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DURING THE LATE 1960S AND EARLY 1970S, THE BLACK PAN-

X '5 \ % . e

THERS ROSE TO THE BATTLEFRONT FOR THE OFPRESSED PEOPLE
IN AMERICA. MANY ASIAN AMERICANS WERE RIGHT THERE, TOO.

The Panthers set the stage in the late 1960s and were the
unofficial leadership for the American revolt ogainst The
Man. A lot of people probably hove na ideo that this
movement included Asian Americans that supported,
joined, and participated with Black Panther-inspired
groups. Yes, Asian Americans were bodass and fought
oppression in the forms of drugs, racism, ond injustice.

In our quest to make sense of this period, we inferviewed
a bunch of peaple who participated in various organi-
zations from LA to Seoftle to New York who were port of
the warldwide movement during this turbulent cncs]excit-
ing period of profest in America. Most of the people we
tuﬁted to soid that the Yellow Power Movemen! ended
when the Black Ponthers were split in the eorly 1970s.
The end of the V'lgalnc:m Woaor was also cited as an end 1o
the massive protest, but most of the individuols we met
are still octive and waiting for the next big revalt sa they
can kick The Establishment's oss.

Inevitobly, some of you will say “But you forgot this...” or
“This isn't true,” but we don't care, so don't waste your
time telling us what we missed. We wrote about whot we
thought was accessible and interesting. We did the best
we could with the peaple wha responded to our
inquiries. And then there are those Yeﬁow Chickenshit
Charlies who held back or wouldn’t respond at oll. You
know who you are, and we're sure your ex-movement
group will tKonk yau for being o pussy.

To our knowledge, this is the biggest, fattest, and most

informative callection of articles written in @ non-acade-

mic magazine cbout this topic. But take it for what it is—a
series o? interviews that describe a bigger story of move-
ment and revolution around the world. The individuols
aren’t os important os the entire picture. f you're an
Asian American, a history buff, or a person who gives o
shit obout society, then these pages are for you.
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Lalt to Right: Yuri holds
8 5inn in a pratest. Yusi
making 3 speech with 2
big atre’d man,
Malcoim chilling at
Yurt's pad 1alking ©
peaple. Below: Donald
Byed hanging with Yuri.
{Phoic: EN)
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~ ooking through an old copy of Life magazine, you

might come across the photographs from Malcolm X’s
death.

In the smoke-filled Audobon Ballroom, he was slain from 16 shots to the chest, face, and
hands. If you look closer at the black and white photograph, you'll see Malcolm’s lifeless
head resting on the lap of an Asion woman who's wearing cat-eye glasses.

Living by herself in her Harlem projects apartment, Yuri Kochiyama is still active in numerous
T causes fmm the Mumia‘a Abu-Jamal defense to protecting Affirmative Action. Rea Tajiri {who
RS made Passion for Justice, the Yuri Kochiyama documentary] and | became two more visitors ;
; ; to add to the Kachiyama's long list of friends who range from Malcolm to legendary jazz man f
Donald Byrd-who happened to be there when we dropped in. As we came through the door,
Yuri soon whisked the jazz man out to make space and time for us in her teddy-bear-filled
apartment.

NISE! SOLDIERS LETTERS

Perhaps the first level of her invoivement to make life better was to start a letter-writing campaign to WWWI Nisei
{Japanese American) soldiers. This began during her assembly center days in Santa Anita and followed her inte her
concentration camp days at Jerome, Arkansas.

S - - -
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GR: Tell me about your letter-writing cam-
paign.

YK: | had a Sunday Schogol class. The class grew
to about 83 in the Santa Anita Relocation Center
and then we were sent i¢ different camps.

Then five of the camps started their own
groups. In 18 months we were writing 1o
13,000 soldiers. People would ask, “How did
you de it since you didn't have much money?”
But you have 0 remember, we were doing it
with penny postcards, so with $2 that's 200
people you could write to.

big family with her husband, Bill, whom she
met when he visited the camp as a soldier.
They later relocated to NYC, and that's
where the activism ball started rolling.

Wehad a group called the Nisei-Sino Service
Q«ganization during the Korean War, from 1950
10 1960. We worked with girls between 16-25,
and we said, “Here are all of these Asian
American soldiers, they have nowhere 10 go and
thay don't feel welceme in the regular dance
places.” Chinatown came cight in and helped

Alsa, we had demonstrations 0 get tralfic lights
on every block. You know if iU's down in the
white town, it's there on every corner, but not
up here.

There were two major leaders. There was
Martin Luther King who was for integration, and
Malcolm X who was for separation, or self-
determination. I'm glad we were invalved in
bolh, because you have 1o gl a taste of both 1o
get an idea of what was needed in the hlack
community. Maleolm X thought we must sepa-

“He (Malcolm X) asked, ‘What am 1 doing for my people?’ and | had
to think of a quick answer and said, ‘You’re showing direction.” And

all of a sudden he just looked up and he smiled and he came out of
the circle onto the other side and shook my hand.”

Prior to Yuri's entry into concentration
camps, she didn’'t care about politics. Living
in San Pedro, she lived the life of an average
nigh school student, eating hot dogs, going
to the Friday night game, and having fun.
The concentration camp experience changed
her outlcok.

t came 10 know Japanese pecple and | felt very
proud of how they took the evacuation and how
they worked in camp wilhout fetting it over-
whelm them. ! think as soon as you finish
school and you go into the working world, you
face racism trying to get a job. 1 think my first
and anly job before | went 10 camp was at
Woolworth's, Woolworth’s never hired an Asian
before. But | saw a Mexican working thare so |
asked her if they would take me. She was the
first Mexican, so she said, “Why don’t you try?”

After being released from the concentration
camp, Kechiyama worked for the US0 in
Mississippi, went to Minnesota, then
returned to the camp. After the war, she
went back to California and began to raise a

GR: How did you get so close?

MALCOLM X ASSASSINATION

and we had these young girls organize dances
in Chinatown, Midtown, YWCA, and churches.
in that way we helped many Asian American
soldiers.

LIVING IN HARLEM

Harlem was such a motivating place to be.
Everything was happening. It was 1980, the
Cral ights Movement was coming up North
and there was a Black Liberation Movement
already going on. ! didn't realize there was a big
difference between the Civil Rights Movement
and the Black Liberation Movement, but hace in
Harlem you could see both and the different
tendencies.

| worked with CORE (Congress of Racial
Equality) for the Civil Rights group, but at the
same ume ! joined Maicolm’s group,
QOrganization of African-American Unity. The first
group my husband and | jeined was the Harlem
Parents’ Commitlee and the maijor issue there
was quality of education. In 1953 all of New
York City had massive, massive pickel lines in
front of every school, 1o improve education.

rate from the power structure, and develop our
own group. Martin Luthar King was propped up
there as a national leader, whereas Malcolm X
was demonized as being excessive and anti-
American. But | think when you see what was
happening in the worid-the African countries
were fighting 10 free themselves from colonial-
ism, from the Western powers—you could see
why Maicolm chose the direction he did. There
was no way biack peopla could really he free by
becoming pan of the power structure. We feit
Malcolm was doing the right thing. Not that
Martin Luther King wasn't; Martin Luther King
was carrying the mass movement. But there
needed to be ancther kind of movement that
would challenge those in power, and the only
way you could do it was by being your own
leader and by determining your Own programs.

GR: How did you go from an Asian-American
community group to working with an
African-Amesrican community group?

YK: It was gradual. In the mid-'50s. there was
Little Rock, Arkansas, where they were deseg-
regating the schools. We were watching that,

YK: Il hoppened right ocross from where we were. Two guys jumped ug ond one said, *Gel your honds
oul of my pocket.” Every eye looked ol them. Then two o thiee guys in fronl went right up lo Molcolm
and he wos o cleor torget.

tion up on stoge o5 soon o5 he gol shol, when oll the shooting siorted and the smoke bombs and all
thal were going off. People were screaming and yelling. This guy come right post where | wos ond |
thought, “Gee, Ihis guy knows how lo get 1o the sloge,” so | followed him right up there ond | put
Maleolm’s heod on my lop. When | went lo see him he hod oboul 13 shots. | wos hoping he wos going
to moke i, but he didn’l moke o sound. | don't think he could have survived il. | wos oll over.

The haspitol senl o rep who said that Molcolm hod possed awoy. You couid just leel haw it hil the pacr
ple. When | go! on the subway, lhey announced over the loudspeaker thot Horlem Leoder Molcolm X
was just shat down in the Audobon Bollioom. I'd gone wilth my 16yeorold son Billy. 1 hit him hord.

Since thot ossassinalion, so many Ihings ore stilt unanswered. The peaple pul on the slond weren') even
al the Audobon. They did 27 years except ane wha's still in. The ene caughl there is quielly in one of
the these smali prisans in Horlem. They only got him becouse one of Molcolm’s bodyguards got him.
He asked his bodyguords not to have weapons 5o os lo nol frighten children ond their mothets. | think
he thaught someihing waos going ic hoppen. Everyone thoughl something wos gaing e hoppen.
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and werg encouraging Asian Americans 1o keep
an gye on what was happening in the Scuth. So it
was a transition, but as we saw the Civil Rights
tMovement getting major play by the media, we
felt that was one of the most important things
happening in the country.

HAVING GUESTS

We had speakers. Every time someone interest-
ing would come in, like people who had been
down South, we would invite them. And then we
would invite them to our homes. It wasn't difficult
12 locate peoole like that because the newspaper
would give their phone number and address.

GR: Did you do that in the ‘605 and the 70s?
YK: On, from the time we first got married, |
guess. We've had literally thousands of people
stay with us. But this is 3 good way to meet peo-
ple. in my condition, now that I've had the stroke,
| can’t go out that much, and so | have a good
excuse: “I'm sorry, | can't walk well enough o
meel you outside. Could you come here?”

ON MEETING MALCOLM

GR: When did you meet Malcolm?

YK:During the Summer of ‘83, one of the biggest
things in Civil Rights was getting construction
jobs for biacks and Puerto Ricans. We used to go
to Brooklyn wherse they were building hospitals,
and | used 1o take the four littie ones, they were
4,8, B, and 11, and we would hold hands and go
on the subway 10 the demonstration. Eventually,
by the end of that summer, more than 600 people
were arrested, including my 18-year-old son. Then
the hearings began. in October of ‘63, Malcoim
came 1o the court, and that's where | met him.

| remember when ha walked into the foyer of the
court, all the young blacks ran down and they cir-
cled hirn and 1hey were shaking his hand, but
since | wasn't black, | didn't feel like { should go
down there. There was that article 8 few months
before in Life magazine where a white gal came
into Harlem and saw Malcolm at the Shabazz
restaurant and said, “What can | do for you
Malcolm?” and he just said, “Nething,” and she

* want away crying. | thought "Wow, that could be

me making the same mistake.” But as | saw all
thosa biacks around him, | kept thinking, “Gee,
doggone it,” | wanted to meet him so much and |
asked one of the coudt leaders. “Co you think
there's any chance of meeting him?” and he said,
“Why don’t you try and see? All he can dois tell
you lo go away.” So | went slowly down there
until | was 15 feet away, watching them, and then
all of a sudden, just in ona instant, he looked up

64 Giant Robot

almost looking like he was wondering, “What is this old Asian woman doing? " But | thought it
was now or never. so { went nght over there and said, “Malcolm, can ! shake your hand?” ~“Of
course,” he said. “For what?” and i said, "Oh, | want 1o congratulate you.” And he said, “What
for?” | said. “Well, for what you're doing for your people.” He 2sked. "What am | doing for my
people?” and | had io thwk of a quick answer and said, "You're showing direction.” And all of 2
sudden he just looked up and he smiled and he carme out of the circle onte the other side and
shook my hand.

But ) said something stupid-l didn’t know anything about civil rights or the black liberation move-
ment-| said, “1 admire the things you say, but ) disagree with you about some things.” To show
what an open guy he is, he said, “What do you disagree with me sbout?” | said, “Your harsh stand
on integration.” And he said, “Well, { can’t give you a two-minute stand on the pros and cons of
integration. Corne 10 my office and we'll discuss it.” | couldn’t believe it. | said, "You mean | can
go 1o your office and talk with you?* He said, "Ves, but you probably won't know where | am.” |
said, “Oh yes, 1 live in Harlem on 126th Street and your office is on 125th.” And so he said, “Get
an appointment with my secretary.” Of course, it never happened because the next month he
made that statement about the “chickens coming home to roost,” when Kennedy was killed on
Nov. 22, and then he was taken out of the Mosqua, so | thougnt i"d never never see him again.

HIBAKUSHA IN HARLEM

When the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Peace Study Mission started (o come in, they wanted 10 meet
Malcoim. When they found out that we were Japanese living in Harlem, thay asked us if we could
getin touch with him. So | started writing letter aftec letter, not knowing if he was even receiving
thern or it he would even come if he did. And then-! couldn’t believe it-on the day we had the
reception he came. He came here June 6, 1964, and half-a-year later he was killed.

GR: What did he talk about that day?

YK: There were three major things. One, he thanked the Japanese Hiroshima Nagasaki Hibakusha
for coming 1o Harlemn, because Harlem was holding its “World's Worst Fair.” Harlem activists got
one of the worst streets in Harlern and they just openad it vp for people 10 come and look at.
There, you could see clogged bathtubs and toilets that wouldn’t flush.

GR: They put them out on the street?

YK: No, no. ne! You go right into those buitdings, and you see all those broken windows that the
landlords didn't {ix, all the garbage on the sireets, and the Hireshima-Nagasaki group had only
been to the nicest funches, church events and schools, but had never gons to Black communities.
Especially not these poor communities, and so ! thought it was great that for the first time they
saw something different.

GR: They spoke English?

YK: No, they had translators. They knew very littie English. He {(Malcolm) thanked them, he said
you have scars on your bady, but you have seen scars in our community, you know these broken-
down places and all. And he said, we were hit by a bomb tco, and that bomb was racism. Then he
mentioned how much he admired Mao, because Mao tackled three problems: feudalism, corrup-
tion in the government, and foreign incursions. Then on the Vistnam War {which hadn’t started yet
~this was 1964), America was sending advisors to Viemam. Here, all the people were Civil Rights
activists, he said if America decides 1¢ go to Vietnam, you progressives should be protesting it
and it's 100 bad he didn’t live long enough to see how big that pretest became. He also made
remarks like. “The reason that Japan has never been attacked is because Japan never had any-
thing to offer other countries, they didn't have resources.” Vietnam had resources, all of the other
countries that Europe went into had resources, but Japan did not. It just showed how much he
knew about the world. He said, “"What | gained out of prison was reading everything | could get
noid of.” And he knew so much about Asian history. Everyone was so impressed by him.

GR: Did he come alone?
YK: No, but it was done in
such a way that we didn’t
even notice who his body-
guards werg. He had three,
but then the place was jam
packed. We couldn't get
everyons in here. Everybody
was filted in the kirchen hall-
way, jammed. When he
spoke, you could almost hear
a pin drop because every-
body kept so quiet when he
spoke. The Japanese said
wag don't want any transla-
tion since we don't want 1o
stop hirn at gvery sentence.
They said they could catch
on to him pius they thought
they could get him through
his vibe. He was so gracious.
The white people were sur-
arised. He was as warm to



them as to the blacks. There were no sadicals, no Muslims, nationalists...

GR: Was that after he broke off?

Y¥: It was only three months afler, and there were so many rumors that he was gaing to
be killed. that's why everybody 1old us Malcoim won't come 10 your place, he doesn’t
know you, why would he comsa here? It was so dangerous, but he came.

GR: What did you think of the movie?

Y¥: Spike followed the book and spent a lot of time when Maicolm was young and jitter-
bugging. He didn’t put in the parts with the Alrican leaders that he met. You know why?
The book has chapters missing. One is the chapter on Africa, one is on sister Ella. It's sad
1nat before sister Ella died no one saw her. She has both of her legs amputated. She was a
half sister and more like a mothar or sister to hirn. His real mother was in an asylum.
Betore he was killed he was happy that he got her out of there. | think they got along so
well that she and Betty never got aiong.

GR: When did you get involved with the later Asian Amearican Movement?
YX: | joined Asian Americans for Action shortly after 1 Wor Kuen {IWK) siarted. The Nisei
were really ahead because they have been active from way before. They were active since

ON THE PUERTO RICAN
STATUE OF LIBERTY TAKEOVER

GR: You helped the Puertc Ricans take over the Statue of Liberty?

YK: In 1977 the brothers ran up there and put up the Puerto Rican flag.
The whale thing was to get Andres Cardero out of prison. He got out in
1 six manths, ona the others got out in a yeor. Five Puerio Rican nationals
3 did 25 yeors. We had to do something that weuld get the media to put
1 enough pressure to get the five out of prison. The Puerto Ricans thought
af it; T think they were called Puerto Rican National Rights Group.

GR: How did you become involved?

YK: They asked 29 of us and there were a couple of whites and bldcks. |

was the anly Asian, They fold us ta get to the ferry at o certain fime early,

and said no one should recognize each ather ar falk to each other. We

had to get out of the baat quickly. And we had to be sure nobady could

beat us fo the Statue, In front of us was @ bunch of Catholic School chil-

dren and a bunch of Jopenese tourists. They had fo shove everyone aut

§ of the way. The kids didn't know why. We started fo run and then every-
one started to run. The Jopanese dicl;ﬁ know what was going on. We all

ran into the Statue and closed the dacr on everybody else. The guys told

the "30s . . . not only against the Vietnam war, but against
the U.5.-Japan SEC Treaty. Every year they renewed i1, so
we would speak out against it. When the Hiroshima or
Nagasaki dates came, we would do a program about it. It
was 1ostly anti-war and peace movement. We ook a
stance for the workers.

After spending a couple of hours at Yuri’s place, and
being her last visitors of the day, we took off having
learned a lot. She showed us the posteards that
Malcolm X had sent to her husband while he traveled
the world to find his roots and to study. One of the
postcards read: “Still trying to travel and hroaden my
scope since I've learned what a mess can be made by
narrow-minded people.” And he signed most every-
thing “Brother Malcolm X.”

But aside from her relationship with the late political
leader, Kochiyama has gone on to work with almost
every graup which she feels she can make a differ-
ence, Her husband passed away and she has endured
a stroke, but today she is as active as ever in current
events and she stilt travels to conierences to fight the
power.

THE DOCUMENTARY VIDEG!

If you are interested in learning more
about Yuri Kochiyama, then buy a
copy of the Yuri Kochiyama: Passion
For Justice documentary.

Video by Rea Tajiri {1993). It's 56 minutes long
and all video grabs in this article are from it.
This video offer is for individual home use.anly.
For broadcast rights in a .
classroom, please inquire.

ORDER TODAY!
213-625-5033

the people working that we aren’t going to hurt
you but you better do what we tell you. Then
the guys ran up the stairs to put the flag up. The
rest oFYus took all of the furniture in the statue
and piled them in front of the doors and win-
dows so no one could get through. We held it
for nine hours. Then we heard fﬁe poats com-
in?. The police come and we could hear the-
helicopters. They broke the door down and the
rniture came toppling down. It was exciting.
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Right: Lee Lew-lee
15 for the proletari-
al, bt he tocks like
a rmill:ga bucks.
{Photo; MW) Video
images wese libes-
aled iram his
video, Afl Fower 1o
the People! The
Black Panther Part
and Beyond Below:
Lew-Lee chills m
Qregon {Photg
cowrtesy of tee
Lew-Lee)

no: ASLTAN POWER

IWK BLACK PANTHER|

EE EEW-LEE is a (hmese—.lummmn whe would rather tulk nlmut

how Fis grandparents were scholars in China than say what it -

was like to inferview Geronime Praft, Leonard Peltier, and
Mumia Abu-Jamal i prison. ;

BY ANY MEANS
LEE LEW-LEE

Likewise, he would ruther recount fiow the | Wor Kuen and Young Lords feamed up fa resuscitaie New i
by Martin UWong York's Gueveneur Hospitak thar describe meetings with Jackie Robinsor, Huile Selossie, and the =
T sapmesal  Daloi Lame. After severaf [engthy discussions with Eric and me, the LA- based filmmaker tok me o *
his secret book source and pravided more confucts than Il ever be cble to dial. Eee’s humble, gen- -
erous, and playful personality belies ihie fact that he belonged fo radical Asiars Power groups os well -
as thie Black Paviker Party, and is ¢ fierce revolutionary fo thisday. 3

KING COMMIE

ihad 4 scholarship to go to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine choir school. When F was it the eighth grade, Or. King

. Beame and gave his first anti-war speech. Fwas one of three students chosent to meet hiny and he was very kind. Thenhe ~.
sat apposite me i the cathedral. He was staring at me. At first | thought | was imagining it Then ! looked around and
noticed that l was the only personaf nnlurup mthe choir on tharsme of the cathedral. When he gave the serman, he
hegamalkmg abaut the Vietnam War: -

66 Elani Robat




asicalfy he asked, “How can we ask {or civil
£ Brights in this country whan we deny other
1 people their human rights?” That was a pro-
£ found statement in 1967. The whole cathedral
" was silent, and then in about 30 seconds there
were 5,000 people crying. I've never seen 5,000
people cry again, even to this day.

| thought to myseif, "This is a dangerous thing
1o say: they're going to kill him."” And of course,
2 year and two manths later, he was killed. |
think it was 2 month after the sermon that he

nize, to bring all these different groups together.
I would tell the IWK what the Panthers were
doing in Harlem and what the Young Lords were
doing in East Harlem. | spent a lot of time with
the Young Lords.

The IWK was like the Black Panther Pacty, the
Young Lords, and the Red Guards. It was a
Maoist organization run by two engineers from
Mainland China, Yu Han and Yu Man. They were
the hest ideclogisis Decause they were here in
the United States deing graduate work. They

I knew the Red Book better than anyiody. |
spent two years reading it. | also read Marx,
Sialin, and Hegel. In the Panther Party there
was really very little time to read. The Panthers
were basically a daily grind.

There were no pari-lime Panthers. You couldn't
just join. You had six months on probation, grad-
uaily getting initiated deeper and deeper into the
party. The things | remember the most clearly
were the different programs we had, especially
the breakfast program and anti-drug program.

The IWK or the Red Guard would defend the
Asian community if the racists wanted to take
people of Asian descent to concentration camps.

offered himself as a peace candidate to stop the
vietnam War. In fact, the day after the sermon.
all the New York newspapers labelled him,

“King Commie,” and you could see the cam-
pzign to demonize him.

w..en Dr. King died, | was in schoal in upstate
New York. | saw the reaction of the white kids
there and the reaction of the people in the com-
munity. There was a riot. | dropped out of
school and joined the movement. I'd already
been going to movement things for a year and a
half before that, but atier Dr. King was killed, |
joined the Ahmed Evans Defense Committee.
Ahmed Evans was a political prisoner in
Milwaukee, a brother in the ghetto who dared
s+o0t back at the Klan. So we got together a
czlense committee.

ASIAN-AMERICAN ACTION

When | was 16, | joined the Asian Americans for
Action (AAA) in the end of 1968 and the | Wor
Kuen (IWK) in 1959, When | was going back and
forth from school | would go to meetings. It

was nol uncommon to belong to more than one
organization.

T--ing a cue from Yuri Kochiyama and being 2
multi-racial person, | tried to help people orga-

farces of Europe and America proc

decided that these poor kids in Chinatown didn't
know how 1o organize, so we studied the Red
Book a lot.

On the East Coast, we knew about Alex Hing
and the Red Guards. The IWK was patterned
after the Red Guards. It was one-upsmanship.
They were the Red Guards. But what was the
IWK? The Boxer Rebellion. You can't get better
than that. The maovements were very connect-
ed. The real problem was that we didn’t have
fax machines. We sent letters, but many iimes
the letters were intercepted. so people got in
airplanes.

THE PANTHER DAILY GRIND

| started becoming invelved with the Panther
Party in June 1969, when | dropped out of
school. | got closer and closer to the Panther
Party and joined in December 1969. When |
joined the Panther Party, | talked 1o Athena
Shakur and Bashir Saunders. | told Bashir | had
been in these other organizations and could | be
a contact between the Harlem Branch of the
Panther Party and the IWK and AAA, For a little
while, | tried 10 do that, but | got totally sub-
sumed by all the things | had 1o do with the
Panther Party.

FISTS OF RIGHTEOUS HARMONY b, sariin wong

With the Western powers jamming their callective tongues down Ching’s throat ond the Manchy
Ch'ing dynasty shacking up in the Forbidden City in 1895, a secret society of patrials formed ond
calied themselves | Wor Kuen—the Fists of Righteous Harmany. This graup of red-turbon-wearing
mariial artists became known 1o foreigners os the Boxers.

The IWK's inifial goal was 1a run the Ch'ings ond the Westemers aut of China, but the Empress
Dawager canvinced them to focus on the gweilo influence. Chrisfian missionaries, Chinese converts,
and foreigners in general were sought out ond beaten down by the Baxers, wha cost magic spells
to pratect themselves from bullets ond gain suppart from spinit soldiers.

Foreign diplomats ond businesspeaple fended off attacks for two months alter the Boxers loak over
Peking. When the Empress Dowager's promise lo dispel the rebellion proved empty, the Imperialist
ed o crush bolh the Boxers and the Ch'ing rulers.
pillaged the capital city and created an ecanamic and political gang-bang that would lost until the
Cammunists seized control of Chino after World War |I.

en they

The Baxers’ skin wasn't bulletproaf and their actions weren't exaclly hormoniaus. They tended to be xenophobic and ceactionary. But the IWK’s cause
was righteous and the activists in New York’s Chinatawn nomed themselves after them.

We had a health complex in the South Bronx on
Boston Road. We had free clothing, a free food
orogram, all these things. Most imponantly, we
went door-ig-door, organizing strikes, things like
that from 5 o'clock in the morning.

The Panthers stopped wearing the black beret
and leather jacket in the end of 1968, People
think that went on and on, and it didn't, We
stopped that because it made it easy for people
1o infiltrate. That all stopped befare the Panther
21, I think. { came in after the Panther 21.

The good thing about the Panther Party was
that it brought the idea of socialism. Let's look
at this {Mag’s) revolutionary ideofogy from China
and bring it into the African ¢ontext. And then
take it inlo the American context, understanding
that we are colonized as people of ¢olor in the
ghettos of America. Chinatown is a ghetta. IWK
said the same thing.

So we began (o look at negcolonialism,
Marxism, Ho Chi Minh, and these different ide-
ologies and how to bring them together in the
context of the United States. For example, if
Mao had his barefoot doctors, we wouid have
our barefoot docters and our health centers. We
didn't believe in Western anything, so il you
were going 10 be a barefoot dactor, you were
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going to learn acupunciure. If Mao had his
People’'s Revalutionary Army, we would have our
People's Revalutionary Army in the sense that the
Panther Party would defend the black community
against ihe racists, The WK or the Red Guard
would defend the Asian community if the racists
wanted to take people of Asian descent to con-
centration camps. That was a real threat back
then.

There was a lot of training. We learned how 10
break down rifles and quns. We learned military
strategy. For example, what did Mao mean when
he said that "force had to be 2-10-1?" You cannot
win a shoot-out if you have less than 3 2-to-1
advantage. You have 1o understand what a fire
zone is, how to apply what Mao said in Sefecied
Military Writings 10 the actual reality if you have
to fight in the ghetio, and how 1o make Molotov
cocktails.

HARLEM V3. CHINATOWN

One of the differences between the African com-
munity and the Asian community was that the
WK couldn't just come out and walk down the
streel. If you came out all the time and did a lot of
propaganda, you wouid get into some very seri-

ous fights. A lot of people were very skifled in martial arts and at the time, the KMT was very
strong in New York's Cl_-nnalown. They controlted all the family associations and they would send
goons to beat you up, like the Fiying Dragons, White Shadows, and people like that.

To be in the Panther Party in Harlem was much easier because they had much greater community
support. You didn’t have 1o worry about going down the street and being beaten up 0 much as
having cops trying ta kill you. Mao said, “To be effective yau have to be like a fish among the peo-
ple.” The Panther Party was much more effective in grass-roots acganizing than the IWK.

The truth is that the historic conditions did not exist at the time in Chinatowns in the United States.
The United States was at war with Vietnam and here we were walking around supporting the Viet
Cong. They didn't allow any Asian Americans to become citizens in 1965, and a lo: of people want-
ed 10 become American citizens. A {ot of people considered us 10 be communists and traitors. Of
course, the more samebody calls you a communist, the more you want 10 become one.

INTERNATIONALISTS

The Black Panther Party had a political and a military wing, as did any socialist revolutionary organi-
zation of the time period. The Panther Party foilowed the same command structure of the libera-
tion movements overseas. The Panther Party, the Student Nonvialent Coordinating Commitice
{SNCCL. the | Wor Kuen, the Red Guard, the Young Lords, the Brown Berets, the White Panther
Party, the Young Pauiots-all thesa organizations saw themnselves as part of a worldwide youth rev-
olution. The Panther Party in particular sent people to the Middle East and to socialist countries like
Cuba for training in military affairs, querriila wariare, and other things. This occurred around 1§70.
You began to see quiie a few peaple going overseas 1o be trained in East Germany,
Czechosiovakia, Palestine, and ireland. At that point, people were preparing for guernlla war. Qur
idea was always to have a mass struggle and 1o organize as many people as possible to guard
what we now call human rights.

Every city in the country had what they called a “Red Squad.” Chicago, New York, Los
Angeles-their intelligence units used Lo spy on anybady who was against the war in Vietnam, any-
one who was talking about civil rights, affirmative action, union organizing, or student unions. It is
estirnated that the CIA actually had spied upon 24,000 Americans and opened 30 million pieces of
mail during that time period. There was good reason to be paranoid. Sometimes people were aciu-
ally assassinated.

GOING UNDERGROUND

We had a song: "Hold your heads high/Panthers marching by/Me wan't take no jive/Not from a
regular 45/Free Huey, free Bobby/Goddamn, we gotta free Eldridge.” All they had 1o do was arrest
our leaders and the whole thing feli apart, Cult of personality was the warst thing, and it destroyed
the movement. We musin‘t have hero worship again.

I quit the Black Panther Party in 1970 when all the slaughter started to happen in Harlemn. ! went
underground. Hearing the stories of how my grandmother, my grandfather, my mother, and my
aunt survived the Japanese Qccupation taught me a lot about how 10 survive. It's a sad reality
when you're in your own country and you haven't broken any laws. 1 didn't kilt anybady. | didn't

THREE TAPES THE HARD WAY by Eric Nakornura

Here are a few tapes to get you inlo the mindsel of revolution fo fight back agoinst your oppressars. Sure,
there are tons of tapes aut there that might represent fighting back, but this is a great litlle collection thal
ranges from the fake ond funky to the hord ond real.

BLACK GESTAPO Apprex. 90’ min. Director Lea Frost. No name recognifion an this tape like Oclemite or Sheft, but you do
get a Blaxploited view at how power gets comupled. A black mon, Red Perry as Generol Ahmed, wanls ta start @ Walis
black army and he gets it going, but then it splinters off in o bad angle. The Peaple’s Army Group squore off with cheesy
white racketeers wha have the gombling, prostitution, and drug market comered. The army takes over with vialence and
ge’s too fat, they get a training compound with swarms of big-breasted while women and ore living like Idi Amin. General
Ahmed gels word of this ond if's up lo him to set everything saight, Meonwhile the whileys get drven out of tawn. With
gun batfles, freebie breost shots, pimp slaps, ond militant uniforms, shit goes off in this film. There oren’t exactly any Black
Panthers in this film, but if's o sotire on haw locol ormies get starfed.

THE FBI WAR ON BLACK AMERICA 60 min. This documentary by Denis Mueller and Deb Ellis has great select foologe
from Malcolm X, MIK, and seme Black Ponthers. It traces the COINTELPRO, the FBI, police, ond the KKK who were out to
destray the black revalutianary mavement by killing the young and cutspoken Fred Ramplon, X, ond #MLK, ameng many
athers. With inferviews with Kathleen Cleaver, FBI testimany, Huey P. Newton, Geronimo Proff, H. Rop Brown, and Adom
Claylan Powell, this film is heavy an the Panthers. Although it clocks in a bit 100 shart, it gives you an idea of whol reaily

happened.

BROTHERHOOD OF DEATH B5 min. Director Bill Berry. No <ity falks here. Bmh’;erhood of Death starts aff with block E ' M X
Vielnom Wor scldiers who come back and end up in the South. A local black waman gets roped, her bayfriend gets beat kel "“I"“
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>l = Clockwise from feft
g Richard Aoki decked
by outin full Paather gear
«Q 2 {Photo by Nikk: Acai).
= ™S I-Hatel eviction rotice
' I burning wiih Steve
< = Louie taking a pholo in
1l the right bottom corner
{Photo couitesy of
Josél, |-Hotel pratesl-
215 including hespesia-
cled Harvey Dong on
{ar left (Photo couriesy
of Sieve Louie).
[ [==] : :
=5 ton of e-mails and phone calls led me to the Asian-
} >
[ — | owned, movemeni-rooted Eastwind Books shop on
L J
= Shattuck Street in Berkeley. thors where | met vith Richard Aoki
= {charter member and Field Marshal of the Black Panthers and spokesperson of UC Berkeley’s Asion
American Pofitical Alliance), Harvey Dong (worker and tenant organizer), Steve Lovie (member of
Wei Chi Min and worker organizer), and Vicii Wong (a founding member of UC Berkeley’s AAPA, involved
with SNCC, and worker organizer). Easiwind was too small for all of us, so we procured a corner booth
ot @ nearby Burger King. It was weird fo talk fo a bunch of political radicals in a corporate death-
burger joint, but sometimes the most dangeraus place is the safest place.
PART I: STEVE LOUIE explains, “We were trying to organize people to
A take things into their own hands and become pofit-
A GANG "The Asian Movement was tremendously liberat- - ically conscious.”
OF FOUR ing," says Steve Louie, sifting through his collec-
tion of slides, prints, and radical newspapers from  Unionizing the Lee Mah electronics and Jung Sai
by Rartin Wong the early 1970s. garment workers was one of the group’s big strug-
gles. Both battles ended bitterly when the electron-
Photo: MW The third-generation ABC first became involved ics owners struck a deal with the union and fired
with Asian activism in 1969 when he was studying the workers and the garment workers walked out
sociology at QOccidental Colfege in Los Angeles. and Jung Sai went out of business.
When he received a scholarship for independent
study, he used it to travel the Bay Area, Boston, When the Vietnam War ended, so did WMS. "As
New York, and across the country where "groups the war started to wind down in 1972, the mare
were coming up like weeds.” politically aware groups began to embrace more
revolutionary ideals. Struggling against the war
He settled in San Francisco, where he made con-  and understanding the nature of the enemy
tacts during his travels. At this time, the caused a lot of us to gravitate toward Marxism and
International Hotel was a center of Asian find inspiration from Mao. That's the direction |
American activism, with etderly Filipinos and went in."
Chinese living in the upper stories and community
groups renting out the basement. PART 2: RICHABD AOK)
Louie joined the Wei Min She, an anti-imperialist " By the time Richard Aaki involved himself with
and pro-worker group whose name can be trans- Asian American activism, he had been active in
g lated into "Organization for the People.” Louie three political movements:




1. 'Picking strawberries is the worst thing I've
- gver done in my life. While | was getting my

toes wet being a proletariat, | ran across mili-
@nis in the unions. All these militants were
communists! These communists seemed to
have some good ideas.”

2. *You could look at the Civil Rights Era as the
peginning of the Black Liberation struggle, but
the Nationalist Movement with Stokely
carmichael, SNCC (Student Nonviolent
Cocrdinating Committee), and other younger
organizations that sprung up all over the coun-
yry attracted me.”

3. “Vhen the Black Panther Party for Self-
pefense sprung up in Oakland, it seemed like
agood thing. | was at the first organizational
meeting and they said, 'Who wants to step for-
ward to join?’ | stepped forward and was made
ranch captain and then elevated to field mar-
shal, of which there were only six of in the his-
tory of the BPP*

Upon promotion to field marshal, Aoki (who
grev- up with BPP co-founders Huey P.

New .on and Bobby Seale in West Oakland
after returning from the Topaz Concentration
Camp) transferred from Merritt College to
Berkeley and ‘went underground to look into
the Asian Movement to see if we could devel-
op an Asian version of the BPP." There, he
joined the Asian American Political Alliance
{AAPA) and became the spokesperson.

‘We protested against the security pact signed
by the US in Japan. We participated in anti-war
and * PP demonstrations, especially to free
Huey Newton, the co-founder who was in jalil
at the time. Technically | was a representative

- of AAPA. Privately, | was still making reports to
the Panther organization. I'd say, ‘This is

what's happening, etc.' They'd ask, ‘How can
we help?*”

‘AAPA was the first Asian group at Berkeley
that had such a diverse ethnic background. We
had Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, and Koreans.
- Pan-Asianism really was something that we
never -~ought of at the time. We were so glad
1o see another Asian.*

And not all members were students: *Bob Rita
- was a founder of the Farm Worker's Union. He
b Was at Berkeley organizing and | was able to

E: 1k to him and see if he was interested in

B AAPA. It was a natural thing for him-he was

g Fiigino and he had been an agricultural worker
e ll! his life. He was a labor organizer, yet he

2 Kined £ APA because of our stance on the

ploi- ~:on of workers.®

B 1 Fall 1968, the SFSU branch of AAPA joined
& he Third World Strike. The Berkeley chapter
ed in the spring.

EPART 3: GANG OF FOUR
$THE THIRD WORLD STRIKE

: s:- Why did the Asian Americans for
k70litical Action and other groups in the

ird World Liberation Front strike at

By cley and SFSU?

‘m-_What we were striking for was not ethnic
iMudies byt an autonomous Third World cam-

kNS, which never happened. We got tremen-

dous community support, despite what people
have said about our movement being an isolat-
ed group of militant students.

GR: What was a typical strike day like?

HD: ATommon day involved helicopters flying
abovg, shooting pepper gas at the students.
The police would sweep the campus with
these machines spraying gas. All that repres-
sion forced neutral elements to take sides.
RA: | saw how changes occurred in conscious-
ness when 147 of us were arrested. We had a
mass arraignment and | was sitting in the
classroom. | saw a pblond-haired, biue-eyed
sorority-type girl walk before the judge with a
big-time attorney. So | said, “What are you
doing here?” She was coming out of one of
the buildings and her boyfriend, a hippie, got
his head beaten in. All she could do was recite
one of our slogans: “Pigs off campus! Pigs off
campus!” They arrested her. You don’t think
she had an attitude change?

VW: It was the bloodiest and costliest strike in
history. We had to come up with these actions
and tactics because people in power were vio-
lently against the Third World College, against
the Third World people uniting.

RA: After three months, the‘violence got out of
control. Reagan called the Alameda County's
Sheriff's Department, which brought an atmos-
phere of terror to our campus. Things happen
in a reign of terror. The largest auditorium on
the university caught fire.

GR: What made the Third World Strike dif-
ferent from previous demonstrations?

VW: People like Richard who had direct military
experience. Also, we took inspiration from
worldwide struggles, most notably the
Zengakuren in Japan. They had very unusual
tactics, very mobile and fast actions. We would
start really early, break up into small groups. By
the time campus officials got there, we were
gone. Before they'd just seen big, massive
demonstrations.

SL: The Free Speech Movement used very
massive, immobile, easy-to-find groups.

HD: The strike was a combination of direct
action with education. In the evenings we
went to dormitories, fraternities, churches,
community groups, and stuff like that.

VW: It wasn't just a local thing or just for our
own little group in college. We identified with
the struggles of the oppressed peoples of the
world, of all of the struggles that were going
on then. We fought harder because we didn't
see it as just our own fight.

HD: After the Third World Strike, we felt that
we had to carry out our rhetoric, so we started
setting up field offices in the community.

CHINATOWN CO-OP

GR: How did the Chinatown Co-op start?
HD: It began as a research project. There was
a lot of research on the problems of garment
workers and we didn’t want to be “poverty
pimps” who did rasearch, filed reports, and
that was it. They were trying to get into the
union. | was involved in two union drives. The
problem was that there wasn't much democra-
¢y within the union, so we looked more toward
the idea of developing a cooperative. The Co-
op lasted about four years.

GR: Was it hard to get workers involved?
VW: We were fortunate enough to recruit one
of the top workers, Mrs. Lum, who was mak-

ing a lot of money for a garment worker back
then. She tested us for a while, but after the

third meeting she decided to join. She helped
recruit other workers.

GR: Did they freak out when you asked
them to sew Chinese worker-style jackets?
VW: No. That was a big moneymaker. It
became a famous thing among international
labor movements. We would get people visit-
ing us from Iceland and Canada.

HD: And they all brought home Mao jackets. It
was kind of unique. This whole concept of
alternative insututions was part of the whole
movement going on at the time. Eventuaily, it
shut down, but we were able to make new
links with immigrant workers and provide
things like English classes. Later, when there
were other labor disputes and strikes, some
workers from the Co-op came to the Asian
Community Center for help in their struggles.
VW: Every day, people would come down and
say, “Can you help us?* Electronics workers,
garment workers-they had no place else to go.
Some of them felt intimidated. Busboys would
say, ‘| shouldn't be here.* We said, “You have
every right to be here. This is supposed to be a
public university.*

THE I-HOTEL

GR: What was the International Hotel?

HD: The hotel was owned by Waiter
Shorenstein, one of the real estate barons in
San Francisco. The tenants (elderly Filipino and
Chinese men) organized a union that opposed
eviction. They got a lease extension, then a fire
was set in the building and several tenants
died in it. Shorenstein said, “See? | was right.*
Just around the time the Third World Strike
was winding down, tenants of the I-Hotel con-
tacted AAPA for support.

SL: When | first saw it | thought, “Holy shit!
What a tuberculosis breeding pit!*

HD: That's when all the former SF State strik-
ers, AAPA from Berkeley, and the Filipino com-
munity converged. The Co-op was a part of
that. The Asian Community Party was part of
that. The Asian Legal Services set up shop
there. The Red Guards opened there.

VW: You had the Financial District that was
Moneybags City. Then here was one block,
totally the opposite in they way they dressed -
with paintings, murals, and all these banners
saying, ‘Get the rich off our backs.” The com-
munity started to see this was their center. All
these different groups operated out of there.
On paper it looks good: young and old, unite! It
was a real lesson in democracy. We argued,
but we kept the place going when they were
going to tear it down.

GR: What was eviction night like?

SL: It went beyond the Asian community. Five
to six thousand supporters came from all over
the city. They went there because we were
fighting for something that we thought was
important. There was a landlord-tenant aspect
of the struggle, but when they wiped out the
block, they wiped out a center of activism in
the Asian community.

VW: Not just the Asian-American Movement. It
became a center for The Movement.

HD: Although you can't prove it, we see the
eviction as being political. It's not a landlord-
tenant dispute; it's an attempt to destroy the
Asian-American impact that was going on.
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Nobuko Miyamota gave up the glamour of being top-billed in Broadway stage shows
such as Les Girls, Kismet, and The Flower Drum Song, and in Hollywood blockbuster
movies like The King and | and West Side Story only to get her home ransacked,
searched, and pillaged by The Man.

One day while scouring a used record bin, | stumbled across a 1973 LP called A Grain of Sand that fea-
tured three Asion names: Charlie Chin, Chris lijima, and Nohuko Miyamoto. It was subtitled “Music for
the Struggle by Asians in America” and song titles included “Wandering Chinaman,” “Yellow Pearl,” and
“Somos Asiaticos (We Are Asians).” For $1.99, it was a steal. The clerks working at this collector’s shop
had no clue, much less gave a shit that this was the first album of Asian-American songs.

Last year, the trio reunited for a show that was filled with old friends and college students who were there as a class. .
MNobuko sits acrass from me in her LA home with a stack of photocapied essays that the students had to write up

about the reunion gig. Many were taking nates during the show, but after a few sengs, the notebgoks went back into
the packs. Nobuko then handed me some proof sheets of college students looking like they were having some
supreme flashbacks.

She started dancing at 4 and then got scholarships to some of the best schaols before landing her first projob at 15in
The King and I. Fram there, she went on to do muech mare on Broadway and an the silver screen . . . and then she
gave it all up.

“I was actually sort of disgusted with the limitations within that business. ! would go to audition with these TV variety
shows, and they would come up to me and say, ‘You're great, but we can't use you since you stick out’ The dancing
was ane thing, but the acting was another. | knew they would want me to have a fake accent. And | would ask, 'Why
would this person have an accent? | would confrent this, and that's why | went to singing.”

While Nobuko was singing in a Seattle nightclub in 1968, she checked out the political scene and was later
approached by an ltalian filmmaker who was making a documentary on a young man who becomes a Black Panther

member.




¢ -|t was fike a docudrama so we were with this guy who was actu-
£ glly in the Black Panther Party. We moved around with the BPP,

. went to demonstrations, and met a fot of people.” During a fim
shoot at the Young Lard’s {the Puerto Rican radicals) Church, she
met Yuri Kochiyama and gravitated into the Asian American move-
ment. -
Atthe time, Miyamoto was in another band cailed “Sequoia,” a
jazz-rock fusion thing that was close to signing with A&M records.
But the climate was expanding her mind and the band became a
memory. Finding that she would rather pass out fiyers and ieaflels,
go to demos, and voluntesr her time, she moved on 10 2 new part
of her fife. And after going 10 a meeting in Chicago between West
and East Coast Asians in 1953 and performing in a new group with
¢hris lijima and Charlie Chin for the fiest time in front of an entirely
yeilow-faced crowd, she felt something different.

“[twas a mind-blowing experienca, just to put your two leet on
the greund. Then [ knew | couldn’t go back any more.”

The band played shows up and down the coasts, crashing on
couches. Trying 1o figure out what the scene was like, | asked if
these events were cool. Nobuko came back with, “It was the best
party in town. It was poiitical, but it was the party. [twas the in
thing to da. It was rebellious, thare were a bunch who came for
the party. There were a lot of posters, flyers, and there were
dar=es with light shows. We used to Hil the UCLA Grand

Ba. -oom.”

The trio played everywhere, including prisons. At one prison gig in
Chino, they played to a multicultural crowd only to come out to

find their cars had flat tires, Perhaps it was the KKK not digging
the fact that Asians were playing shows o unite the ethnic prison-
ers. Nonetheless, Miyamoto Jaughingly remembers, they passed
out fied Books in prisons! The trio’s biggest show was at the
Madison Sguare Garden show for Puerto Rican Liberation Day ...
where they sang in Spanish!

Th hightight was the tria’s performance on the Mike Douglas
Show on the week that John Lennon and Yoke Ono hosted a week
o programming.

“We met them at their {oft in the Yillage. We went with them to
Phitadelphia in a limo and on the way to the show we thought it

FARM WORKING TO ORGANIZING

Traveling to where the crop needs 1o be picked is the life of o
migran! form worker, end sa is living in o form comp thot does-
n't have toilets or running water. Philip Vere Cruz did this for
yeors, living through injustice, rocism, ond poor living condi-
tians. Being o migron! form worker and Filipina wos taugh, since
mony Jopanese and Chinese hod alreody come Ihrough ond
been the subjects of halred from lond owners, public figures, ond
lhe general cilizenship. The Filipinas were the next-hated Form
group.

“} remember him tolking cbout the need for working people to
fight rocism ond the need 1o fight for the rights of immigronts. He
soid that some day, the copitolists were going lo fight scapegoal
immigraats for political power,” exploins Fernondo Gaspasin, a
nephew of the lote Vera Cruz, who now teaches of UCLAs Canler
far Lobor Research Education. “Fhilip wos o progressive quy.”

Paato of Philip Vera Cruz liberated
Alsa raised on o form unfil the first grade, Gasposin recalls, "1 learned whot from East Wind joumal. V982,
‘loke out’ meont ot mony resiouronts: Mexicans and Filipinos eal outside. Wo couldn't stoy of mast halels. There

were signs thot read ‘No Mexicons, Filipinas, ar Dogs.”

On Seplember 8, 1945, 1,300 Filipinos stopped work in Delono, storting the Greal Grope Boycolt. The group
thot orgonized this event wos the Agriculturol Workers Grgonizing Commitiee, of which Vera Cruz wos on oclive
member. Following the lead of the 1,300 sirikers, 11 doys loter, Cesor Chavez ond his Nokional Form Worker
Assaciokion joined in ond logether they formed the United Fosm Workers. The originel UFW boord had three
Filipinos an il, including Vero Cruz,

“It was Gandhian,” exploins Gaspasin. “What Cesor wos doing was portroying the UFW os victims. It worked
ond goined nationwide sympothy . . . especiolly becouse of the picture of the cops and Teomsters whipping the
form workers' osses.” The strike wos non-violent, but they would picket doily on forms. Mony hod I get jobs to
support their own strike, like woshing dishes. “The sirike benefits were semething like $5 o week. They used
winos kom Skid Row, ond bussed them out. It hod o demerolizing cole. They would lake them in ond out an o
bus.” .

Philip Vero Cruz worked for yeors os o second vice-president of the UFW. He left in 1977 when he felt the focus
begin to shift awoy from undocumented warkers ond Filipinas. Today, Vers Cruz is no longer with us ond the
work of Ihe Filipina farm warkers is lorgely unrecognized, but the Grope Baycolt continues ond the Filipine work-
ery’ struggle lives on. -EN

downhill and wentinto drugs. Finaily ane day, he woke up and thought, Would

was surreal. We got there and rehearsed and the director comes forward after he
hears, ‘Watching war mavies with the next-door neighbars and secretly rooting for
the other side,” and asks us what other songs we have. They said there were a few
lines there that housewives in the Midwest would think were subversive. Then
Lennon cames in and says, ‘Well it's just a couple of lines, can't you fudge the words
zhir”" { don't know what happened to me. All of a sudden | lostit and | pointed at this
quy -the producer) and said, You were put in concentration camps and now you're
saying that we can't play this song?” { don't know who did this, but it was me. | start-
ed walking away, and they said that we couid do the song. it went on national TV.”

On Getting Ransacked, Busted, Ambushed

“Later, a couple of my friends got busted for having guns in their house.
And when they were gaing to trial, pofice broke inte my house. ! didn't know
what it was about untif much later when | learned that the trial was begin-
ning and Hirahite was coming through town. They were trying 10 say that it
was = conspiracy Lo kill Hirohita. Ten years later, my brother was reading a
Scrir - written by an ex-member of the FBI Asian Tactical Squad. In this
sehipg, the ex-cop {who wanted 10 be a Hollywood writer) wrate a scene
about a Japanese singer who was platting to kill Hirohito, He described
breaking into my house and at the end of the scene he focked around and
he said, ‘it looked like a nigger’s pad.’ That's chilling. | don't know why |
Teturned the script. This was evidence.

C “And sometimes, the Panthers would stay at my house and make a call to
Algeria, and the next day the poiice would come. That's why the FBI knew

" %0 | was, And | just narrowly escaped being arrested many times through
. 35S0ciaton.

- Twas married to someone before, a Jewish man. But | was never masried

L 10 Antila, the father of my son. He was close lo Maleelm X when Malcalm

* Wagwith Elijah. When Malcolm left Elijzh, Attila left with Malcolm. And
¥hen Malcolm got killed, Attila went in many different directions. He went

A GRAIN OF SAND—A hot album that
you will mast ltkely nat find. But it will be
on CD on Nobuko's label BINDY
RECORDS 11801 Santa Monica Blvd Ste.
533 LA, CA 90025. Write to her heral

Malcolm want me like this?" So when he got out he started a detox program at the
Lincoin Hospital in the Branx, which was the center of the BLA, And so when the
Imam [spiritual leader) came back 10 America, he called the followers to come hack.
In the process of meeting, they were ambushed by other Muslims, so he died defend-
ing his Imam. Four died, two an each side, and no ane was convicted.”

Alot has happened since the turbulence of the “70s. Nobuko now lives in a coal pad
in Los Angeles, She went on to record more albums, is still performing a one-persan
play, and is working with musicians. She’s pant of the Bindu record company where
she records, produces, and releases music. Check Bindu's Web site, and if you're
lucky, you may someday find a copy of A Grain of Sand. . . but don't count on it

YOKOHAMA, CRELIFORNIA

YOKOHAMA, CALIFORNIA—Courtesy
of Ron Kane. If you have this, then you're
a real collactor. This came out latar in -
1977, but it's a Yellow Power album far
sure. Some songs are hilarigus.
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ow might nok nofite the person walking arund wearing a shade of fatigue green wha deans up after your emply seda
cans, condom wrappers, or nait dips. But one of them at a papufar mall is waiting for the Revalulion of the APEs. Moe
Hishide is o ex-member of the Asian American Hard Core, @ small group thet formed after the Black Panthers during the revolutionory Tate "60s, The
friendly man who maintains the graunds you might be walking enis waiting for the wave of drange. The greatest thing ul:nutlfns man isn't hxs peits -
ﬁls!rmhfufness and openness to the entire subject.

GA: On the AsrarrAmencan Hardeore?

MAN; | think the idea was percolating around because of the notoriety of the Panthers. tooking atplaceswhere our people

| were concentrated, you could see what the brell was going on with the young people. Quite & few were going in and cutof

prisom and stuff like that. And when the Panthers came forward, the idea of trying to get some of aur people back from the
aother side of capitalism came up, s some of us talked ahout needing te form: a group like that We developed a crashr pad

| aver an 23rd and Vermont. A dactor owned the apartment and let us stay there. We used ta get people who were just out of '

prisom or referred to us from parale officers and from there, with the Panthers as a model, we could serve the people.

GR: The crash pad?
MMN: The crash pad was for people to detox and haue a

| place to stay. We did 'some political education and took

people autinta the community, Peaple were trying to get
straight and they wouldn't take any bullshit. We didn't tie
people up (some falks did do that). There were always
enougl people around to babysit. If they acted up, we
held them down. We were dealing with mare mature

L people, so we didn't want to mess with them too much or
) else thev would try ta kill your ass. .

" Christmas programs, working with seniors, hefping with projects, and different kind of things. We did that for a few years.
The core was three or four to half 2 dozen. The rest were helping out.

. GR: What kind of drugs were they doing?

MRN: Heds or Seconal, downers. People were gangsters
They were going ta jail for all kinds of stuff, mostly drugs.
Maost of the hardcare were daing hard drugs like herain.
They were in prison for drug-refated incidents and rais-
ing rent

GH: Were yau & gang membes?

MN: You had to be part of 2 gqang in the 505 and '60s. |
wasin one called the Constituents. We were fram the
Westside on €renshaw. There were gangs fram hefore
the war. The JAs were no different thar ather people.




GR: What did your gang do?
MN: See who was the baddest, go to the dances
and act funny, and get drunk.

GA: Did you fight against yourself?

MN: It's usually like that. You fight against your
own group, then everybody got together and par-
ticipated in the race riots and went after the
white man.

GR: Did you work with others, like Chinese
americans?

MN: Those other communities have to devealop
their own thing. Peopie are talking aboui {his
Asian American stuff-it's a political term, not
7eal. The real Asians ase hurting. These so-
called Asian programs are helping non-Asians.
We got some real oppressed communities now.
Some of those people don’t have a pot to piss in.
So they have to go the other route, the backside
of capitalism. Shit, nobody ain’t doing nothing
about them. It's the straight ug betrayal of the
Asian Movement.

GR: Did you wear paramilitary outfits?
MN: Some wore fatigues and a red bergt. We
wore it sometimes at certain demonstrations.

ON THEEND

MN: Some of us took on a more political
process. This was after the Panthers gol wasted
by COINTELPRQ, so there was disillusionment
aboul the political line of the Panthers. The pro-
letariat was supposed to become the leadershig
of the people. But they couldn’t protect them-
selves from the fuckin® cops. And what a lot of
us werg waiting for was for the word to come
down from Huey, Bobby, and them. The Panther
Party was the basic acknowledged lzadership in
the Revolutionary Nationalist Movement. They
set the whole stage. When they couldn't respond
to the killings by the pohice, it fucked everybody's
mind up.

GR: Did you dissolve?

MN: There was the AA Hardcore and New
People’s Hardcore. There was a deviation from
Mao to the classics like Marx, Engels, Lenin, and
Stelin. So we want into studies, the NPHC stayed
with the old way. They kept it going in the old
direction. We studied-and tried to apply-Mao.
\We stayed at the level of the Red Book and did-
n't getinto his philosophical stuff.

WHERE DO THESE WORDS COME FROM?

The Funniest use of the word, "Charlie,” sneaked out of Mo Nishida's lips.

ON THE MOVEMENT

There was a conference called “Are you
Yellow?” in the [ater ‘B0s to bring logether the
younger people who were trying to figure out
“what was going on. They knew about Asians get-

" ting jacked up, so thay wanted to know what

was up. People were saying, “Fuck the Man.”
We were sick and tired of them telling us what
we were supposed to be, we were going to
develop our own identity. We wanted to build a
real democratic system that had no racism.

GR: Did you meet the Black Panthers?

MN: | met Eldridge and Bobby. We were small
potatoes compared to those guys. We are talking
about a real small operation, but we never felt
that way. We weren't petty bourgeoisie national-
ists who thought we were the canter of the
world. We thought we wera part of the revolu-
tonary stream that was going on at that time
around the world. Che said we were like the fin-
gess of a hand. We all do our bit; one finger can't
develop a grip. If you get them all working, you
can fuck The Man up.

GR: You still get active?

MN: | went through being a drug addict in the
'80s. Part of my recovery was lo go back to The
Movement again. | hope young people getinto
looking at themselves, looking at what kind of
things we stood for, and see where you hook ug.
It's coming. This thing is getting ready to rock
and roll. The "50s and "70s ain't shit compared to
what's gonna go down now. The reactionary
motherfuckers are tightening the scraws on
everything. There's the stratum of third world
oeople who moved up since the civil rights
movement to become the power elite . . . quite a
few Asians in there. They think that they repre-
sent all of Asian America. Those motherfuckers
are going lo get knocked out. They are upholding
a system that is unjust. Everything is based on
greed and what's best for them.

GR: Did they sell themselves out?

MWN: That's what it looks (ike. They're all nice
people if you telk to them; they have liberal sen-
timents. But what do they stand for and what do
they do? How can 5% of the population consume
40% of the resources and make 20-30% of the
greenhouse gases and pollution? The only way
the human race is going to survive is if we take
them out by any means necessary. The first pes-
son you work on is yourself, We didn't do that in

the ‘60s and ‘70s. All we thought we needed was
an igentity. But looking like a Buddhahead isn't
enough, We have to learn who we are and then
we can accept other people and share ourselves
with them.

GR: What's going to happen?

MN: The revolutionary storms in the Third World
are kicking up. People are clear to what the US
government is doing in South Africa and
Indonesia, they don't give a fuck; there's no get-
ting along with this son of a bitch. Western
Imperialism doesn’t benefit most people. Afl over
the world, you can use the Internet. That's the
anly thing that's not controiled. Fuck TV, fuck
newsgapers. You can’t pick up shit on the bour-
geoisie media. Chairman Mao teaches “wharey-
er there's oppression there’s resistance,” and
thers's oppression all over the world, If you have
spiritual strength then suffering is part of the
game. If you can turn suffering into challenges,
to turn you into a loving human being, then shit,
when you die its like the Indians say, "IUs the
best time 1o die,” so you won't have regrets.

GR: Were you into the armed struggle?

MN: Malcolm teaches that you get ready by any
means necessary. When we say by any means
necessary, and Mao teaches that you flight with
two hands-not one behind your back-that
should be sufficient. The whole thing is about the
human race now. Another 100 years and forget
itl. Look at the dumbshits in Indonesia seuing for-
est fires. For what? The most important thing to
realize is that the struggles of the '30s, '60s, "70s,
and '30s and the coming millennia show a les-
son. As if they think we started on a level playing
field, now they want to knock out affirmative
action. And then look at the top, it's “Charlie.”

What we have to do as APEs, Asian Pacific
Ethnics, is the kay question. All classes of peo-
ple in the ethnic communities need to recognize
the working class. Shit, | don‘t want to buy a big
house ang | don't need anything. Little Tokyo is a
big parking lot. We got thrown out, they
destroyed the housing. If you want political
power you need people concentrated. I'm wait-
ing for the young people to come back and say,
“I'm tired of this shit; let's build something.” |
want to live in a Buddhahead community. Right
now | can't trust anybody, including other
Buddhaheads. | grew up in camp; being in a vil-
lage with 10,000 others is a pretty cool experi-
ence.

8 U.S. Services Slang. The Narih Vielnamese and Vielcang, esp. a Narth
Vietnamese Soldier or Vietcong saldier. e.g. M. McCarthy Vietmam, ‘If he
called them Charlie'... he was eilher an infatuated civilian, o low-grade

But after thinking about it, what does "Charlie" really mean? I've heord it in
mony of the incredibly popular 1980s Vietnam War films, and after lacking
in an Oxford English Dictionary, which weighs in ot obout 20 pounds with
three-point-font text thot you literally use @ mognifying gloss to see, the
answer was revealed:

CHARLIE

Charley, Charlie-there are many definitions, the origin is unknown.
é A fool, simpleton, esp. a proper, right Charley. slang

7 A white man. U.S. Negra slong. 1967 11 Jan Guradian Stakely
Carmichael wos there promising "Mr. Charlie's" Doomsday.

primifive in uniform, or o fatuous military mouthpiece.

9 Used as adj.: afraid, cowordly, esp. in phr. to turn Chorlie. slang. 1954
'N. Bloke' whispered in “Gloom You,” ‘turn Chorley and we'll do yo.’
Here's onother word. This word seems like it originoted from the Vietnom
era, but there are Iraces of it from much earlier.

GOOK
Origin unknown. Used as a term of contempl: o foreigner; spec. a caloured
inhabitont of Southeas! Asio or elsewhere.

To summorize, the word hos been around since the 305 to signify an Asion
who specks Spanish, particularly a Filipino, but it is also used fo slag the
Kareans, Japanese, ond Vielmomese. -EN
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rt Ishii was a gangbanger who became one of the Yellow Brotherhood, which
was the first group of Asian activists in Los Angeles. Guy Kurose was o Black
Panther who became an Asian activist in Seattle.

Today, both run their own dojos, teaching korate to al-risk kids in their respective cifies. When Eiu'_.' was in LA. for a speaking engoge-
ment (he's o spokesperson on race and gangs), | met both of them in a Silverloke coffechouse to talk ahout their experiences in the

Asian-Americon Mavement.

GR: How did a Jopanese-American kid from Seattle become a Black Panther?
ART ISHII GK: 1 wos raised in the black community and listened o these songs: "Say it loud, I'm black and I'm proud.” | wanted to be there, too.
Alsa, the Black Panther Party had a strang anti-war line. My perspedtive of the anti-war movement was *I'm not going to fight no

GUY KUROSE | [

by RNartin UWong
GR: What was it like being in the party?
GK: We did what we wanted. | was a renegade Panther. We were what Bobby Seale called “jackanapes,” kids that had
good intentions but were relating strongly to hoodlumism, He said we were goad guys, but we always wanted to do some-

thing crazy.

GR: How did you find out about the Asian Mavement?

GK: When Mo Nishida, Victor Shibata, and Warren Furutani came from the JACL to speak in Seattle, | was introduced to
them. | was 16 and | was a member of the Black Panther Party. | had basically said, “1 don't need to talk to no Japanese
motherfucker who thinks he’s white, man. So fick you!” | was a kid. [ was tefling him what was going on with the Party up
there. My perception of other Asian Americans was that they weren't very hard,

GR: Why did you think Astan Americans were soft?
GK: A lot of that was due 1o the camps and the way the community had become very insular about it. There was a fear. 1 tell
people I'm a praduct of the concentration camps my parents went to. [ was born a few years after they got out. I felt ail this

injustice.
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" GR: Did you read the Red Book?

G¥: The Panthers took the Red Book and broke it
down into how it affecled the community in a real
;' girect sense. | was a Panther, | got a Red Book, |
said, “This motherfucker's Asian.” | got an identity
thing out of that

GR: How long were you a Panther for?

GK: | stayed in for three years untit | was 18. Then !
entered college and berame invnlued in the Asian

Stdent Cozlition. We had demonstrations on cam-
pus. | was into rioting. We'd cause wild stuff, We'd
all end up in jail because we'd fight the police and

fuck up all the buildings.

GR: What sort of support did you get in the Asian
community compared to the black community?

GK: As Panthers, we were heroes in a lot of com-
munities. In the Japanese-American community,
everything our parents knew culturally and through
their camp experiences for the most part was to be
guiet. I'm proud of the activists’ search for identity
that resulted in the Redress Movement. Some peo-
ple back then would have called it bourgeoisie-
counter-revolutionary. | don't agree with that. lt's
wonderful it happened for, if nothing else, psycho-
logical reasons. | see so many Niseis out there and
you know they're traumatized. They're hypersensi-
tive or hyperapologetic. We picked up some of that
Al: That's why the Yellow Brotherhood was so con-
troversial. We weren't hyperapologetic. We
weren't like, “Let's keep it hush-hush.”

GK: We were told to outwhite the white, and groups
like the YB and me said, “Fuck the whites. Fuck
that shit.”

GR: How did you meet the Yellow Brotherhood?
FC: f came to LA to meet the Movement people.
Some of them were from the middle class, espous-
ing philosophical and ideological kinds of things.
Then | heard about the YB and | liked that. | was in
the BPP. but | knew | wasn't black. There was this
quest for belonging. | didn’t want to ke like the
slereotype of our own people. | said, "Yeah, man,
fucking wearing glasses and becoming dentists
and lawyers. Fuck that, I'm with the people: strug-
gling for the cause.”

GR: What was the Yellow Brotherhood?
Al: We were way before all these other groups,

GIDRA

In a communal house, o group of Asians decided 1o pul together a publi-
%e cool, funny, and pelitically conscious at the
same fime. It was named offer the Japanese Godzilla foe, the three-
headed beast, Gidra. With a revolving stoff who smoked sticky green
pot {if they could get it}, they put logether what some soy was a prede-

cation thot was going to

cessor to the mag you're holding. This was in ‘69 when things were
going off in the werld. They used the word “fuck,” ta the dismucr of the
righlist fightasses, but they got the job done for five years. Funded by
danaticns, a bunch of ads, and whalever sales they could put together,
they put this sucker out ance every twa weeks. Cne of the ecrly stoffers,
Eddy Wong {olso a member of the Asian Radical Movement, a small
roup of five or six falks| recalls, “We were gefting high and there wos a
%I gaing an. It was a great experience, it was fun, it was life cr death

for some peaple, since every day brothers and sisters were getting killed
in Viemom. The LAPD were viciaus motherfuckers. They were croiing
down on protests. Things were changing in the world. We had fun,
man.” Later on, mony stoffers found out that one af the “hangers-on”
was an FBl infarmant. Pasing os a phetagrapher, he probably could anly
report that people smoked pot, -EN

late 1969. We had just gorzen out of prison or the
service. We realized all these young next-genera-
tion gangsters respected us. We thought that we
could turn all that respect inte something posilive.
That's how the corcept of the Yellow Brotherhood
started. It was anti-drug, anti-gang, and pro-school.
We wera at the forefront of the Asian Movement.
Most people from those days will acknowledge that
the ¥8s were the first ones talking shit and kig¥inn
ass.

GR: What was it like being in the YB?

Al: Unlike the Panthers, we weren't heroes. We
really struggled with denial, particularly among the
Nisei. Their thing after the camps was 10 out-white
the whites and don't rock the boat. Sa many of my
generation, my classmates, were doctors, lawyers,
pharmacists, and optometrists. That's typical of the
baby boomers. But there was also a minority who
became gangbangers: the Ministers, the
Shokashus; those groups were like a hidden part of
the community. People wouldn't acknowledge that
we had a problem with gangs and drugs. The Rafu
Shimpo, the Japanesa-American newspaper,
reported day-in and day-outin the odituaries, 15
and 16-year-old kids dying of heart attacks. They
had such denizl. We were the ones who put the
ugly statement out. We went to parents and their
kids wauld be drugged-out and drooling on the rug.
But they were in denial that their kids had drug
problems.

GA: What types of drugs wera people taking?

Al: We had this epidemic in LA and all over the
Coast of barbiterates and heroin. They had to wrn
10 guys like the Yellow Brotherhood and say, “Help
us save our kids.” | think one year there were more
than 30 funerals of Japanese-American kids.
Groups like AADAP write articles patting them-
selves on the back about how they salvaged the
cities and talk about how their predecessors (and
they could only be talking about the Yellow
Brotherhood) used to be barbarians. Part of that
was true. We weren't academic. We were people
{from the cammunity working in the community, as
opposed to outsiders with their Nikon cameras and
280Zs.

GR: Was the Yellow Brotherhoad pofitical?
Al: Very political people would come into the

Graphic en right laken lrom Gidra.

Yellow Brotherhaod house and espouse the Red
Book. Gangsters didn't give a shit about Red Baoks;
they cared about red pills. We were political in
terms of what we did, but we were very reluctant
about grandstanding. There was actually a lot of
internal struggle in our meetings about just how
political we were going to be.

B hat ahant ather groups in LA?

GK: There was Asian American Hardcore, Joint
Lommunications and therg were smail groups geo-
graphically.

GR: Did people belong to more than one group?
Al: Prerty much one, but we networked a lot.

GR: What was Eastwind?

GK: Eastwind was a Marxist-Leninist group. They
were more political. People in Eastwind called
themselves “comrades” and they'd go, “You said
that Lenin said this, so you're a revisionist.” It was
50 bizarre. They wanted to start aracking other
people, They were all my friends, but when they'd
talk about purging people, i'd say, "Yeah. Whatever,
man.” They were prety elitist.

GR: How did it all end?

Al: There's a time and place for everything. The
same problems weren't as apparent. Also, mobi-
lization reached a critical mass aad a transition. As
we got older, my friends started having kids. There
was a transition and we tried getting younger guys
to assume leadership positions. But you had to find
the right people and the right dynamics. With the
YB, you couldn’t be just the most intelligent guy,
because you also had to be bad. People had to
respect you. The transition was the demise of all of
those organizations, carrying on those ideals.

GR: Was there a stronger sense of Asian communi-
ty during the Movement?

GK: It was really splintered. There was this group
called the Movement, but then you had the Asians
outside and you wonder if they even knew about it.
Al: | grew up in a predominantly black neighbor-
hood. All my tme in the service was with blacks.
So I've always socially gravitated toward the black
culture, justiike my peers in East LA gravitated
toward Chicano cultere. But one of the negative
things about all this Black Power, Brown Power,
and all this togetherness as social ethnic
neighbors, is that it divided us, The first ime 1
ever heard a black call me Jap, t was
shocked. The polarizing started then and it
contipues today.

GR: What's the most lasting effect of the
Asian Movement for you?

Al I went to a function and ran into a kid |
hadn't seen for 25 years. | remember him as a
high schoal kid. That kid voluntarily came up
10 me and said. "You know what man? You
quys really made a difference in my life.” This
quy was very high-risk. If it was one isolated
incident, it would've been worth it, but there
was more. Too much press goes to how many
people died.

GK: To articulate, the Panthers—1 have this
huge identity behind them. "Former Black
Panther and all of that stuff. But what if they
said "Former Asian Movement participant?”
People would say, 'What the fuck is that?" |
don't like that because | am proud of our
involvement, our trying Lo empawer the com-
munity, trying to get young peaple 1o see their
identity. .
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SFSU STRIKE|
o ASTAN POWER|:

GEO RGE Woo by Martin Wang

'™ TQO CHICKEN TO BE REVOLUTIONARY,”
SAYS GECRGE WO0Q, A SAN FRANCISCO STATE
UNIVERSITY {SFSU) PROFESSOR WHO EARNED

" HIS POSITION THROUGH COMMUNITY ACTION
AND TAKES PRIDE IN NQT HAVING A PhD. *I'm nol
dedicated encugh 1o give up my life and every-
thing. | also realize that is not Lhe efficient way to
go aboul things."

He may not be revolulionary, but he's no chicken
eilher. Woo moved 1o SF's Chinatewn from Hong
Kong in 1963 al the age of 15, did time in the Navy,
and shot photos for Sunset magazine belore he
starled hanging out in a cofleehouse frequented by
Wah Ching gangsters.

Two lhings happened there: "One, | became aware
of the gang activily. | had an expensive camera, 50
| decided 1o gel ko know 1hem se they wouldn'l take
il. Second, | empalhized wilh them. Ong lhing led
10 another, and | started to work with them.”

Instead of crime and idieness, Woo suggested thal
ganghangers organize a lown meeling io publicize
the communily's problems, When members cf the
Chinese establishment, City Hail. and media got in.
lhe hoods locked the docr and told the audience
cif.

"Thai blew everybody's minds.” he says. "As |

ACU PU NCTU RE by Eric Nakamura

in his office, Totsuo Hirono proudly shaws me ¢ diploma doted 1981 It locks like most ony
olher certificote except it has o black pyromid loga with @ yin end yeng symbol! He lells me
that | will prabobly never see one of these ogoin. Hireno was the anly Asion person in the
orea to be a student in the Black Acupuncture Advisory Assaciaion of Nerth America, the fiest

acupuncture school in Americo.

The New York school was built by people wha were fied to palilical

argonizofians such os the Block Panthers, Black Uiberation Army,

Yaung Lords, and While Lightning. A Canodian doclar and @ Hong
Kang doctor helped them with their shudies clangside on American

M.D. , Richard Tak, wha mode their siudies “legilimale.”

Unfartunotely, an the day representatives fram the Natianal Institute of
Menll Health were visiting the center %o evaluate il for government
funding, Toh wos killed. He was found dead in o dloset, injected wilh
heroin in an altempt o caver up his murder. Fartunclely, the BAAANA
wos able 1o Find o replacement ond the pregram continued. Hirana

cantinued an his six-year residency/shuden! joumey.

“The First day | wos doing acupunchure. | was daing it lo myself, my
friends ond my Fomily, The results were effective. Pecple would come
in irritoble and aggressive; some came with bols. Il wos ¢ tough area
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worked with them. | emerged as their spokesman.
People slarled looking at me as a gang leader. |
didn’l give a shit or worry aboul the establishment.”

Woao's work in the Chinese community led to
involvement wilh SFSU's Chinese sludent group.
"We came up with Free University for Chinatown
Kids. Unincorporated (FUCK U). Al the time, the
Chinase student group had a basement. s0 we had
a slide show and talk. Tom Wolfe was doing a siory
for Esquire and | was prominenily in il. He said thai
| had a silver-tipped umbrella. Shil, man, thal was a
tin-foil lip!®

When studenls were forming the Third World
Liberation Froni, demanding a curriculum and sys-
lem thal rellecled and respected the community's
culiural diversily, Woo was called on lo raise com-
munity support.

"It was a war. No classes went on because demon-
strators would go Irom class to class and challenge
leachers who were still holding classes. To stop the
nookslore, we would fill a shopping cart with books
and go io lhe check sland. We'd say. 'On. I'm not

going 1o buy these,” and walk oul. To break classes.

we'd make noise. throw a chair. Pecple threw cher-
ry bombs down the john and pushed people
around. The studenls who participated had violent
tendencies, bul lhey were cul-gunned, oulsmarted.
and cul-manned by the police, who were very, very
violent.”

Lalt Vietnam
protesier wth
piciure of Ho
Chi Minh. Right:
George Woo,
circa 1470, {Both
photos by Nikki
Arail

Al he rallies, the predominantly Japangse Asian
Americans for Political Action (AAPA), IPSA (lhe
Intercoliegiate Chinese for Seciat Action), and
Pilipinc Action Collegiate Endeavor (PACE) joined
with La Raza, ihe Black Student Union, and sup-
portive white students. This was the lirsl lime Asian
groups worked together.

“We instigated the Yellow Power slogan here. Of
course, one of reasons why il never siuck is
because we inciude Ihe Filicinos. They said, ‘Look
at us, we're not yeliow.” Sc | said, "You're right.
Asian Power!™

To Woo, Ihe Thirg World Sirike was the beginning
and end of the Asian American Movement. "The
siudent movemenl did not lasl that long once the
strike ended and an ethnic studies program
began.’ Then he adds, °I don't think there was a
movement, hecause no one really sal down and
planned out everything. People would like to think
so. If they want lo claim credit, s be it.”

Alter the strike, he went back 10 school despile
advice from his friends in the La Raza communily.
They said the revolution would be over in two years
and his response was that alterwards, people
would have lo pick up their books. Now George
Woo is 2 member of the faculty he struck against.

“They lend to see me as a one-dimensional heil-
raiser. Il thal's the rcle they assign me, then | have
lo lake advantage of it.”

and yau had o be tough there to survive, but within 10 minules everyone would be quiet,
Arriculer ecupunclure was the moin progrom of That time. )l was o lounge with pecgle sitting
in 0 circle 10 there wos no mystery; yau could see the persan come in ond get worked on. You

could see tho! persan relax ond gel camferichle. The whole ploce would ke quiet. Thot neigh-
borhood wasn'l tygically quiet; il was very impressive. Peaple would coma in shoking ond sick.
The medicine works, but if you quil or nat is another quesfion. Scme wauld come since they
were in rouble wilh the low ord some wauld come so they could cut their oddidion down so it

wauldn'l be so expensive. *

Tatsuo Hirano gholo by Ene Nakamura

Hirona cetively parlicipoted an the West Coost in onti-drug organizofians
such 03 "Go Far Broke,” and olso helped ct the Asion Jaint
Communicalians in New Yark City, which had o detox house and ergo-
nized Asicn-American prisoners occording to Leltist ond callective philoso-
ghies. After getiing burned ul an The Asior-Americen movemen, Hirone
tened la something thet ha felt would fix the imbolonces ond the internal
problems within oll pecple: Chinese medicine.

Aber lolking far cboul on haur about reasans why The Movement ullimetely
didn'l work cul due ta inrer-mavement canflict, | came out with the feeling
thot Hirano is at peace with himself. He menlians lho) o meeling or o con-
ference needs to be arganized to get everything cired aut and healed.
Friendships were last ond peaple are shll ngry la this day. Hirano believes
that the key link as quated by Moo is “change inlemol, then society hos to
da the some.” That's why Hironc treats everyane. He says, Il check out
anything thal comes thraugh thel doar.”
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Lall to right. Alex
Hing 121ks to Red
Guards aboul mear-
ing Ho Chi Minh
{Phota by Nikxt Arai),
Asian maichars were
the anly war protest-
ef3$ 10 snake dance
|Phetos coustesy of
Steva Louie).
Following page: Alex
Hing in New York
City today {by MW).

Wong

-

an Francisco's Red Guard pur_ty was named after
Mao Zedong's young squad of private property burn-
ers, but patterned more closely after the Black

Panther Purty. Initially gaining inspiration and quidance from the Panthers across

the:Bay in Oakland, the Chinatown-based Red Guards formed in 1969 to uplift their commu-
nity and creafe social change. Minister of Information Alex Hing was one of the co-founders.
Now o cook, Union organizer, and Tai Chi instructor in New York City, Hing remains politically
and socially active. When | called him from the Marriott Marquis in Times Square to arrange
a meefing, he informed me that his group was boycotting that particular hotel because it was
non-union. Then he invited me over fo his Chelsea flat for morning fea and conversation.

ON GUARD

GR: What were some of the Red Guards' accomplishments?
AH: One of the first things we did was make it acceptable

for political forces other than the KMT to exist in Chinatown.

That's important because prior to the Red Guards,

Qemocratic party liberals would be branded as communists,

and it made it very hacd for them to have any political influ-
ence. When we came out and said, We're communists,” we
established ourselves as the real Left. We participated in
the movements for China's gaining a UN seat and also for
the United States to have a relationship with 8eijing. We
created that pull in Chinatown, to make it OK for people to
talk about Beijing as China, and not just Taiwan.

We also accomplished some small reforms. The federal

government wanted 1o cut down a Tuberculosis testing cen-

ter in the community, although at the time Chinatown had
the highest rate in the country. We demonstrated to keep

that T8 testing center functioning. They wanted to ciose the
traditional Buddhist temple, to turn itinto a parking lot. We
demonstrated support for the temple so they didn't tear that
down. We did a number of those kinds of reforms, We
worked in what we called the Asian Legal Services that had
a branch of the Asian American Braft Help Center. We had
1,000 cases of people who didn’t want to go to the military
and kept them out. We actually got four people who were in
the military out. So we were quite successful in establishing
an anti-war base in the community. | think that we opened
up Chinatown for more progressive politics.

GR: What about the breakfast program?

AH: The Panthers set up a free Breakfast for Children pro-
gram. We triad that, too. The kids who came were African
Americans who lived in the projects of Chinatown. So we
re-thought it and had an afternoon lunch program for senior
citizens. We tried to model ourselves after the Panthers.
When it didn't work, we gave it our own characteristics.
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RED GUARD
o). ASIAN POWER|

GR: Was that food ever stolen?
AH: Liberated. You know, in Chinatown they make these deliveries,
just dropping stuff off in front of restaurants. It's just there.

GR: How many people were in the Red Guards?

AH: The high point was 200, right when we opened up in 1969.
That's not an axaggeration, but that didn't last long. You can only
take so much police repression before people stop coming
around. We dwindled down to a hardcore base of around 5C.

G&: What was the average member like?

AH: Early 20s. Qur youngest member was like 13. We wers
American-born, but we were actually able to unite with immi-
grants and take up the struggle for immigrant rights. You hear one
immigrant group think that they're better than a more recent immi-
grant group: they talk funny; they're dirty; they make the communi-
ty more this, more that, [t's really not right. S0 we then had some
old-timers, too. Old pro-China people.

GR: 0id you ever go out wearing Maa jackets and all that?
AH: Oh yeah. We'd wear army field jackets and berets. Sometimes
we'd wear armbands during public demanstrations.

GR: How fong was the Red Guard party togsther for?

AH: The phenomenon was very short-lived, 2 1/2 years. The main
reason why it broke up was political police reprassion. We could-
n't stay in that office if the landlord kept on quadrupling the rent.
We couldn't walk down the streets without being put up against
the wall, frisked, and asked for ID.

GR: They knew who was involved?
AH: Oh yeah. And our offices were being constantly raided. They
didn'tneed a pretense. They were just looking for stuff.

GR: Did you ever have an arsenal full of guns?
AH: We were armed. In California it's legal to possess arms. Let's
leave it at that.

GR: Did you ever have to use them?

AH: It wasn't quite a shoot-out, but one of our members had an
armed stand-off with the police. The brother was on parole at the
time, Tyrone Wan, and they went after him, He wound up hijacking
a plane to Cuba. He passed away in Cuba.

IN ASIA WITH THE PANTHERS

GR: What was the relationship between the Red Guards and Black
Panthers?

AH: It was as close as it could be given the circumstances. The
Panthers were absorbed in their own problems. The palice waged
an unreienting onstaught against them. They had to spend so
much time fighting off that arack.

GR: Where were you when the Panthers’ splil started?

AH: [ was in China with Eldridge Cleaver. In 1970, | went on this
trip to North Korea, North Vietnam, and China. How did it happen?
Eldridge Cleaver, wha at that time was based in Algiers, hooked
up with North Koreans. At that time Kim 1} Sung was still aiive, the
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ONE-WAY TICKET TO CUBA

March, 1949: The Red Guord newpaper reports that *four pigs™ bust Tyrane Won on
"trumped-up charges” when he walks out of the Red Guard headquorters with a disassem-
bled riffe. Qut on parole in July, Tyrone has a distinctive taftoo removed from his left arm
by o doctor in @ back-olley operation. (A lal of dectars were supporfive of the movement.)
Then Tyrone, his girlfriend, and a Black Ponther wha is ofso an the run, drive to Texas
where they possibly rob a benk before driving to Mexico and hijacking a plone to Cuba.
This is the last we hear of the Panther.

August, 1970: Upon returning from his Irip to North Viemom with the Panthers, Red Guard
Minister of Information Alex Hing receives a frantic phone call from Wan's girlfriend.
informing him thot Tyrane hod honged himself in his Cuban jail cell. In diskelief, Alex asks
Eldridge Cleaver {who had lived in Cube) Ia find out more. Eldridge writes o letier to Alex
stoting thot Cubon outharities reported that Tyrore hanged himsalf ond that Tyrene's gist-
friend was enguged to o Cuban. When Alex lells the girlfriend's parents all the deloils,
they give the Red Guords a core packoge full of clothes to send to her.

Somelime, 1978: Alex Hing is practicing martial orts in o park ofler work when he hears
someane sy, "Alex?" i's Tyrane's girlfriend. During the Carter odministration, she and her
son were amang the Americans wha were ollowed to return from Cuba. They're wailing
for her husband. She tells Alex that she leorned o sew while in prisan [all American
hijockers wera imprisoned becouse they could be QA ogents), went ta scheol, and then
joined o factary. She hos twa crificisms about Cuba: [1] She disapproves of the country's
involvement in the Angolon war because it is not popular among the pecple and (2) it is
loo relionl on the USSR, which is saciol-lmperialist, ond nat truly seciclist. Then she goes
on to say that she is still socialist and revolutionary, but deesn't want ta get in touch with
her ald friends because she hos to get her life together ond becouse she's ofroid her phone
is topped. Alex goes back Ia the park in the weeks thot Follaw, but never sees her agoin.
MW

CASTRO TIME

Why in the fuck would o hijacker want Io go to Cuba? At the time in the lote ‘40s ond early
705, Cuba became the hottest place to go. Perhops the best reason for this is becouse it's
only 85 miles from Flarido, and the ploce is run by Fidel Casiro, who's looked upen by
some os o badass revalufionary. 8ut a lo! of the foals who hijocked planes ond went to
Cubo were infa the fuct that hijacking o plane te Cuba served o3 an embarrassment fo the
US. Priar la 1973, peaple didn’t get their bogs checked! Sc guns, knives, and bembs were
easy o get on board. But once a hijocker got into Cubo, in many coses, he ar she got
screwed. Meeting Them at the airpart were security guards ond palice wha wauld put these
revolutianories into jail for their crimes. The Alrican Americons whe hijocked their way inko
Cubo gat hicked, os they were left 1o be nathing but low class citizens once they got oul of
jail. But the faols who were fugifives running o Cuba got mare fucked since Casiro didn't
want fugitives in Cube.

One publication mentions thal there wos o $25,000 fee thot o hijacker wauld heve to pay,
which was mast fikely wrong, but arather mentians thot Castro wauld collect $2,500 to
$3,000 per plane lood. Far some reason, Costro would let the hijacked plore Ry back fo the
Us, but wouE:l make lhe possengers skry in Cuba. He would arronge te ﬁcrve them token an
o laur of Cuba, have them eat goed food, give them Ché Guevera prapogonda. The US
would have 1o pay the fine quickly or else their plone could possibly get impounded.

In 1980, Castra’s Cubo opened its barders for autbound refugees. So tony of peaple gat on

boak and londed in Miami. 8ut Castro did befter, he let folks out of prisons and menial insti-
tuians and sent them out Ia the US, loo. This led to shit like whot you see in Scarface, Thase
that didn"t want o stick around Iried to hijock planes to go back home.

-EN
Befora you hijack o plon, check ouk Torror in the Skies (1987) by Coplain Thomas M. Ashwood ar The Sky Pirates
11971) by James A_ Arey.




palow: Juda Ganzalas of the Young Lords talking at tha
fed & «d's headquarters IPhoto By Nikki Arail

economy of North Korea was fairly strong, and
Koreans wanted to have more public relations. So
they invited Eldridge to North Korea and he sent a
small defegation there. The North Koreans really got
behind the Black Panther Party. Basically, they said
that the Black Panther Party was the revolutionary
vanguard in the United States. They had the
Panthers setup an embassy in North Korea.

(53; Did any other countries do that?

AH: Algeria did that. The Panthers had an office in
Paris. Eldridge was in Cuba. At that time, there was
this movement of what was called the "non-aligned
countries’ that was led by Cuba, North Vietnam, and

North Korea. They were the leaders. Somehow, peo-

ple felt that China was too big. So the Panthers
ardered a subsequent delegation of American left-
ists 10 go to North Korea and they wanted a fairly
broad cross-section of the American movements.
An 11-member delegation went and Qavid Hilliard
asked me if the Red Guards wanted to te represent-
ed. So | went

We went first to North Korea. One of the first things
we did was sit around with the North Koreans to
plan an itinerary. Ang they said to all of us in the
delegation, What would you like 1o see?” | said, |
want 1o visit the Chinese embassy.” You know, I'm a
Chinese American, we're the Red Guard. .. Well,
everyone in the delegation, their mouths dropped.
The image was that North Korea was kind of like a
junior China, and they were very sensitive o that
So we weran't supposed to talk about China, but I'm
a Chinese American, and | didn't care. So the North
Kareans arranged for just me to go to the embassy.
The limo comes in to pick me up, and Eldridge asks,
Where are you going?” | say, The Chinese
embassy.” He says, You're not going by yourself,”
and we all went to the Chingse embassy together,
all 11 of us.

Alsa, while we were in North Korea, the North
‘.etnamese wanted to meet us, We also wanted to
meet them. So they invited us to go to Hanoi
because the war was still going on. We couldn't
turn that down. So itbecame complicated because
this was supposed to be a big PR thing for North
Korea. Then we got invited to go to Hanoi and to
China. So we spent three weeks in Korea, three
weeks in Vietnam. Coming back through China wa
would have had an extended trip, but that was the
time Huey got released from prison, and Eldridge
had ta deal with all this inter-party stuff. So our trip
to China got cut off and we went to Algiers with
Eldridge. That's exactly when the split happened.

We wera in Narth Karea when the whole shootout
at the Marin Country Courthouse happened. So

Eldridge had 10 get back to the Panther headquar-
ters in Algiers. When the rest of us got back to the

US, the party was in shambles. At the same time thg Red Guards had suffered from a lot of political
repression, so we dissolved. Basically, we merged with other Asian-American leftists, and became a
part of another organization. When the Red Guards dissolved, we actuglly merged with the WK, which
became a national organization with chapters in New York and San Francisco. A lot of ex-students
went into the working class. We sought out working class jobs where we could organize and work in
unions. That's how | became invalved in unions. ‘

With the coftapse of the Soviet Union, and the kind of repudiation of Communism, Marxism, and
Leninism, a lot of us have had to rethink our politics. Basically, that's where I'm at nowr: retrenching,
trying to make my contributions where [ can. So I'm involved with the Asian Pacific American Labor
Alliance, involved in unions and ofganizing. That's what | do, plus | teach Tai Chi.

GR: Most people who take classes like that seem to be non-Asian.

AH: Yeah. Mainly it's because Asians are falling intq their own stereotype. | think a lot of youth now are
basically computer nerds, and not really into studying the traditional stuff, Wherzas pgopie in Western
society are geftting fed up with Western values and are beginning to explare this big growth industry in
alternative, or what they call
"Oriental,” medicine. So a lot of peo-
ple are taking martial arts, Tai Chi,
acupuncture, rranscendental medi-
tation, yoga, all that stuff. If you go
to any of those events, you'll find
very few Asians.

From the Red Guard
Community News,

Vol. 1, No. 2, April 9, 1969
SOULON IGE

oy manoge Ciaaves

Recommended Reading List: CULTURAL RENGERING

GR: What were you into when you
were growing up?

AH: | think that some of these tradi-
tional Asian variety acts are amaz-
ing: contortionists, jugglers, magi-
ctans. But | loved Bob Dylan. | like
Bob because his lyrics are so right-
on. No one has a command of
English and images qguite like he
does. He had a profound effect on
my consciousness. And Bruce Lee,
of coursa,

1. Edgar Snaw, Rad Star Over China

2. Maicolm X Sposks -
3. Tha Autehiography of Malcolm X

4. Eldridge Cleaver, Sou! on ice

5. Felix Greeae, Vieinam Vietnam

6. Regis de Bray, Bevelution ia the Revolution?

7. Ché Guevara, Gueriila Warfare

A Diary of Ché Guavara

9. Ché Guevara, Reminisces of ths Cuban Revolution
10 Cha Guevara Speaks

11. Ho Chi Minh on Revolution

12. Giap, People's War, Peopla’s Army

13 Myrdal, Report en a Chiness Viliage

14, Selacled Military Writings of Meo Zadong

15, Safected Works of Maa Zadong

16. K. Marx and F. Engels, Communist Manifesto

12 ¥ladimir Leain, The State

18, C, Wright Mills, Tire Power Elite

CHE GOEYARA SPEAKS

GR: What about Beuce Lee?

AH: When he was alive, | was very
critical of him because he played
Kato. Being an uitra-leftist, | felt,
‘Oh, here's Bruce Lee playing the
servile role and fighting for this

I ——— i1 ite guy. We've got to gEt off of

that” It wasn 't until he passed away until | began to appreciata his contributions. He played a major
role in having a more positive view of Asians out there. To be that good of a martial artist. you've gotto
putin a lot of work. Maybe it's easier to say let's break out of that and do something easier! if we had
a home-grown Jet U from the US, we'd all be flocking. We waouldn't put that down,

MAKING HISTORY

GR: Do you miss the days of liberating food and standing up to pigs?
AH: | wouldn't do that now and | don't miss it But | still believe in mast of that stuff. Either you're part
of making history, or you're not. | think we made a lot of history.

GR: How can peaple make histary now?

AH: | think it's impossible to liberate others without first fiberating yourself. People have to be open to
gifferent ways of thinking. {'m supportive of everything that moves things forward. If you look at the yin
and the yang, there's theory and there's action. There's a time for theory and there's a time for prac-
tice. | think we're in a mode now for ideas. More of a retreat.

As Mao showed in the Long March, sometimes a retreat can be turned into an advance, There's no
stigma attached to retreating. It's a natural process. People ars beginning to understand what was not-
so-corcect about the past, and to take some of the good things and iry to go out and have more prac-
tice and add their own generation's stamp to some of our experiences.

| think people should be revolutionary. People should break out of the old mode of things and not
accept things as they are. Unfortunately, it takes a system to fall apartin front of your face before peo-
ple start to look for alternatives.

GR: What type of framework did you envision?

AH: Wea were going to reclaim our heritage. We were going to break every stereotype that they put in
our way, and we were going to show them that we are here to stay and they'd better come to some
reconciliation with us. That's the attitude that | still have and | don't let anybody mess with me. I'm still
surviving. | still plan to fight and still believe that I'm fighting. We'll see what happens.
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