They've raped it, they’'ve soaked it and they’re saying,
goodbye, we've squeezed the grape, there's no more
left.”

Chicago workers recently learned first hand how US
corporate collaboration with South Africa hurts them.
Chicago steelworkers discovered that steel beams being
used to construct a new state building in their city were
imported from South Africa. At the same time, US
Steel’s Southworks plant in Chicago—which makes the
same kind of steel beams—had laid off steelworkers by
the thousands. Meanwhile, Continental Illinois, a bank
in the Chicago area, was loaning money to South Africa’s
steel company, ISCOR, that made the beams for the
new state building. Steelworkers with their savings in
Continental Illinois began questioning why they were
putting their hard-earned money in a bank that was
helping South Africa eliminate their jobs.

Other examples abound. Workers at Phelps Dodge
copper mines in Arizona, on strike since July 1983 for
better wages and working conditions, have been met
with brutal force by the company and the state police.
The company refuses to negotiate with the workers’
unions, insisting on wage concessions. The corporation
has laid off hundreds of workers in the last year, citing
“foreign competition.”

Yet, Phelps Dodge is the seventh largest US investor
in South Africa, taking full advantage of apartheid labor
repression. At its fluorspar mine, Africans earn less than
40 cents an hour, working 60 hours a week in 26 ten-hour
shifts a month and sleeping 12 to a room in migrant labor
hostels. Whether in the US or South Africa, Phelps
Dodge exploits its workers for bigger profits.

Chase Manhattan and Citibank both helped finance
the corporate acquisition of Youngstown Sheet and
Tube Corporation by Lykes Corporation in 1969. But
because of mismanagement, a search for profits else-
where, and the banks’ refusal to extend more loans to
deteriorating Youngstown, Lykes shut down the
Youngstown mill in 1977, laying off 4,500 workers. Chase
Manhattan and Citibank, huge lenders to South Africa’s
ISCOR, sacrificed American jobs for strengthening
South Africa’s steel industry and bigger profits.

Workers and consumers are paying for this corporate
greed. In 1983 steelworkers agreed to wage cuts
totalling some $3 billion. Yet, corporate and government
leaders are asking steelworkers to take further cuts.

The oppressed black workers of South Africa and
American workers are fighting a common enemy—

corporate greed. Many of the US firms profiting from
apartheid are also guilty of racism here at home. For
example, in 1982 the federal government fined US Steel
nearly $3 million for not promoting over 500 workers
because they were black. All workers suffer when
employers use racism to divide those trying to organize a
union and fight for better wages and working conditions.

Time for Action

By working to force these companies out of South
Africa we can assist the struggle for democracy in South
Africa, while strengthening the US economy at the same
time. Rather than investing in countries that deny
democratic rule, like South Africa, US companies
should help rebuild our neighborhoods, environment,
and industries.

Imposing economic sanctions on South Africa and
divesting American pension funds from companies
profiting from apartheid will benefit both the black
majority of South Africa and American workers. Such
efforts give us greater control over our economy and
keep capital and jobs from running away overseas. We
can:

® get our union, church or community group to pull their
money out of banks and companies that profit from
South African racism. Demand that these companies
end their domestic anti-union and anti-people policies.
(For a list of companies involved in South Africa, con-
tact the Washington Office on Africa.)

@ get our union, church or community group to con-
demn the South African government for the continu-
ation of its apartheid policies and to call upon it to
immediately amend its labor laws to give full trade
union rights to all black workers and to eliminate its
arbitrary power of interference in union affairs.

® work to pass city and state laws barring deposit or
investment of our tax dollars in banks and companies
that profit from apartheid. The nationwide anti-apar-
theid movement has convinced states like Massachu-
setts and Michigan and cities like Philadelphia to pull
their money out of South Africa.

® support efforts to pass national legislation to end loans
to or new investment in South Africa and to com-
pensate workers and communities for plant closings.

Join the struggle today for justice in South Africa
and here at home.

Prepared by Carole Collins, Kevin Danaher, Frank Mont, Melissa Pullins, Jean Sindab, and Kenneth Zinn.
Additional copies and bulk orders of this leaflet are available.
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