hould  be
shouldered by over 1.3 milhon Palestinians in Jordan and
about 200,000 Palestinians hnving ia Lebanon? Would the
Palestintan Revolution inside Palesiine be able to go on with
such a great effeciiveness and vigour withou the support and
the backing of the secoud base abroad?

The long esperience of the contemporary Palesuinian strug-
gle made it clear (hat to keep the dialectical link berween the
Revolution’s forces inside and outside oveupied Palestine, icis
essential 1o ¢establish operational bases Vor the Revolution in
the front Arab countries, particularly in Jordan, due 10 its
specific significance and peculiarity. QOcassional failures and
difficuhies should by no mean make us give up these racts,
which were developed into rules through thie eapericiice of the
Palestinian struggle.

This is our outlook of the issuc. Furthermore, our political
and organizational sirateey lawd down by the second Congress
in 1969 called for the creation of an _Arab Hanoi. With this
frankness, we addressed our masses and our revolution forces.
Iy o wny should we adopt empinicisat as a lina Tris essential
10 have a workplan and to lay down a strateey. Such & strategy
might be modified, re-considered or developed, but there musi
be one,

The difficultics that conlronted the Revolution's second
basc in Jordan and Lebanon did not urge us o re-consider the
concepl itsell, because it is completely right, rather urged us 1o
find out why did we [ail (o cstablish inmvulnerable operational
bases outside Palestine. Our thorough review of this experience
allows us to attribuce this failine mainly 1o the fatlure of the
Palestinian Revolution (o establish the proper relation widh the
Jordanian masses and their revolutionary torces before 1970
and (o the non-establishment of sound relations with (he
Lcbanese masses and their revolutionary forces between 197
and 1982.

In Jordan, the Palestinian Revolution discegarded and
replaced the Jordanian people and the Jordanian national
movement. Misled by the illusion that it can peotralize the
regime by raising the slogan of «non interferrence in s inder-
nal affairs», the Revolution did not participate in the forda-

inre UCNTIONN;

- nian masses’ social-pational battles.

™= 1 Lebanon, the refationship was conlined 1o containing the
National Lebanese Movement. It contiscated their role, reviv-
ed opponcent traditional reactionary forces, and moved behind
1o contact theie Pacist encmies, including the

Had the Palestinian Revolution énjoved clarity of vision and
had it known how 1o cstablish good relations with the Jorda-
nian and the Lebancse peopte, had a supported them against
their narional and class enemics, the siiwatnion would hase
greatly altered.

Prospects of struggle inside the occupied homeland

What arc the limits ol the Palestinian struggle in-
side Palestine? What is (he exact task of this strug-
gle and what is (he actvual capability 1o upgrade this
stragele? To what extent have the slogans on 1his
level bcen translated into concrete  ac-

.complishments?

Fhe strugale o vur people miade the occupied honteland o
stronghy linked to the strugule mounted by (heir fellow people
(v eniles These ties were marvellously manifested theougl the
nprisimes staged by the Patestinsan people inside the occupicd
territories to back and support their cevolution abeoad in timyg
of need.

Undoubtedly, there are wide prospects for this courageous
struegle, as resistance wavs are being continuously developed.
The recent uprising staged by the Palestinian peaple in the oc-
cupied homeland in protest to the visit of George Shultz, the
US secretary ol State, provided undeniable evidence o ther
absolute and non-controversial rejection of the Camp David
Accords, and of the Jordanian regime’s oplion. Their uprising.

“which lasted for months, provided evidence 10 the Tfact that

wollective unitied action could erystalise and safeguard againsg
the capitulationist plans masicrnnnded by the US—Zionist
alliance, and aceepted by the Amman and the Cairo circles.

Ihe collective Palestinian will, demonstrated during Schul,”
VBt 15 a 2ood example 10 tollow in the future. It might work
as a fiest hink in the chain of the Palestinian ¢ounter-attack
szamst the deterioration and retreat scheme rargeong the eniire
Arab World.

It is high time (o accord sutficient antention to the Palesii-
nian Revolution™s first base, inside the occupicd territories.
I'his is o lesson we learpt (rom the past caperience. In the past,
the Revolution leadership did not work effectively to develop
national struggle, it has rather involved itself in several pro-
blemis and concerns Facing the Palestinian action abroad.

In occupied Palestine. there are aboul two mtllion people
living under the voke of occupation and suffering of awful and
unbearable conditions, Therefore, it is nccessary 10 excrcise all
forims of struggle. Once again, the signilicance of the first base
is demonstrated. :

AL present, we must first work (o unite the insteument of the
revolution inside Palestine, througl the possible coordination
tarms. Therefore, we should speed up work to translate the
resolutions of the unification session of the PNC held in
Algiers last April. We express sadsfaction over the results at-
tained on this levet and call for autatning morc similar ac-
complishments.

Itis tme 1o give priority (o stepping up our military activities
inside occupied Palesiine, to escalate all other forms of strug-
gle and 10 take the months-long uprising as nur example for
future action.

It is time to acvord more auention o the anti-Zionist
democratic Israch Torces and to extend suppori for their
struggle against the common coemy.

Strueele inside the occupied territorics has more than one
stralegic and dircet task. l¢should keep the Palestinian question
aflarc on both the Arab and the international levels, in order 1o
cnable friendly Torces 1o step up their solidarity campaigns tn
support of our cause and intensi{y their pressure on the cncry
I rorceis to recogaize our legiimate national rights, foremost of
which the right of the Palestinian people 1o self-determination
and (o the establishment of their independent statce.

Ir <howeld Wso push the Iscaclis 1o be convinced thar there
are a Palectinian people having just national rights. As
«lsraeln managed 10 introduce psychological changes in our
i by persuading alf that «lsrachy is undefeatable, we <honld
at least tell the enemy that the Patesiinian peaple cxist, and can
not beignored. Their rights have has to be recognized.

\We must exert every possible effort 10 make the burdens of
the occopation far heavier than its revenues. Then and only )

N



then, we would be marchimyg along 10 restore vur Just nationa!

righis.
This, ol course, is not the 1ask ol the strupgle ingide the oc-
cupied terrtories onfyv. This struggie can not introduce the

needed change in the bakance of Torces, which would Foree the
establishment o a Palestinian <tate despite the enemy’s will.
bui rather itis the task ot the entire Palestinian stragele, fully
linked to its national and international ist dimensions.

How did your viewpoint develop concerning the
relationship between the Palestinian navional lactor
and the Arab national factor?

This viewpoint developed during two stages, cach divided
into subdivisions. The [irst stage was my participation in the
Arab Nationalist Movemen( {ANAD). This stage overlooked the
Palestinian unational ractor and emphasized the pan-Arab
Factor. 1 would like (o point out that the ANM vigwed the
liberation of Palestine as a process that preconditioned
achieving comprehensive Arab unity. And the ANM's slopan
«unity is the road o Palesting» summarizes the ANM's think-
ine. The ANM strongly believed in the pan-Arab dimension i
the early fifties, when we attempled o wage military actions
against the Zionist cnemy, due to the continuous confronta-
tions with the Jordanian army which we used 1o catl in those
days the «Guardians of Israch».

Scveral (aclors played a role in emphasizing the pan-Arab
national facior firsi, the results of the 1948 war and the defeat
of the Arab armies in Palestine led us to believe in the pan-
Arab responsc apainst this ¢nemy. Second. at that time
the idea of pan-Arab was in its peak. Third, the atmospherc
that the late comrade Wadi Haddad and | found onrselves in.in
the American University of Beirnt (AU, wherc several Arab
militants showed readiness 10 struggle for Palestine, this al-
mosphere overshadowed the Palestinian nalional factor, [t is
worth pointing out that pan-Arab was an ideology opposing
imperialism, Zionism and Arab reaction. Added to that is the
ANM's inability to contact the Palestinian masses living in the
1948 occupied territories and 1o organize themn, The exeplion to
this was the Gaza strip, where the Palestinian chapter of the
ANM was a strong lorce.

The Nasserite era added (o our belicf that the pan-Arab idca
was close to liberating Palestine. But the evems that took place
later shocked us and forced us gradually 1o question Lhe old
pan-Arab ideas. The first event was the Zionists’ plan to
transfer the Jordan rivers' waier course and president Nasser's
failure to respond. The sccond cvent was the dissolving of the
uni(y between Egypt and Syria (1963), And the 1hird event was
the riumph of the Algerian revolution (1962). These cvenls
forced us to seriously reconsider the relationship belween the
Palestinian national factor and the Arab national factor.

Consequenlly a Palestinian branch of the ANM was formud,
called «The Youlh of Revenge». This branch was concerned
with the Palestinian struggle. And it was considered a step on
the correct path, despite the continued emphasis on the Arab
national dimension.

The second stage is the PFLP's. And in my own view point,
this stage materialized the correct and precise outlining of the
relationship between the Palestinian national and the Arab
national dimensions.

The PFLDP realized that the Palestinian national dimension
in the struggle should be emphasized more than ithe pan-Arab
dimension. The 2nd and 41th PFLP congresses' political reports
12

outlined precisely the dialectical relationship between b
Palestinian national and the Arab national dimensions.

What is vour response (o the charge that the PIL;
still emphasizes the pan-Arab dimension over th
Palestinian dimension?

[ can casily countercharge those people that they emphasi:
the narrow national dimension without taking any consider.
tion (o the nature of our enemy and the methods Lo confronti
But his essential issue should not be delt with charges ar
countereharges. A correct definition of the relationship b
ween these twa dimensions should be outlined. Our succes
confronting the impcrialist-Zionist-Arab reactionary can
requires mobilizing the broadest alliances berween
Palcstinian revolution and (he nationalist progressive Ar
Vorces and regimes. Emphasizing a narrow Palestiman n
tionalist dimension could only harm the struggle.

During the past 20 years what were
developments that took place in your viewpoin
concerning the structure of the Zionist entity ar
the factors affecting it, its relations to the west, tl
confrontation with this entity on the Palestini
and Arab levels in the light of the world situatic
and the conflict between Socialism and Imperialis
and the Israeli democratic forces?

The questions raised have great importance, particula
when undersianding the nature of the Zionist entity constitu
an important fact in outlining the forms of struggle against il

The essential issue that should be discussed in my opinion
the nature and the level of development that the Zionist st;
has witnessed and the effects of this development on us, ratt
than discussing the developments that took place in our vie
points. The Zionist state has witnessed several big qualitat
changes on all levels for the past 40 years.

On the economic level, indusiry is ranked first among !
different production sectors, in terms of the industry’s share
the GNP or the exports. In 1984,90% of the Zionist state’s ¢
ports, which reached 6.5 billion dollars, were manufactur
goods. Industry in the Zionist state has become the domin:
factor in economy. The major weight in the Isracli indus)
now is direcied towards the «technotron» stage where ch
tronics beconie the cornerstone of the industrial technoloey.

On (he miliary level, Israel now produces the MIRKAS
tanks and the KFIR fighter plane and is developing the
dustry of missiles, including the Jericho-Il missile which
capable of carrying nuclear warheads, And it is well-kno
that «lsrach» ¢xports arims (o several African, latin Americ
conntrics and even 1o the US army. Although the preduction
the LAVI-fighter plane has been delayed, developing the pl:
is still continuing.

Despite these cconomic and military developmenis, the m:
issue of concern are the developments that took place, @
could 1ake place, in the organic raltionship between the Zior
state and the Zionist movement, aad on the refarionship b
ween the Zionist state and the Zionist movement on once ha
and imperislism on the other hand. When «lscaclr v
established in 1948, some said that this state could live n
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mally among the region’™s countries, and its connection to
Zionism iy not mevitable,
play Tor imperialism. And consequently major forces in the
Arab communist movement and progressive world public
opinien outhined their stands concerning «§sraels on that basis.

In cantrast 1o this viewpoint which prevailed after WA I
and as a resilt of the holocaust, another viewpoint considered
crystatization of the Zionist project and a
materialization of the organic bonds and joint interests of
imperialism and Zionisnn in this regron. «lstacls has became
an indivisible part ol tmperialista™s world policies. In addition
to its rote in this region, «lsrael» is playing an important role in
supporting fascist and racist regimes in Latin Amecica, Central
America and Africa. And «lsraely today is a partnerin the US'
SDI program which is a tircat to all humanity. In addition to
its well-Xnown participation in the anti-USSR campaign.

[t becomes natural thus 1o conclude that after 40 vears, the
organic bond between «lsrael» and world Zionism and bet-
ween «lsriels and world Zionism on one hand and imperidism

neither the rofe 1 was supposed 1o

«lsracly o

on the other hand is a reality. This bond aims at increasing the
role of «lsracl» as a partner in execuwting aggressive plans and
profiting from these plans. This act is materialized by the
«Strategic Alliance» agreement between «lsracl» and (he US.
This alliance only reconfirms the organic bond Dbetween
«lsrael», Zioaism and world imperialism.

The logic which views the Araby” stand in rejecting the e.
istence of «Isracly has pushed matters that far, is towally in-
corrccl. This could be seen in «lsracl™s» continuous aggression
and cxpansion despite the fact that tie Jordanian army was
mainly concerned with protecting «lsrael’s» borders, the Jor-
danian regime's and other Arab regime's aceeptance of the UN
resolution 242, and the willingness of most Arab stales to
recognize «lsracl» and 10 negotiate with it. Thisis the realuy of
«lIsracl» and the reality of Zionism. The PFLP deals with
realities, and based on these realities takes its stands. The ag-
gressive expansionist nature of the Zionist state and the role it
plays in imyperialism s world policies will undoubtediv help dig
its own grave,

Relations with Israeli democatic forces

[c should be clear to all that any cvaluation of the Israch
democratic forces should be connected directly and dialee-
tically to the naturc of the Israeli sociciy and 1o the background
of «Jsrael's» csiablishment from economic, political and
historical perspectives. Added to that is these forees’ viewpoint
on how to \olve the «ewish problemsy, given the natuie ot the
Zionist state, the scopes of its development and its internal
contradictions.

First | would like to point out that the stralegic slogan raised
by the PFLP since its establishment was «establishing the
people’s democratie Palestinian state», where total cquality
prevails, notwithsianding sex, religion wnd race, Ity natwal
thus. that the Palestinian and Arab struggle should intercon-
nect with the struggle of the democratic and progressive forces
in «[srael» which raise stogans that conform with the Palesti-
nian revolution's sltogans and have anti-Zionist stands
ideologically and practically. And we have worked (or a long
period emphasizing this point in the PNC's resolutions,

particularly in the 13 1h, 14 th, I5 th, 16 th sessions and was
reconfirmed in last April's session of the PNC. We realize that
there should be a distinction between the Israch democraiic
and progressive forces and the Zionist forces, Neglecting these

differences only harms the Palestinian revolution. It confuses
the Palestinian masses and provides a Palestinian cover for
Arab—Zionist vontacts, inn addition to weakening the stands of
the Palestinian revolution's Arab and international alliances
and the role of the lsrach democratic and progressive forces

thenisels es. . . .
The PELP does not underestimale the importance of taking

adh antage of the internal contradichons in the Zionist state.but
we should not overestimate the weight and infMuence of these
contradictions in the present period. Although some Zionist
circles have begun calling for an [sracli withdrawal from parts
of the occupicd territories, as a result of the growing political,
military and demographical role of the Palestinian lactor and
e (car for the security of the Zionist state, these circles are
ot influential in the decision-making and siill adhere to the
Zianist ideolory which is bascd on cxpansionism and negating
the existence of the Palestinian people.

Somc people say that this period ol the Palestinian struggle
is dedicated 1o gaining the inalienable national rights of the
Palestinian people, and that all stands which scrve reaching
this goal should be taken advantage of. But this viewpoint
overlooks what [ have mentioned about the organic bonds
between «lsrael», Zionism and world imperialism, which
nccessitates a dialectical interconnection in waging the battle
on all levels and fields. We are fighting against «lsracl» and
Zionism at the same time. Our fight to maintain the UN
tesolution 3379, which views Zionism as racism, is a tacticol
battle closely linked 10 accumulating victories to reach the
strategical goal. A

Based on this, the PFLP registered its reservauon on ihe
cesolution adopted in the April unification session of the PNC,
which catled for cstablishing contacts with democratic lsracli
forces without specifying an anti-Zionist nature and stands of
these forces. The PFLP considers Lhis resolution a -gap from
which some reactionary Palestinian forces could take advan-
lage ol 10 contact influcniial Zionist forces. And this was
manifested clearly in the Amirav-Nusseibeh mecting (Amirav
iv a member of the Herut party and Nusseibeh is a Palestinian
proflcssor).

My aim from this review is o outline the dangers behind
legitimizing and demanding contacts with Zionist forces, par-
ticutarly in this period of declining official Arab policies,
manirested clearly in the resolutions ol the Amman Arab
sumimit.

When dealing with this issue, 1wo facts should be taken in
mind. The (irst onec is that the situation of the parties in
«lsrael» is vacillating and unstable and this situation is ex-
pressed in the splits and mergers thal occured and which plague
the democrativ (orces as well. The second fact is the growth of
the rightist and fascist trend in the Israeli society in contrast to
the limited size and effects of the Israeli democratic (orces.
And this could be clearly seen in the results of 1he Knessel elec-
(tons and polls. In the 11 th Knesset clections, the Democratic
I'ront for Pcace and Equality gained only 5,800 Jewish votes,
whereas Kahana gained 20,000 Jewish votes, which clearly in-
Jicates the rorementioned ract Devpite that, this doen’s mean
(hat the Zionist stale has no internal contradictions or that the
lasws of class struggle do not apply to it. But this requires the
Palestinian revolution to outline at every stage, the methods of
dealing with this issue and to take advantage of these con-
tradictions in a way that serves the just Palestinian struggle to
achivve the inglienable nadonal rights ot the Palesanian people
1o establish an independent stace. )
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