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By the Mark Cook Freedom Committee

The Vietnam War was fought not only on
the soil of Southeast Asia, but in the cities and
townsofthe U.S_, aswell. Ananti-war populous
struggled to end aconflict they knew to be unjust
and extended their fight to include justice and
equality for all umanbeings. Somefelt compelled
to take measures outside the law to stop a de-
clared war betweengovernments that killed thou-
sands weekly, and to end an undeclared war of
racismand poverty that took thousandsmore lives
each day.

Beginning with the pardoning of draft
dodgers in the late 1970’s and ending with this
year's lifting of the trade embargo with Vietnam,
one of themost discordant periodsinrecent U S.
history hasbeenreconciled If thetimehas come
toheal therift betweentwo warring nations, isn’t
it time for anation toreconcileits’ differences with
its citizens who opposed that war?

WHOISMARK COOK?

Mark Cookisa
Seattlenative, who
| hasdedicated a life-
time of working for
justiceand equality.
Hewas anofficer of
| the Black Panther
Party, which estab-
lished community
| programs such as
= ||r | breakfast for chil-

K dren, free food give-
- aways, and medical
Mark Cook, 1982 clinics. With his

founding of groups such as CONventionand the
Bridge Project, Mark helped prisoners and ex-
prisoners through establishing job training pro-
grams in prison, supporting prisoners’ labor nghts
strugglesand creating job placement programs for
those recently released

Throughout the late sixties and early sev-
enties, Mark fought to end not only the Vietnam
War, but the systems of racism and imperialism
that caused that war. In many cities, people
struggled on different fronts: electorally, non-
violently, and militarily to put anend to the war.
Here in Seattle, the George Jackson Brigade
(GJIB) waged an armed struggle, attacking the
property of those who perpetuated injustice.

In January, 1976, two members of the
(GJB were arrested ina Brigade-sponsored bank
robbery attempt, where one was fatally wounded
and another required hospitalization. InMarchof
that same vear, the hospitalized member was
rescued from custody. In the process, a King
county sheriff was shot and wounded. A few days
later, Mark Cook was arrested as a suspect inthe
bank robbery and charged with robbery and
conspiracy. Months later, Mark was charged with
the escape and shooting the officer. He was

convicted of all charges and sentenced to serve a
30 year federal term and two life sentences plus
ten years by the state. Mark has never admitted
guilt in any of the charges against him. Of such
actions, he stated, “actions in support of justice
arenever cniminal.”

MARK IS A POLITICAL
PRISONER

Mark Cookis currently being heldinthe
Washington State Prison at Monroe. He has
served nearly 20 years for actions intended to stop
anunjust war. Theaverage length of stay for the
crimes of which Mark was convicted is only 5
years, | month. In other words, he has already
served fifteen years longerthan the average pris-
oner convicted of similar crimes. Mark’ stime has
been served for hiscrimes, he continues now tobe
jailed only because ofhus politics.

Throughout the past two decades of in-
carceration, Mark has continued to fight for jus-
tice and equality for those behind bars and on the
outside. He has never once renounced his political
belefs.

Thecourtstoo, have recognized the injus-
tice of Mark s imprisonment. In 1978, a sentenc-
ing court judge ordered that Mark’s state and
federal terms be served concurrently. Afterthat
judge died, one year later, Washington State has
ignored this legally binding decision and made
Mark serve his term consecutively. His co-
defendant in the case served his state and federal
time concurrently and was released this year
Why is Mark’s case being treated differently?
Couldit be racism?

There is no excuse for the continued
imprisonment of Mark Cook. He has served his



time, and the courts have recommended his re-
lease. The parole board still refuses to review his
case, even though no complaints have been filed
against Mark’sbehavior inprison. Mark isaman
who believes in justice and equality and has
continually stood up to fight for freedom. Each
vear he sits behind bars is one less year of
continued community service. To continue his
imprisonment isa crime.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
TO HELP

The most important way to servejustice in
Mark's case right nowis tolet others know about
it. Talk withyour friends, family, and members of
vour community, church and political organiza-
tions. Duplicate this pamphlet and distribute it
among friendsand acquaintances.

The Mark Cook Freedom Committee
plans future letter writing and petition campaigns
tothe paroleboard and governorifnecessary, and
a fundraising drive to hire alawyerto file Mark’s
appeal. If you would like to be placed on our
mailing list to be notified of future events and kept
up to date on Mark’s case wnite to:

THE MARK COOK FREEDOM
COMMITTEE

P.0. BOX 85763
SEATTLE, WA 98145-2763

Bundles of this pamphlet are available for
distribution upon written request.
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