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" The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the colour
line. the relation of the darker to the lighter races of men in Asia and
Afrioca, in Amerioa and the islands of the sea,® < W,E,B,DuBois ,

Address to the Nations of the World, Pan-African Conference, 1900,

" There iz slowly arising not only a curiocusly strong brotherhood of
Negro blood throughout the world, but the common cause of the darker reces
against the intolerable assumption and insults of Europeans has already
‘found expression., Most men in the world are coloured. A belief in humanity
means & belief in coloured men. The future world will, 4n all reasonable
possibility, be what colured men make it," ~. W.E,B,DuBois, ,

The Nezro,1915.

* and to
THE WESTERNIZED AND TRAGIC ELITE
OF ASIA, AFRICA, AND THE WEST INDIESwws
the lonely outsiders who exist promrionsly
on the clifflike margins of many cvltures.. mdq who are
distrusted, misunderstood, maligned, critized -
by Left and Right, Christian and paganee
men who carry on their frail but indefatigable shouldors
the best of two worlds.. and who,
smidst confusion and stagnation,
seek desparately for & home for their heartst
& home which, if found

could be a home for the hearts of all mn. - Richsrd Wright. White & Listen,




ﬁ the turn of the twentieth century thé ‘scramble for Africs ( or rape
of Afrioa, according to one's point of view) was over and. African ;ttmpts
to resist E\lropoan politioal and economio dminltion vere notubly \msuecoss.
ful, In the West Indies, the British were firmly ontrenchod and appeared to
bo there forever, In the United Statos. rocanstruction had long einoe
endod and racial repression and lynching were the order of the day, Imparia..
nem- new or old-» was the avowed policy of tho United Btatas and all tho |
ma jor European powers, Black intellectuals and thinkers, gemrall_y the first
generation with western education , made a number ‘of responses to their sidu
_tuation, These ranged from the accomoé#ﬁon&sm advocated by Booker T.Washe
1ngton of the United States, James Aggroy of the Gold Coast and John Tengo
“Jabavu of South Afriea to the militant advocacy of resistance of such as
'W.E.B.DuBois, John Chilerbwe of Nyasaland, and Henry Sylvester-Williams of
the West indiqa. , |

| The advocates of resistance, roga:dlosn of location, shared an idece

:logy which had, in genoral. two major features: first, an interest in and
.concern for the problems of black pecple wherever they may be stemming from
vtho‘ belief that the problems facing biaok pecple were htcmtibhal in scope
and had to be addressed at that level, and second, opposition to colonialism
and imperialism coupled with a desire for national independence. In the
United States, national independence was analogous to full politiecal, civil,
and social equality. Pan.Africanism, its ideas,goale and institutions, were
just one manifestation of this more general ideoclogy.

This paper will attempt to delineate, through a discussion of the six
Pan-African conferences held from 1900 to 1945, the interaction between black
intellectuals in West Africa, the West Indlies , and the United States , 88 they




‘ on | of racism -.nd ooltnulim. W.E,B,DuBois
13. of course, the ma jor figuro\in tho oarlior conforenccs. but this bapef
will attempt. to mphaaizo the uctivitiea of auch Woat Indians as C.L.R.

» Jamoa and George Padmore, and such Africans as Km& Nkrumah and llnamdi
Azikiwo. The education received by these men in the United su”" 1!!‘1!’!8 the
late 1920's and 1930'0. and their eatperioncos with radical politiehnc nnd

writers in both the United States and Britain prepared them te seiu the
opportunities provided by the deprossion. the rise of Bitlor nnd tho Socond
World War and made tho their post war drivo for national independence as
virtually inevitable. The Fifth Pannkfrioan Congress held in 1945 can bo
viewodusa culmination of p;reml and roigl forces :?ootod doe§ in the

” 'ﬁtts of Eurepo,. Africa, amd tho‘ No{r World, The story of the Pan-African
conforences and of the intcraction. both personal and 1ntolleotm1, between
vtho black Mtouectuals of Africa, the West Indies, and the Un:ltod Sutn
in the United States and in Britain 48 one that has yet to be told in detasl,
Thia paper is morely a preface or an introduction to one of tho more
fucinating ,and impomnt. historicel problms of our times, A oloar undere
standing of this aspect of the past could be of mostimlblo vuluo in
understanding both present difficulties and future prospocta g tho gﬁtoﬂ

action botwoqn vestern and non-westm ypeoples .nd cultures,




Pan-Africanism, in 1!'4_6 modern form, had its genesis in the minds of
New World blacks, its adolescence in the capitals of Furope, and its young
adulthood on the African eontinenf.. The problém confronting the ‘full A
turation of Pan-Africanism are many , but the idea is not dead and wil]; )
be of importance in the future history: of ‘the world,

In the late 1890's Joseph Booth, an English clergyman, chmupioned the
& by that +itle, fomed the

idea " Africa for the Africans®, wrote a '
African Christian Union, and called & conference in Natal to which one
hundred and twenty educated Africans ceme., At the conference, held in 1896,
Booth had the support of John Chilembwe, Navuma Tembula, Solomon Kumalo,
end several others, but his plan for the unification of Africans into &
United Christian Nation was rejected simply because the Africans felt that -
no white man could be trusted, not even Joseph Booth,}
' Tho ﬁmt Pan-African conference was convened in lLondon from January
23rd through the 25th,1900, The general secretary and initiator of the
conference was Henry Sylvester Williams, a West Indian barrister, Williams
was born in Trinided in 1868, taught for & while in an elementary school,
and later practived law in England and South Africa. He also acted as legal
adviser to several Afrioan chiefs who came to London on missions to the
Colonial FOffica. He found time to do extensive traveling in Africa, the
United States and Canada.’
Willianm's purpose in calling the conference wasz%ppou the aggression
of European colonizers , and to appeal to the British missionary and aboli.
tionist treditions to counsel protection for the rights of Afx_aaans. Working
closely with Williams was Bishop Alexander Walters of the A.M.E.Zion Church,
who was elected president of the conference, Vico-prosident was Henry Be.Brown
and chairman of the Comrmittee on Address was W.E.B.DuBois, In xuﬁ thirty




blacks attended, most of vhom were intellectuals from England, the West
Indioo and the United Sutos. . | o
In reply to e memoml sent by the eonfemao to Queen Victoria
proteating the treatment of Afrioans in Bouth Africa and Rhodosu. Joup;h
Chamborlain wx-oto that " Her m_jesty's Gov”mnet will not ovorlook the
interests and weolfare of the native races”,) It 18 perhape needless to
say that nothing further was done by . Her Ma jesty's Governmnet®,
Rayford logan contends thct Williars did not enviaion 1ndependenoo

or self-government for Africa. but that DuBois did and incorporated thoso

aims in the conference address, In addition to DuBois® famous dioctum that--
» thé problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the &or 1line®
the addros? urged fhnt the Briush grant self govermment to thoir African
and Wost Indian colinics as soon as possible, that the Congo Free suu
become an independent black nation. and that the integrity of such free
black nations as Ethiopia, Liboria and Haiti be roSpadted.u

The years from 1900v to 1915 saw the death of Williams, the shifting
of the bulk of DuBois' attentions to U,8., domestie problems, and tho
concentration of Bishop Waltor'a energies ir the activities of the Afro-
American Council and the AM,E. Zion Chureh, DuBois. however, did find time
to formulate concepts which would serve to build a thoorotiéai basis for the
Pan-African mcijment which he was to dominate until the Secomd World War.
In 1911, he attended the first Races Congress in London to deliver an ad-
dress entitled " The Negro Race in the United States™., This congress
consisted of representatives of many of the races and sub.races in the world
who were soeking cooperation, especially among social scientists, to ensure
a future free of recial prejudice and conflict, |

At the close of ﬁho First World War, | agitation for the rights of |
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Black people in the United States and throughout the world was growing, |
In December,1918, DuBois went to Paris with the twin goals of calling s
Pan-African Congress and of inpressing the nations st the Paris Peace Cone
ference of the importance of Africa to world peace, Neither DuBois nor hin :
plans for a cqngrdss were greeted by the colonial powers with any enthusiasm
and the best that he got from Col.House,advisor to Woodrow Wilson, was
sympathy, It was at this point that Blaise Daigne, & Senegalese deputy to
the French Chamber of Dephties and the Commissaire-General for West Africa
exerted his influence, Daigne was & close friend of Georges Clemenceau and
had ‘gained his indebtedness by recruiting thousands of African troops to
'Bo_iét,p:!'- the faltering French army in 1917. Clemenceau gave Daigmpemig-
sion to hold the congress and it took place from February 19-21,1919.
| The United States government, fearful that the Aynehing ‘of black
pecple in the United States and the treatment of black eoldiqré ‘in France
wculd be discussed, were annoyed upon hearing that tha congroéé véuld nmeet
.and_‘rofusod to grant passports to delegates from the United 8t3t¢s. DuBod.a
secretly contacted prominent Africans, West Indians and 1nt6n:st;d Americans
already in Paris, and cumodod in securing fifty-seven doligaio;i_t twont&-oni
from the West Indies, sixteen from the United States and twolve rm nine
Africen coﬁntriu. The Paris correspondent for the New York Evening Globe
mto ‘on Februaxy 22,1919, that this wass |
" ‘the first assembly of its kind in history, and has for its ‘object the
drafting of an appeal to the Peace Conference to give the Negro race of
Africa s chance to develop unhindered by other races, Seated at long
green tables in the council room today, were Negroes in the trim
“uniform of American Army officers, other Ameriocen colored men in frock
coats or businosa suits, polished French Negroes who held pnbl:lg
office, Senegalese who sit #n the French Chamber of Deputies,

Blaise Da.{gno was elected pmidopt.v and DuBois, secretary.




This First ?&ndfﬂmﬁ Congress dopiod ' resolutions concerning the -
general questiona of lard, espitul. hbor. oducation, hygiene, and the
treatment of ® civilized® blacks in Africa. The Congross aont. a patition to
the Luguo of Nations requesting that the former German colonies of ‘rogo-
land, Cameroons, South-West Afriecs, and Tangenyiks be placed under interns-
tional supervision and to be held in trust until the inhabitants beceme
self.governing. This idea was later reflected in the mandates éyétm of the
League, The Congress made no demands for independence, I

" As in 1900, the delegates were often not in touch with the masses of
Africans, West Indians, and Afro-Americans whoh they claimed to speak for.
This situation rendered all of the DuBois led congresses polit&cauy hnpo-
tent, and gave them an air of \mmlity. However the ideas voiced and the
rapport developed between black intellectuals throughout the world were
porhnps ample justification for the congresses, |

The outbreak of vecial viclence in the United States dnrﬂ.ng 1919 and
1920, commanded DuBois®' ma jor energies, Only after this tidal wave of racism
had ebbed somewhat was he able to make preparetions for the next congress,
Working with & few 1n£omt16mily oriented Afwmarioana and comspou-‘
ding with 1ike-minded blacks in other parts of the world, DuBois succesded
in arrenging a congress wiiich would teke place in London, Brussele and Paris
in August and September,1921, |

The Becond Pan-African Congress opened on August 28,1921, st Centrel
Hall in London, There were a large number of delefates, but they came
chiefly as ‘.lridividuula with few as anything more. Of the one hundred and
thirteen kdelagatos. forty-one came from Africa, thirty-five frbni the United

States, twenty~-four from Europe, snd seven from the West Indies,




The delegates endorsed a "Dec*‘ktion to the World"™ written by DuBois

and stating in part thats
The ibaoluto oquality of races, physical, political, and soocial, is the
founding stone of world and human advancement., No one denies great
differences of gift, capacity and attainment among individuals of all
races, but the volce of Science, Religion and practical Politics ie one
in denying the God-appointed existence of super-races or of races
naturelly and inevitably and eternally inferior,.. The doctrine of
recial equality does not interfere with individual liberty; rather it
fulfills $teees The beginning of wisdom in interracial contact is the
establishgent of political institutions emong suppressed peoples.
The habit of democracy must be made to encircle the earth,’

Sessions of this congress were also held in Brussels and Paris, A
permanent secretariat, the Pan-African Association, met periédioany in
Paris from 1921 to 1924, when it dissolved,

The Second Congress also selected Dr.DuBois to head a committee to
present a petition to the Mandates Commission of the League of Nations.

Dr. Dantes Bellegarde, Haitian Ambsssador to France and representative at the
League of Nations Assembly, introduced the committee and was instrumental

in getting the petition published as an official League document, In brief,
the petition requested that a qualified black person be appointed to the
Mandates Commission as scon as & vacancy occurs, that civilized men be re.
cognized as such regardless of race or colour, that the League take a stand
on the absolute equality of races, and that the League encourage the forma.
tion of an International Institute for the study of the Nerro problem and

for the development and protection of the Negro race,

In 1922, the aerial bombing of the Bondelswarts in South.West Africy,
an area under the protection of South Africa, and the approval of the act by
Generel Smuts, one of the chief architects of the Mandates system, revealed
the League's lack of concern for.the wolfaro&l the indigenous African pecs

%

ples.




" The Third Pan.African Congress opened in London in the summer of .
1923, Attendance decreased, but the Congress was assured the support of the
Britiah 1abor movement by such notqd British socialists as Lord Oliver,

Harold Lesky” and H,G.Wells, The rewlutions adopted reiterated the oone
cerns und nspirations of t.ho previcus congresses, ‘ ,

The second session of this Congress met in Lisbon and was hosted by
the Liga Afrienr;u'; a federation of all the indigenocus assocutioné in #;hd ﬁ
five i’brtugu«o African provinces, The concluding paragreph of the list of
roso]utions.contumd a sentence which went to the heart of the black Pro=
blem throughout the world: * In fine, we ask in all the world, that black
folk be treated as men,*° '

DuBoic's pltm for a congress to be held in 1925 on various .tahndé in
tha Curlbboan was sqnolchod by the excessive fees set by the chh ltonl-
.ahip line for the ehar-toring of a boat,

In 1927. the Fourth Pan-African Congress met in New York with 208
delogdts fm twenty~two American states and ten foreign co\mtriu.
Libom. Kigeria, Sierre Leone, and the Gold Coast were the only African
ottm sending dclegctos. The mjority of Amord.oan dologatu vere ropruml
utivos of various black women's organisation, Tho molntions ochtod thou
of the previocus congresses, ' |

In 1929, DuBois attempted to convens & congress in Africa itselfy
Tunis was the chosen site, Extensive preparations were in vain as the French
government refused to allow the congress to take ,ﬁu , and the depression
effectively ended any attempts to hold it elsewhere, DuBois once again |
tumod\ hie full attention on the problems of Afro-Americans during the depres.
sion, and the ideas and goals of Pan-Africanism lay dormant until the Second
World War.q




Despite the dearth of conferences after 1929, the interaction between
black intellectuals continued, A look at the aerly careers of four personse
B.Nnamdi Azikiwe of N§geria, F.Kvame Nkrumsh of the Gold Coast, and C,L:R.

James and George Padmore of Trinidad pw

‘ 1s ‘ti'g.te clearly this interaction,
ard further serves as background and frame vi‘or reférence for an understanding
of the Fifth Pan-Africen Congress, The significance of Marcus Garvey and the
Universal Negro Improvement Association ( UsN.I.A.) will be mentioned only
as it relates to the four persons }bofmg discussed though Juatioo).and'u more
detailed study, would demand & thoough treatment of Garvey, his ideas and
1nf1uoneo. |

Benjemin Nnamdi Agikiwe was born in 1904, in Zungeru in Northern
Wigeria, In 1§20. while in secondary school at Hope Waddell Ipétituto at
é:l;.nl?ar' and while serving as & government clerk in lagos, Zik“ came into conk
tact with three of the most important influences on his 1ife and ambitions:
£ James E,K.Aggrey, and the

teachings of Marcus Garvey. The Thayer book, From Log-Cabin to White House,
relates the striking perallels in the lives of Lincoln and Garfield, Zik

Willianm Tha&or's biography of James A, Garfi

received the book as & school prise in Dimbc&%o. shottly uftor hearing
& lecture by Aggrey in Lagos. The regefto riches theme of the Thayer volume
complemented Aggrey's preaching of harmony and cooperstion between blacks
and whites, and of self-respect, pride, and the pursuit of lofty goals, A
‘schoolmate's copy of w&m revealed to Zik Garvey's desire for a
free Africs and his inepiring motto ™ One God, One Aim, One Destiny",10

" In 1925, Zik enrolled at Storer College,located at Harper's Ferry,
West Virginia, where he remained untdl 1927, In 1928, after a year of workdng
to alleviate a very precarious financial situation, he enrolled at Howard
University in Washington,D.C. where he served as part.time secretary to the




10
noted philosopher and author, Alain Locke. Locke's guidance and the ideas
expressed in The Rew Negro providod 21k with the impetus which manifeésted
itself in his "New Africa® campaign years later. Zik also studied African

oM
history under that neglected pioneer of modern African stilijtis

s William L,
Hansberry ( after independence Zik invited Hansberry to teach at the
University of Rigeria and estab}ishod the Hansberry Institute for Afriocan
Studies), and American end English history with Ralph Mcho.

In 1929, Zik trensferred from Howard to Lincoln University in
Chester County, Pennsylvania, lLincoln, even then, was noted for the attens.
.tion it paid to African students, Zik received his B.A., cum laude in 1931,
In 1932, lincoln awarded Zik an M.A. with honors in religion and philosophy.
In 1933. Zik‘onmed an M.A, in anthropology from the University of FPenn.
sylvania. Zik, quite an active young scholar, also earned a Cortificate in
‘Lav from Lasalle Extension University in Chicago, & correspondence course,
and 4n 1932, & Certificate in Journalism from Teachers College, ?olumbia
_University for hie work in three summer sessions J

Z3k published scholarly articles ir the Journsl of Regro History in
each of three years .12 He also‘l‘" served as & comspongent for the Baltimere
Afro-American and the Philsdelphis Tribune from 1928 to 1934. In 1934, 2ik
finished & major book, Liberie in World Politics. Zik slso presented as.
pects of his resaerch on Liberia at tpo annual meetings of the Assooigtion
for The Study of Negro Life and History.

When Zik returned to Africa at the ond of 193ubaftor a brief stay in
London he was adequately trained and preapared to carry on the tasks of
organizing & nationalist movement, Rayfoni Logen notod that Zik's studies at
‘Howard and Lincoln * sntributed to the crysulliuu&‘of his views on
Pan-Africaniem®,13 In Accra, 2ik edited The African Morning Post from 1935




n
to 1938, In 1937, he established the West African Pilot. his chief organ
for nationalist agitation., After a period of writing, editing, and youth
organizing, in 1943, Zik combined his now substantisl following with that
of Herbert Macaulay to form the National Council of Nigeria and the
Cavierpons (N.C.N.C.)s In 1945, the N.C,N.C. sent representatives to the
Fifth Pan-African Congress, linking the Nigerisn struggle foiﬁ ih’dependenco
with those of all Afrieans and persons of African descent.lu" |

Another West African who had an extended experience in the United

States was F.Kwame Nkrumah, Nkrumsh was born in Fkroful in the western
province of the Gold Coast on September 21,1909, After a primary and se- '
condary education in Catholic schools in Half-Assinie and Sekondi, he enrol:
led at Achimota College on'a teachers! training course scholéi'éhip. Here he
met Aggreéy whoé made & tremendous impression én the young atudepf.. Nkrumah
later said of Aggrey that: ® It was through him that my nationalism was first
arcused," and ‘that " It was becsuse of my grest admirstion for Aggrey, both
as & man and @ scholar, that I first formed the idea of furthering my studies
in the United States of America,™” Firumah was further bolstered both in his
-.-ﬁifiohalim and his desire to study in America by Agzikiwe's articles in the
N In 1935, Nkrumeh enrblled in Lincoln University virtually penniless,
and worked his way through, receiving his B,A, degree in economics and
sociology in 1939, In 1942, he received a Bachelor of Theology degree from
Lincoln Theological Seminary and & M.S. in education from the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1943, he receibed an M,A. in Philosophy from the University
of Pennsylvania, While lecturing in philosophw, Greak. and Negro History at
Lincoln, Nkrumah completed the course requirements émd preliminary examina.
tions for a doctorate at the U. of Pennsylavania. He also helped set up an
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African Studies section there,1®
Rayford Logan recalls a debate with Nkrumah higld at Howard University
on February 10,1943, in which Logan argued in favor of an extension of the
mandates system at the close of the war, while Nkrumah asserted the necessi.

ty and desirability  of independence.for the African countrios.r’

Nkrumah was active politically: helping to organize the'-&fricanj‘i‘;
Students® Assoclation of America and Canada,and acquainting himself with the
organization and methods of the major political parties as well as of the

Rl

various communist and Trotsk

(A groups, He made contact with such obganira-
tions as the Council on African Affaors, the Specisl Research Council of
the N.A.A,C.P,, and the Urban League, As with Azikiwe, the Fhilosophy ande
Opiniens of Marcus Garwey wemse was read with great interest,

- In 1943, in Africa House in Herlem, the center set up by the African
student group, Nkrumsh met C.L.R.James who provided him with a letter of
introduction to George Padmore in Londcm.18 Of greater importance, Nkrumah
noted. later of James that * through him I learned how an underground move-
ment _worked.® 19

. In 1945, Nkrumah decided to return to the Gold Coast and like Azikiwe
stopped off in London, Nkrumah stayed longer ,however, enrélling 4n the
London School of Economics as a post-graduate student. He met George
Padmore who exercirzed a great influence on him from the{;cn. Nkrumah
plunged right into the nationalist activities being edocted vice-president
of the West African Students®' Union , and sccepting an invitation by the
executive committee of the year old Pan-African Federation to serve with
T.R.Makonnen as joint organising socrotfax'iis of the proposed Fifth Pana

African Congress,
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" While in London, skﬁmdh .m made contact with such British
ponuul radicals as nu»old a.x.aski. R.Palm& Dutt and Buil Burns,2O

The siu:lhrity of tho carly careora of Azikiwa and Nkrumah is readily
appnrent. Both were influoncod by Aggrey.the man, and Garvey, the symbol;
both studied l.t black colleges 1n the United States and partieipated 4n the
menecsm 1ife of the Afro~American community; both traveled widely 4n the
United States and came to know first hand the problems of Afro-Americans;
both were influenced to some degree by radioals in Britain or the United
States; and both saw West Africsn independence s just an initial step in °
the mntual mncipttion of all of Africa and of persons of African dee-
cent wherever they may be.
B Cyril Lionel Robinson James was born in Trinidad in 1901 or 1902, and
hAd as ; childhood playmate that other noted West Indian, George Padmore
( ne Halcolm Rurso). James had a brilliant mind and at the age of nine was
admitted to Quoon's Royal Colloge. Upon completion of a successful academic
v}_oo@rur he took & teaching position at the Government Teacher's College and
began work- on a blograpfy of Andrew A, Cipriani, & French Creole nationalist.
In 1932, James went to London to pussue & literary csreer. He helped
Learie Constantine write a book on cricket, and repdited en oricket matches
for the Manchester Guagian. James completed Life of Cipriani and The Case

for West Indian Self-Gwemen in 1932 and 1933.
o By this time James was & confirmed ‘l‘rotskyiat and resisted the efforts

of hia friend George Padmore to recruit him to the Communist International,
James was & membor of the Indopandent Labour Party which published

The New ;gade; and included such figures as James Maxton, Fenner Brockway,

and George Orwell. Brockway found the group a sympathetic publisher in the

person of Frederic Warburg vho published three of James® bokks: Mint Alley,




pL

(1936) a novel; World Revolution,1917-1936 (1937) * a Bible of Trotskylem";
and The Black Jacobins (1938), the classic study of the Haitian quolution.zl

In 1936, in response to the Italian threat to Ethiopia, James
helped establish the International African Friends of Ethiopia (IAFE) to
mobilize British public opinion in support of the African nation's fight
against fascism. Other prominent members of the IAFE were Dr. J.F.Danquah,
Dr. Peter Milliard of British Guiana, Jomo Kenyatta, and Mrs. A.A.Garvey,
The IAFE disbanded when Haile Selassie arrived in Britain in 1936 and chose
to carry on his propaganda efforts through the Abyssinian Assocution.zz

In 1937, James and Padmore resurrected the IAFE under the title of the
International African Service Bureau (IASB)., The purposes of this new group
were to act as a forum for the ideas of the more progressive thniking
Africans and peoples of African descent, and to support the demands of all
colonial peoples for democratic rights and self-determination, The officers
were Geérge Padmore,chairman; I.T.A,Wallace-Johnson, general secretary;
Chris Jones, organizing secretary; C.,L.R.James, editorial director; Jomo
Kenyatta, assistant secretary and T,R.Makonnen, treasuser. Active member-
ship was restricted to Africans and persons of African descent, whites
could become associate members. Black intellectuals were turning away from
Furopean radical politics toward the more racially exclusive Pan-Africanism,

In 1938, the IASB launched a journal, International African Opinion
which was initially under the editorship of Jumea.23

late ir 1938, James came to the United States to lecture and remained
here throughout the Second World War., You recall it was in Harlem in 1943
that James met Kwame Nknmah, James remained active in the mystical rites of
Left sectarian politics and also found time to exchange ideas with such
Afro-American scholars and intellectuals as Richard Wright and Horace Cayton.
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James suffered an ulcer attack 19]19142._ vas .operated upon and due to his .
poor health,and the war, was qnablo to attend the Fifth Pan.African Congrqqp.zu
James 15 the only one of the porsoné discussed who was educated both
formally and politically entirely outside the United States, His lack of
the early experiences of Azikiwe, Nkrumah and Padmore perhaps accounts for
the sectarian Trétskyist views which he held religiohsly throughout his li:fo.
George Padmore was born Malcolm Ivan Meredith Nurse in the rArouca .4
District, Tacarigua Trinidad in 1902, As mentioned earlier one of his closest
childhood friends was C,L.R,James, Padmore spent one year at St.Mary's College
of the Immaculate Cpneception before transferring to Pamphylian High School
from which he graduated in 1918, He had passed the preliminary medical exami.
nations in 1916 and was qualified to become a student in pharmacy. Padmore
worked for a few years as & reporter for various local newspapers, among them
the Weekly Guardisn. In September 1924, Padmore went to Fisk University in
Nashville, where he promptly swithced majors from medicine to law, He was
quite active in student politics and ‘sérv;od as a delegate of the Student
4n 1926,

Volunteer Movems R,
Sometime in 1926, Padmore contacted Azikiwe,who was then at Howard,

and in March 1927, asked him to help establish an African student group to

promote the defense of the integrity of Liberia, Later in 1927. Padmore

| joined the Communist Party in New York and enrolled in Howard'd Law Sshool.

It wvas at this time that he changed his name from Rurse to Padmore.

; Padmore rose rapidly through the communist apparatus and soon awss one
of the Comintern's leading experts on colonialism and the race question, He
was editor of the Negro Worker and the head of the Internationsl Trade Union
Committee of Negro Workers. In 1934, Padmore left the Comintern, utterly dis-
gusted at Stalin’s willingmess to subordinate the national independence




struggles to the needs of Sova.ot. foreign policy,
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In 1935, Padmore moved to London permaneli¥y,and never Jjoined a none

Negro organization again, He concentrated on his writing and aptiaoolonial
agitation, producing How Britain Rules Africa in 1936, and Africe and Worlde
Peace in 1937, Also in 1937, Padmore and Jsmes established and ran the

IASB, Throughout thés period of his life Padmore wrote numerous articles for.
magszines and newspapers, including the Chicago Defender.25 (_

In 1944,the IASE merged into the Pan-African Federation which now
consisted of thirteen African student, political and welfare organizations,
The purposes of the Pan-African Federation were in accord with the resoclutioms
adopted by the earlier Pan-African Congresses and included: the promotion of.
the intersets of Africans and peoples of African descent throughout the :
world; the demanding of self-determination for African peoples; the securing
of civil rightd for African peoples, and the abolition of mc@al~»discimim«-
tions and the striving for cooperation between African peoples and those who
share their asptrations, The Federation published a series of educational
pamphlets o26

In 1945, the International Labor Organization met in London to dis.
cuss & world trade union assembly, Colonial delegates including Ken Hill of
Jamaica and Wallace-Johnson met with Padmore and the Federation and decided
to hold a fifth Pan*african conference in Paris in the Fall, In February,
with the permission of DuBois,who was planning e sidilar conference, Pad-
more began work. Nkrumah arrived in London in May 1945 with his letter of
4ntroduction from C.L.R.James and he and Padmore became immediate friends and
co-workers., A provisional program was approved in March and the conference
was to be held in Manchester in October. Members of the special organizing
secretariat were Dr. Peter Milliard, chairman; T.A.Makonnen,treasuser;




George 'P@'or; and Kvame Nkrumeh, joint political secretaries : Peter
Abuhams.puﬁiicity secret;ry: and -Jomo Kenyatta, assistant secrotary'.”‘

The Fifth Pan-Afi'ican Congress met at Chorlton Town Hall in
Hnﬁchéétei-. from October 13-21,1945, DuBois vas ung'\imbusly elected
International President of the Congress. The tone of this Congress as op-
posoé to the earlier ones, was set by & Mr. J.B.Annan, secretary of the
Gold Coast Railvay Civil Servants and Technical Worker's Union who in the
session on !"Imporialiam in North and West Africa™ broke into the disoussion
to sny thatz

ool that nothing we can do here is of any avail unless we
- are in a position to implement the resolutions that we are going to make,
Then %&s Congrees will be a power which governments will have to reckon

. with,
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~ DuBols was here, Nkrumah and Padmore were here, representatives from
Asikiwe's N,C,N.C. were here. Only James , who was sick in New York could
not participate in any way., The years of agitation and education, of
travel study and interaction had paid off, The postwar thrust whith culmi.
nated in the independence of the majority of African nations can be dated
both spirituslly and in reality from this Congress. Nkrumah wrote of the
Congress years later:

While the four previcus conferences were both promoted and supported
mainly by middle-class intellectuals and bourgeois Negro reformists
this Fifth Pan-African Congress was attended by workers,trade union.
ists, farmers, co-operative societies and by African and other colored
students,.,. Its ideoclogy became African nationaliem...

But the main reason why it achieved so much was because for the first
time the delegates who attended it were practical men of action and not,
asvwas the case of the four previous conferences merely idealists ,‘
ocontenting themselves with writing theses but unsble or umwilling to

. take any active part in dealing with the African problem,...And it was
this Fifth PansAfrican Congress that provided the outlet for African
nationslism and brought about the awakening of African political
consciousness, It beoame. in fact, a mass movement #f Africa for the
Africans,2? ‘
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Hopefully the interaction between black intellectuals from the
West Indies, Africa and the United States as they confronted the problems
of racism and colénialism in the twentieth century has been 11liminated by
this discussion of the Pan-African Congresses and of the carpers of several
of the individuals involved, As had been mentioned oarlier. and is ﬂow even
more apparent, this paper is a mere outline of or introductionto this

complex soclal and intellectual problem.
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