FSM DEFENDANTS! EXCESSIVE BAIL
Starting today, certein defondants will decline to post bond and,
if Judge Crittendon.so orders, go directly to jail oven though their
cases arce on appeal. This aotion will allow us to sock an order from
a higher court restraining Judge Critienden from setting oxccesaive

bail, and will roliove the financial strain on the Free Speech Defense

Fund,

Judge Critiendeon has been sotting bail at such outragcously high
levels. that there is a serious chance that we may not be able to appeal
at all, Thc appeal bail has bocn sct at roughly five times the original
bail posted aftor our arrcst in December., For all 800 defondants, it

comes close to a total of half a million dollars,

We cannot, of coursc, raisc that amount, To raisc even the promium
on the.bail ($45,000 non-refundable) will tax our resources to tho

utmost,

The defendants who have sgo far appecarcd and posted bond have done
go on credit. Monoy has been going out much fastor than it has been
coming ine The Froe Speoch Defonsc Fund has at $his point just barcly
cnough moncy to pay for transeripts, filing feog, and officc cxponses.,
If yo continue posting bond at the prosent rate, wo will be at lcast

$30,000 in debt by the ond of next wecke

The amount of ball = like the scntence —— is completoly oubt of
proportion to the offenses of which we have been convicted, Thig is
espocially shocking in that Judge Crittenden hag in the pasi boen
proeminent in the movement for bail reform in &lamcda County. He has
takon public. positions in favor of releasing prisoncrs on their own
recognizance,, Yot in this case he has been setting the same high bail

for cverybody, whether they are transicnts or long-time residents with
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