
FSTI.I DEFENDllNTS' EXCESSI VE BAIL 

Starting today, certain 9-efendants will decline to :post bond and, 

if Judge Crittondon.so order s , go directly to j ail oven though thoili' 

ca ses aro on a:p:poal. This action will nl:Low us t o sock nn order frohi 

a higher court restraining Judge Crittendon from setting oxcossivo 

bail, and will r o1imro the financial strain on tho Froo Speech Dofonso 

Fund. 

Judge Crittendon has boon setting bail at such outrngoously high 

l ov0ls. that thor o i s a serious chance that we may not be able to appeal 

a t all~ 'rho a:ppoal bail has boon sot at roughly five times tho o+iginal 

bail posted after our arrest i n December. For alli 800 defendants, i~. 

comes close to a t otal of half a million dollar s . 

He cannot, _ 9f course, raise that amount. To r a ise oven tho premium 

on tho. bai.l ($45~000 non-refundable) 1rill t ax our r esources to tho 

utmost . 

Tho defendants 1-rho have so far appeared and posted bond have dono 

so on croO.it, liloney has boon going out much faster than it has: b0en 

coming in. Tho :B'roo Speech Dofonso , li'und has a t Jihis point just baroly 

onough money t o pay for transcripts, filing foo9., and office ex:ponses.;. 

I f VJO continue posting bond at tho present rate, wo -vrill be at lcnst 

$30 1 000 in debt b;y t he end of next woeko 

Tho amount of ba il - like tho sentence is completely out of_ 

pr oportion to tho offenses of 1rhich 1vo have been convicted~ This i s 

ospooially shocking in t ha t Judge Crittenden has in t ho :past boon 

prominent in tho movement f or bail reform in Al ameda Cou.nty. He has 

taken :public . :positions in favor of releasing prisoners on their o>m 

recognizance. , Yet in thi s case he has been setting tho same high bail 

for everybody, vrhother they are transients or long-time r esidents with 

families here . t'-tv) St-<.>J -11 ~-
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