i TO Y PEOPLE

Black brothers, Black sizters, I want you to khow that I love you
and I hope that somewhere in your heart you have love for me. iy
name is Assata Shakur (slave name Joinne Chesimard), aand I am a
revoluticnary. A Black revolutionary, By that I mean that I am
a field nigga who is determined to be free by any means necessary
By That I mean that I can never be free unless all of ny people 2
free aleong with me., By that T mean that I have declared war on &
forces that have raped our women, castrated our men and kept our
babies empty bellied.
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I have declared war on thr rich who prosper on our poverty. The
politicians who lie to us with smiling faces and all the mindless
heartless robots who protect them and their property.
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I am a Black revolutionary, and as such I am the victim of all the
wrath, hatrcd and slarder that amerikkka is capable of. Like all
other Black revolutionaries I have been hunted like a dog, and like
all other Black revolutionarics, amerikkka is trying to lynch ne.

I am a Black revolutionary woman and because of this I have been
charged with and accusced of cvery alléged crime in which a woman
was belicved to have participated. The alleged crimes in wihich
only men were supposcdly involved, I have been accused of planning,
They have plastered picturcs ul’orcd to bc me in post offices, air-
ports, hotels, police ca ars, subways, bonics, televisions and news—
papers. They have offered over Fifty Thousand Dollars (250,0CC) in
rewards for my capturc and they have issued orders to shoot on sigh
and shoot to kill.
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I am a Black rcvolutionary and, by'definition, that makes mec part
of the Black Liberation irmy. The pigs have used their ncwspapers
and TV's to paint the Black Liberation irmy to be vicicus, brutal
mag dog criminals, They have called us gangsters and gun molls and
have comparcd us to such characters as john dillenger and ma odaricer,
It should be clecar, it must be clecar to anyonc viio can think, scc or
hear, that vic are the victims, Tie victims and not the criminals.

It should also be clecar to us Hv now who the recal criminals arc.
Nixon and his crimc partncers hove murdered hundreds of tlhicusands of
Thirc Vorld oprothers and sisters in Viectnan, Cambodiz, Lacs
Mosambiquce, Angole anc South Africa. £S was proven oy tlhie V“ter
gate, the top law cnforcement officials in this country arc a iving
" bunch of criminals. The president, two attorney gencrals, the heoad
of thce fbi, the head of the cia, and half the white house staff
have been implicated in the Waterzate crimes,

They call us murderecrs, but we did not murder over 250 unar“cd
Blacl: men, women and children, and wound thousands of otihwerz in the

riots they provoked curing thj Sixtics. The rulers of t;ls ccun‘“"
have always consicered tn01r property more important than our lives,
They call us murderers, but we werc not “osponﬁlbl for tho more

then 6,000 Black pcople lynched by white racists. They call us

PrVdC?Crx, out we werc not r“bﬁonﬁlh‘ for the 2& brother inmates
and the 9 hostages murdered at attica, They call us murderers, bub
e did not murder and wound over 30 unarmed Black students in the
Orangeburg massacre, ‘e did not shoot down and murder unarmed
Black students at Jackson State or Southern State either,
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They eall us murderers, but we did not mwder Hartin Luther King, -
Emmit Till, Licdger Evors, HMalcolm X, George Jackson, Mat Turner,
James Cnaney and countless other Black Froeedon IFighters., Ve did
not bomb 4 Black little girls in a Sunday school, ‘tle did not mur-
der, by shooting in the baCL l6-year old Ritc Lloyd, ll-year old
Rickice Bodden, or 10-year old.Clifford Clover.

They call us murderers, but we do not control or enforce a system
of racism and opD;oQ51on that systematically murder Black and ”Hﬁrﬂ
torld people, Althoupgh Black pcoplo supoosealy comprisc about 15%
of the total amerikikan population, at least 60% of murder victims
are Black, For ecvery pig that is killed in the so-called line cf
auty. there are at lcast 50 Black pcople rmurdercd by police,

Black lifc expectancy is much lower than white and they do their
best to kill us before we are born. ile are burned alive in fire-
trap tenements, Our trothers and sisters 0., D, daily from

heroin and mcthadone, OCur babies dic from lead poisoning. tlil-
lion=s of DBlack people have died as a resulfs of indecent medical
carc, This is imrder. But they have the gzll to call us murderers.

They call us Plangpners, vet Brother Clark Sculre {(who is accuscd
along with me, of murderlnCr a Hew Jersey state trooper), wss kid-
napped on April 2, 1969 rom our Black community and held on
$100,000 ransom in the tlew York Panther 21 Consplrgcy casc. He wes:
accuitted on llay 13, 1971 along’ with all the others of all 156
counts oI conspiracy by a jury-that took less than 2 hours to cdclib—
erate, DBrother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kidnapped fro“ﬂ his
community and f@ﬂll Over two years of his l1ifc were stolen, but
they call us k1chupperg. They call us kidnappers, but we did not

.kidnap the thouscnds of Brothers and Sisters held captive in amer-

ikkka's concentration camps. 90% of the prison population in this
country are Black and Third torld people who can afford necither
bail nor lawyers. '

They call us thieves and bandits, They say we steal. But it was

not us who stolc millions of Black people Irom the continent of

AMrica, We wvere robbed of our langvage, of our Gods, of our cul-
ture, of our human dignity, of our labor and of our lives. They
call us thieves yet it is not us who rip off billiens of dollars
every vear thirougn tax cvasions, illegal price fixing, embezzel-
nent, ccnsumer Iirauvd, bribes, icitbacks and svindles. They call us
bandits, yet every time most Biack pecoplc nick up our paycheciis g
are being robbed. Dvery time we wvalk into a store in our neigh-
borhood we are being held up., Aand every tlme we pay our rent the
landlord sticks a gun into our ribs,

They call us thieves, but we did not rov and murder millions of
Indians by ripping off their honeland, then call ourselves pion-
ecrs, They call us bandits, but it is not us who arc robbing
Africa, Asia &nd Latin Americe of their natural resources and
freedom while the people arc sick and starving., The rulers of

this Country and their flunkies have committed some of the most
brutal, viecious crimes in hisvory. They arce thoe bandits. They are
the murderers, .nd they should be treated as such., These maniacs
arg not fit to jucge me, Clark Syuire, or any other Black perscn
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on trial in amerikkka., Black pcople should, and, inevitably muss,



‘determinc our destinies,

Bvery rcvolution in history has been accomplished by actions, al-
though words arc necessary. le must create shiclds that protect

us and specars that nenetrate our enenmies, Black people must learn
. how to struggle by struggling. e nust loarp much by our mistakes.

Y want to apologize to you, my Black brothers and sisters, for
being on thc ilew Jersey Turnpike, I should have known better,

The  Turnpike is a check point where Black people are stopped,
searched, harrassed, and assaulted. Revolutionaries must ncver be
in too nuen of a hurry or make careless decisions, . He who runs
when the sun is sleceping will stunble many times,

Every time a Black Frecdom Fighter is murdercd or captured the
pigs try to create the impression that they have squashed the
movement, destroyed our forces and put dovm the Black Revolution.
The pigs also try to give the impression that 5 or 10 Guerillas
are responsikble for every ravolutiongary action garried oubt in
amerikkka. That is nonsense. That i$ absurd. Black revolution-
aries do not drop from the moon. ile are created by our conditions,
shaped by our oppression. ‘e, are being manufactured in droves

Leavenworth and Sing Sing. They are turning out thousands of us,
Many jobless Black veterans and welfare mothers are joining our
ranks. Brothers and sisters-from zll walks of life who are tired
of suffering passively malie up the BLA, : : .

There is and always.will be, until every Black man, woman and
child 1s free, a Black Liberation Army., The main funeticn of the
Black Liberation irmy at this time is to creatc good examples to
struggle for Black frecedom and tc preparc for the future. %le must
defend ourselvesz and let ncone disrespect us., Ve must gain our
liberation by any means necessary.

It is our cduty to fight for our freedomr'
It is our duty to win,
We must love cach other and support each cther,

VE HAVE NOTHIHG TO LOST BUT OUR CIIAINS!

IN THE SPIRIT OF: \
ROMALD C.RTD GEORGE J ACKSO!
UILLIAH CHRISTHAS JOWATHAN JACKSOU
MARK CLARK JAMES MeCLATH

MARK ESSEX HARCLD RUSSELL

FRAIK HEAVY FICLDS ZAYD MALIK SHAKUR
WOODY CHANGA OLUGBALA GRIEN ANTHONY KIMU OLUGBAL:
FRED HiZIFTON VHITE

LIL' BOBBY HUTTOH
W MUST FIGHT OHii!



