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FROIL THE PRISOM INFORMATION COMMMITTEE

Dear Friends-

We want to say a bit more to people who will be reading' The
Hidden War" than we included in our introduction.

We know that our paper is far from complete. Many things are left
out or barely touched in passing. Some of these are very important.
There should be more material and analysis about women in prison and
other institutions, and by women doing that work. Gay oppression and
the experience of gays with the "criminal justice"” system is also lack-
ing from the paper. There needs to be a whole examination of the ecivil
courts ;and an examination of the legal caste,{Elite law schools,the
judges and prosecutors.the corporation lawyers,the lawyer politicians),
as well as of lawyers who reject the traditional professional roles &
seelt to assist people vietimized by the cppressive legal system.There's
the entire area of military "justice" and G.I. resistance; we also need
thorough criticism and evaluation of resistance and defense strategy %
organization, of the Prisoners Movement and the quality of support it
gets and so on.

We regret that we are not yet able, or, in some cases, not able at
all to meet these needs. However, there i1s a gualification- we have no
intention to try to do it all even if we could. And we don't aim at =
do-it-yourself kit in ten easy steps. Given some basic understanding
and the main facts-we believe there are plenty of people to work out
what is still missing. We do believe that we are helping supply some of
the tools and information needed.

Criticisms and material are requested and we jntend to cemtinue ©
putlishing and working according to our capacity and the need.

We ask your donations of $1.00 from those who wish to help us cir-
culate our paper and publish it with improvements and additions.

Our mailing address is: Prison Information Committee (P.I.C.)

P.0 .Box 40614 Station C, 5.F.,Calif. 94110

Yours in struggle,

Wo s Gy



THE HIDDEIT WAR

I. IJTRQDUCTIOH

This paper is abwut a disguised war. 2 hidden war that is 'legally'
coveied by the machinery of law and law enforcement:courts,prisons, the role
of police etc. Taken together these are the means by which the government
controls people by direct and indirect use of force and violence. Law professors,
and Judges falsely call these institutions 'ou# system of criminal justice.'

This paper is a report on work still going on. e make a preliminary report be-
cause this is an urgent matter. Ue,like others,are concernedabout the effécts of ar-
rests,convictions,confinement, parole,probation, and the whole reactionary play on
'laws and order.' We see that the system does not 'cure' either 'crime' or 'crimin-
als'", e see it runctlon1nq to destroy human beings; that it feeds on and multi-
pl1es oppression,explol tatwon racism,sexism,cruelty,inhumanity. e see the failure
of all attempts at reform.

We find ourselves in much more than the usual social crisis that all of us
have to deal with as a matter of course. We see a whole series of unsolved social,

cultural and polltmcal broblems; some of them already exploding, 'le are caught up
in an overall situation,taking things one at a time is no longer possible.

There is a process of growth and there is also a process of decay. The: US has
a 300 year history-and pre-history of territorial,military,economic, and political
expansion of its size and power, Lxpansion within the continents of the Americas and
elsewvhere in the world. That expansion rested upon a process of growth that is
malignant and cancerous at the core, with its own eventual decay built in from the
beginning.

For the expansions and oppressions of empire building bring their own resistances
and counter-~actions. World Wars for domination lead to revolutions and wars of lib-
.eration. Ultimately,aggressive attempts to dominate arrive at defeat,defeat for US
power, but victory for the 9eop1e,ab'_n Vietnam. And right after,marching in quick
time, Watergate,inflation,food crises,enerqv crisis,confrontations in the Middle
East,economic crisis,and the dlsasterb of unemployment.

risis teouches our lives at manvy po;nts,cnuoa spreads, there is universal fear
and uncertainty. Security seems to, be an unreal menory from past times. (Law and
Order mongers play on this,) .

These events are showing us that the forces of 300 years of US expansion are
definitely running out of gas and are being thrown back. Things can never be the
same again. We are at the turning pcint of a centuries long process.

V& ‘see this generation as one that is making an overall choice. We join in a
new unity of class' and social foreces that will complete the present process of
destroying ermmire and aggression and oppression and class exploitation--or--by
vainly * trying to hang on to some old illusions, we will just prolong and terr-
ibly increase the human costs that have to be ploughed into every worthwhile change.
The futility and disaster of Ford and Company trying to hang on in Phnom Penh and
Saigon is.an example of how they try to force us to accept their cheice. But our
choice is to carry on with social revolutipn, not to go down with the die-hards.

This means that we must analyze the{}system of criminal justice' as a chief
domestic prop of class exploitation and empire. Such an analysis must be both
structural and historical.

{“lle have to show the reality of a class power state behind the illusions of a
'government of laws,not men,' and 6f a 'government that represents all of the
'people.' We have to show how 'rehabilitation' can't work under this system, why
prisons can't be xeformed; why punishment does not 'deter’' crime;we have to know
how to fight to survive as we build power to overthrow the old and make the new.

And for this we want to learn from the courage and determination of the
struggles of the sisters and prothers of the prisoners.movement, e want to find
better ways to support them and do better work in our own communities and support
eachother better.. ' ‘

We also want to learn from revolutionary countries like China and Cuba how
people move toward revolutionary and human solutions of conflicts within the comm-

unity and poy'to resolve hostile or unsocial’ cohduct and attitudes.
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We live in a capitalist society. One class of pecople owns and con-
trols the means of production and life and doces not work. Another class
of people perform the work,supply the labor,upon which society, all our
lives depend. The first class exploits and oppresses the second.

When one class exploits and oppresses another that is larger and
stronger than itself, there has to be some way of controlling the basic
population.Those who do not work rule over those who do. The means of
control is the state (government).lenin gives this definition of the
state and legal institutfons. Lewin says: "History shews that the state
as a special apparatus for coercing people arose only wherever and when-
ever there appeared 2 division of society into classes,that is,a div-
ision into groups of people, some of whom are permanently in a position
to appropriate the labor of others, where some people exploit others."”
(The State,Peking,pamphlet,pp 7-8). Further on,Lenin says:"It is imp-
ossible te compel the greater part of society to work systematically
for the other part of society without a permanent apparatus of coercion"
(1e'Ad D " T2)S

The foundation of the domestic controls of the state is the legal
system. The laws and the courts rationalize and "justify' the overt
system of violence employed by the state, their armies and police for-
ces, and their prisons and their keepers.

Capitalism requires a larce-scale pool of cheap labor, to be hired
and expioited wnen there is an expanding economic cycle. The pool of un-
employed helps keep the workers ''in line'", due to the fear of being
fired or replaced., This also heips in keepinag wages down.Yorkers are
left to poverty and starvation during '"depressions' while industrialists
and bankers talk of "'declining profits" over prime rib and lobster.But
workers resist, they lash out, individually and collectively against
their oppressors.

The contradictions also exist for workers who have jobs.Most get
the lowest wages which the employer can pay; fthey work at the hours de-
manded by the employer. They also see a profit being made by the em-
ployer, a profit derived from the difference between the wages paid to
the worker and the value added by the workers labor.They see price in-
creases,in the name of profits,shrinking their already low wages.The
workers make demands upon the capitalist class-demands for survival,
for a living wage--and eventually they will demand control of the
means of production. The oppressors strike back,contain,control.

At times, capitalists wage open warfare against the working class-
es{the military actions of the '60's,the armed responses to the Gener-
al Strike In SF and the Republic Steel Strike in Chicago in the De=
pression of the '30s, the use of US troops to defeat the Pullman Strike
in the 1880s).At other times,more subtle means of oppression involve
the use of one or more agencies of the "leuval' apparatus of the state,
and the systems of education and propaganda also employed by the state.

Laws are.created both in legislatures and in the courts. The
class basis of legisltative law making can be clearly seen in the nick-
name '""The Senator from Boeing'{Henry “Scoop'" Jackson}.The ciass basis
of the members of the Supreme. Courts can be seen clearly when it is
pointed out that in the fourtyyear period from 1870 to 1910, over
half of the US Supreme Court came from railroad business or legal de-
parments. More recently, the “liberal' appointees to the Supreme Court
by Lyndon Johnson, Goldberg and Fortas, were beoth members of major
corporate taw firms. During the early days of trade union organizing
unions were outlawed as such, or where legislatures could not act so
crudely, they provided the police and courts with laws against criminal
syndicalism and conspiracy. The justification given by legislators
and courts was the defense of property-- of course, the property was
that of the rich. This class basis of law is teflected in the laws on
theft., One may be punished for stealing from a bank at gunpoint to feed
a family. But is not inflation legal! pickpocketing? ts it not theft
when the worker is paid starvation wages so that the boss may enlarge
his wealth and ircrease his holdings?

The laws are the laws of hhe bourgeoisie,whether they come from
legislatures or the courts.

It is the ruling class which puts up '"'candidates’ for office,
which nominates judges to the bench. {t is the same with the enforce-
ment of laws by the police. The institution of municipal police on pa-
trol did not come into existence until the middle of the last century.
The nickname for the London Metropolitan Police,''Bobbies'',is a refer-
ence to their creator, Sir Robert Peel, the Prime Minister of Great
Britain who established the patrolts during his administration. The
police departments were formed to control the masses of workers who
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lived In the slums near the factories,slums which were formed to house
the pool of cheap labor required by the rising industrial capitatism.
Police perform the function today,where the heaviest patrols are still
found in the neighborhoods where the lowest-scale workers and unemployed
live. The police are there to perform the function today of an occ-
upation "army" of the ruling class, to enforce the laws of the ruling
class. -

The woman who is forced to the streets in order to support herself
and her family is arrested as a prostitute and jailed. The woman who
defends herself against rape is brought to court and charged with ass~
ault. There is no reference to,no concern for the material conditions
of her exnstence whnch forces her to the streets,or to defend. hersehf
from sexual attack. The voung person who is unaBTe to get a3 job,who
must steal $70.00 from a merchant to feed a family is jailed as a
""common thief /"', or is shot on the spot, without reference to the con-
ditions which forced the decision to steal in order to survive. There
is also the junkie, the alcoholic, the small time dealer who is arr-
ested for ‘taking refuge from the oppression which has stalked themfrom
birth.But when is the major drug importer arrested? And what happens
to those who try to rid the community from pushers?0One need only look
to the Los Tres Case for the answer.

In addition,moderrn capitalism has become a world system. Modern
imperialism became a system of colonizing and exploiting whole conti-
nents and hundreds of millions of people.iorth and South America,
Africa and Asia, were large;y divided up among European and Horth Amer-
ican '"'Spheres of influence'" with Japan trying to take over large parts
of Korea, China and Southeast Asia in later decades, from 1900 to World
Var |1,

3 Historically, the foundation of US capitalism and 'democracy'
was based upon the military conquest and seizure of lands of the Red
Indians and upon an economy based on slavery and the notorious slave
trade which supplied it with labor. These initial conquests and sei-
zures were later supplemented by lands and labor seized in war with
Mexico and occupation of the whole continent up to the Pacific ocean.
Still later,zones of influence were staked out by the Monroe doctrine
and Puerto Rico and the Philippines were seized outright withCuba

made a protectorate. YWorld War | expanded the role of the US as a
world power and after World YWar i, with the US exempt from general
destruction, it developed full scale imperialism with all its supp-

orting institutions. Yhich means that white supremacy,US arrogance,
and male supremacy, which underly the racism,chauvinism and sexism
that saturate US attitudes, also became fully institutionalized soc-
ially ‘and-culturally. As a result the US laws and courts, the police
and prisons, are not only cltass institutions, they are specifically
the protectors of all the interests of US émpire and its power, both
externally and internally.

Externally, the imperialist thrust of US power is clear,from the
invasion of the Dominican Republic in 1965 to the Cl1A=-1TT overthrow of
Allende in 1973; from the maintenance of the Marcos,Chiang Kai-Check
and Pax Chung Hee regimes in Asia to the White Supremacist regimes
of South Africa and Rhodesia. Domestically, a statistical breakdown of
prison populations would show the imperialism of 1nst|tuttonallzed
white supremacy over the BlTack nation, and over the many dlstlnct
peoples and natlonal_grnups incorporated within the political borders
of th present US of A.

While the Black nation comprises only 11% of the total population
of the US, ﬂgﬁ_of the prison population of the US is reported Black.
(LEAA F:gures probably understated) The figure for California is 30%.
There are also another 20% of Chicano and other Latinos. Giving 50%
non Anglo. Since in many northern states, HY,and {T1inois etc, figures
go to 60-70% Black and Spanish speaking, and the Southern states run
about 95% Black, the true national average is Iikely greater than 40%
And all this of course means that the population in prison is over-
whelmingly poor and working class.) Consider all this in the light of
the following: A study of 1,700 New Yorkers weighted toward the upper
income brackets, who had never been arrested for anything, and who
were guaranteed anonymity, revealed that 91% had committed at least one
felony or serious misdemeanor. The mean number of offenses per person
was 8. 64% of the men and 27% of the women had committed at least one
felony, for which they could have been sent to the state penitentiary.
13% of men admitted grand larceny,26%car stealing,l17%burglary. (Quo-
ted from Jessica Mitford,Kind and Unusual Punishment. p 57.)
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The laws,the couris, the police, the prisons all are enforcers
of imperialism,white supremacy, US arrogance, genocide, apd male
'supremacy. They are saturated from the Chief Justice of Fhe Supreme
Court to the newest rockie cop or guard with racism,chauvinism, sex-
ism. -
At the trial court, the attack continues. The one institution
which at times allows for.the direct participation of part of the
masses. in, the sgysrem of, "criminagl Justice", the jury, is, umger con=
stami attack. Age,,class, occcupaticlsexnation.or rece, are all Fag-
tors which determine whether. one becomes a juror. The Chief Justice,
~under the slogan '"Judicial efficiency',has recommended the elimination
of othe jury,..im wany #kypes of dases, and reductfon in ghe size of jur-
ies for many other cases. Elslewhere, less than unanimity is required
for a conviction. Indictments are handed down by grand juries com-
posed of a cross section of certified loyal supporters of the ruling
class. Judges have the power to determine the'relevance' of evidence,
“and to exclude evidence favorable to the poor and oppressed. Judges
and prosecutors combine to impose plea-bargaining and threaten heav-
ier sentences upon those who .refuse to bargain. Conviction and im-
prisonment is almost automatic for the oppressed.

Prisons are the last stage in the cycle of ''legal' application
of force.-and violence to the problem of suppressiorn and control of
the population for the benefit of the ruling ciass. Those who do not
stay within the acceptable standards of conduct are locked up. These
who act and teach against systemat|c oppression of the workers by
the .bourgeoise are buried alive. Those who have fought starvation
by '""breaking the law'" are isclated from their communities. Those
who resist the genocidal application of white supremacy are brutal-
ized.

Prison populations increase during hard times. Men and women

who "step out of iine' interfere with the pacification of the vast
labor pool who are unemploved; they interfere with the supp ression
of oppressed peoples who seek liberation and human dignity. To

steal from the bourgeoisie for survival, to point out the contradic~-
tions byactions or words, seriously threatens the interests of the
-y 'Class. Those wHEPThréztén capital bet 1aW and order” THust te
isolated and sitenced.

The courts appear to stand above society, dispensing noble,
wise Solomon-like justice to resclve disputes between people impar-
tially, whether the people are of the upper or lower classes, rather
than in their true class power functions. So the prisons also app-
ear to stand below scciety, dealing with its dregs. Protestors,dev-
tants, maladjusted,violence prone,scum,disadvantaged,uneducated,
wayward,unqualified,psychopathic,wealk sexual deviants and feeble-
minded,ignorant,stupid,less than human,lumpen prolétarian,brutes,
and animals: MWhat sneer too vile to apply to the '"criminal class'?

And all of this fs pughed #o the vtmost: ta justify the state
and official society as the pillars of the law and order and the
protectors of the people against their own young, who come to be
the special victims of capitalst degra dation and who resist . that
demﬁﬂggughresult, the prisons are pressure cookers for concentrated
brutality,hatred,racism,sexism,male macho acticon and the imagery
of brutality and violence. From the prison guards and the adminis-
trators come the brutality,racism,sexism, and the prisoners respond
in the same way. Furthermore, there are aluays tensions, arising
from racism and white culturald arrogance between Black,Chicano, and
white prisoners. These confljcts_are intensified by close confrne-
ment and intolerable conditions. Keepers and guards then push the
tensions . to the breaking-peint by their own super racist and sexist
conditioning designed to enforce a strategy: of divide and conquer.

Meversthe=sless,due to the growth of liberation struggles by
- the oppressed and Third Yorld peoples, and the anti-racism and anti-
imperialist movements,and the crowth of revolutionary consciousness
among all peoples, this scene has begun to change. There are now
political prisoners on a large scale, and a powerful prison move-
ment has arisen.

The system responds to resistance and demands for improvements
by shooting prisoners in mass, by total lockdowns, and by circus
trials; and by devising a new overall counterinsurgency strategy.
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- There is special oppression of women, the dual oppression of
working-class women, &~ the triple oppression of the women of
the Third World, of thz oppressed nation, and of the oppressed
national minorities. At one point in the past, women offenders were
treated much as ware male ones. With the adventof various '“prison
reforms' ,women prisoners began to be physically separated from male
ones and their families. There seems to be a trend back to treating
women as seriously as men in the''criminal injustice system',today.
Women who end up in prison are seen as ‘'really bad' because of the
sexist ideology that has women as passive,pure,unaggressive,and not
to be taken sericusly. In times of crisis more and more women are
locked up for "heavy c¢rime':robbery,murder,etc. With the rise of
the women's liberation movement there are increasing numbers of women
with revolutionary and political consciousness coming into contact
with "“"criminal justice”. In addition, a selective arrest and
conviction policy was developed to emphasize the role of ''woman's
place is in the home' and to reinforce the sexist concepts of,''women
are. less violent,more loving,etc." :

The crimes against women are another whole special category.
Rape,first primarilly a crime of ruling class oppression of poor
and slave women, a crime of class,race,and sex in one package, later
became a charge used to repress and control the freed Black slaves
in the Sou th primarily, but also throughout the whole of the pol-
itical and territorial boundaries of the US. The otherside of this
coin is the myth of pure white southern womanhood~ a mere decorative

symbol to be protected by white lynch mobs (southern gentlemen).

Male violence against women |likewise was socially and legally
protected. Mives could not testify against husbands who beat them and
sexually abused them. Children had no protection,youna women and
girls were deprived of education and employment and professional
opportunity. Women could not vote or hold office. The laws controlling
inheritance and ownersiip of property deprived women of economic
rights and power. At present, many of the forms of oppression have
changed as a result of women's struggles, however, the sexist oppres-
sion and male supremacy remain in different levels and different
forms. Ye believe that due to the present crisis the ruling class
culture!shapers' may return to the German dictum: that a woman's
place is in the kitchen,nursery,and church once more.

A1l the points made above about the true nature of the state
and its legal institutions have been confused by the representatives
of bourgeocise science; philosophy;legal philosophy,sociology ,political
economy, and journalism. The various justifications of 'criminal
taw'" enforcement and punishment are ample evidence of such falsi-
fication. Working class, scientific analysis of the state and it s
institutions must expose its true nature.

Before going on to some important aspects of the present stru-
ggles, and the ptans and strateoies of the federal,state, and local
authorities,we will make a brief summary of the historical back-
around of the class analysis of the state and its legal institutions.
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SECTION III B P.

The ide. of the state with its laws and special armed bodies as power insti-
tutions of the ruling class of society did not begin with Karl HMarx or other rev-
olutionaries.

As early as the slavery based system of the Greek city states in the last cen-
tufy before Christ,the role of the state was already gquite clear. 90,000 citizens of
Athens ruled and lived on the labor of 365,000 slaves.(These slaves were mostly
foreigners.However, in Sparta glaves were captured Greeks.) The city-state demo-
cracies of ancient Greece were for free citizens only and male supremacy was already
institutionalized. i

Naturally enough,Greek philosophy followed that reality. Aristotle held that
there is a naturally servile class.,"possessing only a small share of reason,enough
only to render obedience to the developed reason of others."(Political Thought of
Plato and Aristotle, E.Barber, NY.)

These beliefs served the slave-owners and the other free Greeks as a "moral”
1ust1flc_tlon for the explOLtatlve and oppre051ve nature of th91r systew Such

state with its police,its army and fleet,tnese forcibly controlled the slaves and
the lower ranks of the citizens and the free foreigners. (At this time,slavery as a
system,and the Greek state had been growing up together for only a few centuries.)

Horeover, the roles of exploiter and exploited were held to be reooted in human
nature (though not at this time dlstlngulsned by race,but cnly by the fact of con-
'quest, or by birth into slavery) .Therefore, the minority that lived on the labor
of the slaves could also hope that their system would prove to be universal and
eternal.

These self-deceptions of the slave-owning Greeks are recorded in the ruins of
Greek and Roman civilization. They are also reflected in the less confident self-
assurances of the most up-to-date and 'scientific' judges, wardens, 4jail keepers
and cops of ocur own times, '

Far from being self- -perpetuating, the ancient slave system contained the seeds
of its own destruction., Frederick ungels Dut it this vay :

There were therefore at least eighteen slaves and more than: two protected

persons to every adult male citizen, The reason for the large number of

slaves was that many of them worked together in manufactories,in large rooms,
under overseers. 2ut with the development of commerce and industry, wealth
was accumulated and concentrated in a few hands, and the mass of the free
citizens were impovrished. Their only alternatives were to compéete against
slave labor with their own labor as handicraftsmen, which was considered base
and vulgar and alsc offered very little prospect of success, or to become
social scrap. Hecessarily, in the circumstances, they did the latter,and as
they formed the majority,they thereby brought anout the downfall of the whole

Athenian state. The downfall of Athens was not caused by democracy, as the

European lickspittle historians assert to flatter their princes, but by

slavery, which banned the labor of frée citizens.(F.Engels, Origin of the
Fanily,Private Property,and the State,International Pub.NY,)

Eventually, after the ruin of the Roman slave empire, the feudal _System was
gradually built up in Eurcpe. Slave economy and empire had already destroyed tribal
and communal economy. Following the destruction of the great slave latifundia
(plantations) small self-sufficient peasant land holdings necane the main form of
the basic economic actlvnty—wagrlculture.

In the chaos of the times, the more or less independent peasants grouped about
the larger land holders, the nobles and kings whe had grown up out of the patriar-
chal elders and chiefs of the former tribes. What they desired was armed protection
by the retainers of these nobles.

But there was a heavy price:feudal dues. The peasant and his family were re-
duced to serfs, tied to the land and owing labor and/.r a share of the products of
the land and owing allegiance to ncbles whe in turn owed allegiance and service to
bigger lords and bigger landowners,earls,dukes,princes,kings,ultimately emperors.

The material base of feudal relations starts with a need for protection. As it
became more and more exploitive and oppressive and hereditary, there was a need
for greater social and cultural contrecls. These were provided mainly by the grawth of
the Christian religion and the Church as an integral part of the state with deep
roots in the economy as well.

The princes of the church were not only religious authorities, but most often
they were wealthy land owners as well, who in addition disposed of the labor of
monks and nuns as well as serfs attached to their own heldings.

For some centuries this system remained de-centralized and unstable. The map
of Europe and the allegiance of nobles and princes shifted constantly. So did the
powexy of the popes.
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Culturally, resistancc tcok the forms of adherence to classic arts and to
ancient religions, that ic, ”Atcncruft{neallnq,medmc1nqiL““ female principle),
heresy, and opposition to the decrees of the popes~-~even to defiance of the Holy
Inguisition when the penalty was martyrdom---burning at the stake. Eventually, there
were rival popes and break-away national Churches (inglican in England) and the pro-
testant movement, the reformation(Luther in Germary,Falv1n in Sw1tzerlana, Puritans
and Cromwell in Britain).

With the rise of nerchant capital angmanufacture and the great trading cities,

Genoa,Marseilles, Barcellana, uondor Antwern,ﬁotterdam Hanourg, there came a process
of national consolidation; Ehe gradual breaking of the power of great regional
lords and local feudal barriers to trade. Strong national kings commanding large
national armies and navies came to powex. But reform and centralization was not
enough. :
Lommerce and manuracture needed freedem to expand and needed sclence to develop
nav1gatlon and tecnnology. Thew needed labor anJ natlonal markets from the country
side and commercial crops too. Such needs are the source of the movement expressed
in the revival of Greek and Roman classic thought and art (the renaissance) and on
to modern bourgeois social ideas, At first these new ideas were radical in content,
socially,but conservative in political form. The early bourgéois rationalists;
mainly chose to challenge the aristocracy and church cautiously and indirectly.

flere are sowe sample~ .. definitions of the nature of staté power at this
stage (before the day of the more radical thought of the US and the French rev-
olutions two centuries ago):In 17th ¢entury England,James Harrington wrote:

That riches are power(as ancient as the first book of Thucydides or the
politics of Aristotle).The Perogative of Popular Power. p.249

&

and
All governrent is interest and the pre-determined interest(i.e.glass,ed.)
gives the matter and foundations of the Zovernment.--3 System of Politics p.498

¥rom Prance: : Y
The princes command the people and the interest commands the princes.
~-Memoirs of the Duke De Rghan

Again in England the materialist minded monarchist, Thomas Hobbes published
a conservative social contract theory; in which he not only argues for the
right of those in jpower to absolute authority, but applies this directly in
his theory of punishment:
2nd this is the foundation of that right of punishing, which is exercised
in every commonwealth. For the subjects did not give the sovereign that
right; but only in laying down theirs, strengthened him to use his own, as
lie should see fit, for the preservation of them all; so that it was not
given, but left to him and to him only; and... as entire as in the con-
dition of mere nature, and a war of everyone against his neighbor.
Leviathon, (1651)
French kings put it more simply:"I am the state " and "After me the Deluge."
In England Thomas Carlyle to the offending classes:
Mark it my Diabolic friends. I mean to lay leather on the backs of you,
collars round the necks of you; and will teach you...that the world is
not your inheritance nor glad to see you in it....Collected Works,Vol.19
p-102, London '

shortly after the Usa was founded 200 years ago, some members of the ruling
class still spoke their minds freely. This is from hAlexander Hamilton:
The ancient. democracies in which the people themselves delilberated, never
possessed one feature of good government...when they assembled, the field
of debate presented an ungovernable mob--not only incapable of deliberation,
‘but prepared for every cnormlty...DeoaLeson the Federal constitution--ed.
Jonathon Elliot-~Vol 2.p.253
And John Adams:
"The moment the idea is admitteé into society that property is not as sacred
as the laws of God, and that there is not a forCﬁ of law and public jus-
tice to protect it,anarchy and tyranny commence., '

The constitution of the US as aQOD_ed excludca slaves and angd Indians, and
women fron 1ts protectlon. th oricinal states requlred‘propetty quallflcatlans
for votlng or holding offlce and barred women from both. The 13th ﬁmbndment, which
forbids involuntary servitude still allows it as a punishment for those convicted
of crime. In short, the law expresses and¢ enforces ehlstlnu, class,property, sex,
and_social relations hlps. The state does not ewpre*s the Nlll of all the pecple,
but that of the class hold ing power.

But here, in the British colonies of Worth America something new appears,
something that shortly turns up in the French revclution also. Merchanty and
manufacturers, and in liorth America, rebellious plantation owners and landlords too,
are numerically a very small class. They could not win by themselves. They needed
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the support of the masses of peasants, small farmers, the sailors and carters and
factory hands and small craftsmen,guild members and apprantices. So merchants and
owners conceded reforuns a rights to these masses. Cheap land for farming (ox
breaking up the great estates in the case of France) and rignts, that is freedom
from many forms of feudal cppression and abuse.

This HWorth American revolution of 177¢ was carried out by a'very uneasy
alliance of three main groups. The conservatives who were or who represented
big planters and land soeculaeora and really preferred nonarcny, for the most
part (A.Hamilton,G.Washington,G.Morris,J.Wilson, Edw.Rutledge) ;the moderates who
wanted strong_federzl government but were prepared to accept a democratic-republic
and maice other concessions to be sure of mass support{T.Jeiferson,J.HMadison,d.
Monroe ,Gov., Clinton of WY,and in a weird class all his own P.Henry) ;finally,the
radicals, T.Paine,Sam Adams, T. Matlack,the Sons of Liberty, the Committees of
Correspondence {the alternative media of their day), the Green tlountain Boys
and Minute Men.The radicals wanted land, local contro rlghts and no strong
central govern went During the war they were jO“ned by manf Blacks as G.Washington
was forced to reverse himself and recruit slaves and freed men in order to win.
Such Indians, as fought, fought with the British as the Colonists had long since
betraved the friendship of the Indians in favor of Genocide and land stealing.

The US constitution and its first ten ammendments is simply the legal re-
flection of the compromises reached after 10 yvears of struggle when the bill of
rights was adopted by the states between 1788 and 1790.

The myth of a lot of wise “founding fathers" handing down a miracle of
statesmanship that assures freedom for all Americans, and a government for,of,
and by the people, as Z.Lincoln put it, simply never happened. The concessions
have always had some survival value, especially for US born favored whites. Their
main social function has been to create a lot of '1lu$lOnS and wrong ideas about
the benevolence of “the US system and government among taose same relatively
better-off parts of the population. These rights are worth exactly as much as the
people themselves have the power to enforce. The real power remains with the
dominant economic class, the capitalists; their power is further concentrated in
the hands of the lulti-naticnal corporations, as of the present.

The practical result of all this control in terms of law and courts may
as well be illustrated by an example from England, the source of much of the US
legal foxrms and practice. Frederick Engels describes 1¢th century English pro-
cedures this way: '

When a rich man is sunmmcned--or rather inwvited---into courxt, the judge
expresses regret that the rich man had to . inconvenience himself and
tries in every way to turn the matter to the rich man's advantage;and

if he must, despite everything, condemn him, he agaln expresses his
infinite regret, and so on. But if some one of the poor has to stand
before that judge, he nearly always has to spend the preceeding night

in jail with a mass of others like himself; he is looked upon as guilty
from the very beginning. ile is shouted at all his efforts to justify him-
self are met by a contemptuous, "Oh! we know these excuses..." And the
police are the same as the judges. lio matter what the bourgeois had done,
the police are always civil to him and keep strictly to the statutes. To
the proletariat they behave coarsely and cruelly....iarx and Engals
Russian ed. vol. III p.558,

As to the US of the 20th century, (already the age.of imperialism,war, and

revolutions) Lenin describes the situation this way: ’
Mowhere else is the power of capital--of a handful of millicnaires over
all society manifested so crudely, with such open venality, as in America.
Once capital exists, it dominates all society. Hor does any democratic
republic, or right to vote, change the essence of the matter...lenin==
Russian ed. vol., XXIV p.365,

And as to crime, iarx holds that like law and leg:slation, it arises from existing

social relationships: s
The origin of crime~-the struggle of the isolated individual against dom-
inant relationships-lilke the origin of law, is not purely arbitrary. On the
contrary,crime is rooted in the same conditions as is the governing power
existing at the time...Marx and Engels, vol IV p.31l1

Tobring it home and to our times, George Jackson wrote:

The purpose of the chief repressive institutions within the totalitarian
capitalist state is cleaxly to discourace and prohibit certain activity, and
the prohibitions are airmed at mvery distinctly defined sectors of the class
and race-sensitized scciety. The ultimate expression of law is not order--
it's prison. There are hundreds upon hundx eds of prisons, and thousands

upon thousands of laws, yet there is no social order, no social peace.

Anglo Saxon bourgeois law protects property relations and not social re-
lations...the law and everything that interlocks with it was constructed

for poor, desperate people like me. Blood in My Eye p.85




Prisons wexrz not institutionalized on such a massive scale

by the peonle. Most people realize that crime is simply the result
of a grossly disproportionate distribution of wealth and privilege,

a reflection of the present state -of property relations. There are no
wealthy men on death row, and so few in the general prison popu-
lation that we can disregarﬂ tham alfogutlnr.'InDrlaonncnt 1s an

a closed soc1oty which attemgts to 1solate those individuals who ¢ .s:-
disregard the structures of a hypocritical establishment as wellas
those who attempt to challenge it on a mass base. Throughout its
istory, the United States has used its prisons to suppress any
organized efforts to challenge its legitimacy...Blood in My Eve p.90

To quote something still peaningul from our early nistoris

THE DOCTRIME OF NON RESISTANCE AGLINST apBTERARY -POVER, AND OPPRESSION IS
ABSURD, SLAVISH, AMND DESTRUCTIVE OF THE GOOD AND HAPPINESS OF MANKIND.
(New Hampshire Constitution as adopted in 1784)

SECTION v

The 1lst,4th,5th,and 8th Bill of Rights amendments to the US Constitution, as
well as the 13th and 14th amendwments are a result of the struggle by the people for
these ‘rights'. For over 650 years, people in Europe and the US did fight and die
and persist in struggle feor these 'rights'. People went to prison; died in disgrace
and in horror; and were burned at the stake in these struggles for basic human
rights which were never willingly granted by those aristocracies, property owners,
or christian hierarcnies that hecld power. People fought for their bkeliefs, and
their friends and associates and refused to sell out to the ruling powers in order
bo buy their own lives. It is out of these struggles, this living historv of the
past 500 .years, that the humean and "democratic" rights that certain sections of-
the population 'have’ today, originated. In Salem, Massachusetts in 1692, 19 people
most of them women were hanged as witches. Thevy were innocent and none of them
" confessed. [Fifty men and women who did confess were not executed; the price the
rulers of the time exacted for the lives of these 50 was the qendlng to death of
others accused of the crime.

Forced testiwony is false testimony, especially when the only ‘crime' invol-
ved is a class crime - a challenge to the total authority of the oppressive class
jealous of its power. In difficult times, heresy, sedition, disloyalty, witchery
betome the greatest crimes, Having centuries of experience with oppression, people
feared a strong central government and insisted on curbing the powers of both the
Congress and the Executive by adding on the Bill of Rights. For example, during
that time the people c¢f Wew Hampshire 4 times voted down proposed state constitu-
ticns that did not have strong enough Bills of Rights. The Constitution and Bill
of Rights which have generated much of the whole 'criminal justice' system, and
" been the focus of so much struggle in our history are not mystical documents, or
symbols of the triumph of human ideals. They were the product of a compromise
between men of wealth: planters, and slaveowners; and men of less wealth (small
farmers, workers) who were opposed to strong federal government . They are an
assertion of people's'rights and a conscious attempt to limit state power. It is
not accidental that the Bill of Rignhts is full of phrases like: "“The. accussed’
shall enjoy the right"...., "Congress shall make no law....," "No person shall...,
"Ho scldier shall....,". Because they are products of compromise they do not fully
express the best accomplishments of the past. Iior can they eliminate the conflict
of groups and classes that have contrary and contradictory interests.

For long years Black slaves were not recognized as people and only later
as 3/5th of a person; Red Indians, Tlomen and Children did not have even formal
rights. " This expressed ad.alism from the start in the early US social system,
a_gap between the idea of ﬂaturaj éﬁd"eoual rights on_the one side and class, sex,
and age oppression, clouery"ang_ggngﬁldo in wsecds on the other. Such a basic— con~
tradiction remains to this time. The most ¢mportant r;ghts won.through struggle
are seldom enforced by the state, Class and oppressive government always tries
to whittle away and nullify whatever rights the people have gained over the years;

especially when some crisis of power blows up.

From the start the rights of eérly America were for the property owmers, the
freeborn English and their offspring, the small farmer and trader and highly skilled
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at best. While this paper is not focused as a labor history it is important to
register the fact that in early days labor organizations were outlawed and had

to organize as fraternal groups (Ancient Order of Hibernians, the "Molly Maguires®™).
Strilkes happened and were met by the state with violence, injunctions and anti riot
measures. EBExclusiveness and selectivity of these rights has to be underscored
because only by recovering that buried side of our history can we wncover the roots
of the fight that still goes on and the victoery still to be wom,

In the Middle Rhges, burning at the stake, boiling in oil, bsheading, breaking
on the wheel, and drawing and guartering were but a few of the methods used by the
ruling class in Europe to keen the people down. These practices continued thru
the 1l6th and 17th centuries. %orture was also used to force people to confess or
incriminate others as well as a form of punishment. Other cormon punishments meted
out to the people included mutilation (cutting out the tongue, hands, burning out
the eyes, and cutting off the ears), branding, flogging, dunking, and such forms
of public humiliation as the stocks and pillory. In many instances, obviously,
the punishments inflicted were worse than death, and coften death itself followed.
It was the workers and common people struggling acainst the cruelty of the state
during the time of the rise of manufacture and urbanization in England who final-
ly got the death penalty for shoplifting in the amount of 5 shillings, abolished.
At that time in England the number of offenses for which death was the punishment
nurbered over 350.

In 15632 the first cfforts in America to substitute imprisonment for coxrporal
and capital punishment were made. In this year the Hassacliusetts Bay Colony, built
in Boston a wooden prision that existed for the entire colony for 18 years until
prisons were erected in other towns. After 1730, the first prison for the entire
commonsealth was established on Castle Island in Boston llarbor (1784-85). Courts
sentenced men to hard labor for long terms and often life in the fortress prison.

Quaker initiated reforms are responsible for some of the first organized
transitions from flat-out corporal/capital punishment to imprisonment. Between
1682 and 1718 the Quakers in Pennsylvania initiated what was, for its time, a more
human criminal code. In 1718 it was repealed and a more barbaric one re-instituted.
The Quaker reforms did not go very far and were fought by the rich all the way.

In 1794 an act was passed which rediced the list of capital crimes to first degree
murder and prescribed imprisonment for other offenses. Between 1780 when the pri-
son system was born in Philadelphia to 1828 when W. Y.'s infamous Sing Sing prison
was opened the system grew rapidly from liorth to South, and East to West, By 1823,
the Auburn i1. Y. system had evolved as one of the major models for prisons. It in-
cluded solitary confinement, enforced silence, isclation, and expleoitation of pri-
soner labor. These practices represented the calculated institutionalization of
the program of humiliation, degradation and oppression that still earmarks the US
prison system today. This change was promoted as a great effort at reforming ori-
soners.

In 1870, the American Correctional Association was founded. Their first
order of business was actually a re-statement of the rhetoric of the early 19th
century,., In their philosophy: of US corrections, prisons are for renabllltatlng
and only secondarily for punishment and keeping 'dangerous criminal’ or radical
elenments of the people off the streets. With much ballynoo this line came out
in the period just following the Civil War. Reconstruction was still making pro-
gressive social changes in the South, and the memory of the prison camp atrocities
during the war were still fresh in pecples' minds. However, history bears out
that this new philosophy has never been practiced for the majority of the popula-
tion; and has in effect been a propaganda attempt to gloss over the clas;, rac1st
.and population control functions of the 'criminal justice’ bystem. =

The risks of being 3rd World in white Amerika, of being trapped in the

law enforcement system are high and they get greater at each stage from arrest

to imprisonment. Once a person commits a 'crime' he or she becomes subject to

a two~pronged attach. He or she becomes a 'police prcblem' to be dealt with im-
mediately, and often brutally. The war is on in the cities and in the South,
wherever poor, 3rd Vorld, unemployed, strikers, youth, etc. are. The police who
are the armed organized agents of the state have defined the 'offender' (especia-~
lly during those times of crisis) as -the enemy. The police are the first point
of contact with the 'law' for most offenders. The police initiate the relation-
ship between the people and the “criminal justice system'. The police are the
faithful ambassadors and representatives of the "society" as defined by official-
dom. Police often have the decision whether to bring charges; these decisions
are usually made racially, culturally, and according to ¢lass. This starts the
process by which many people are imprisoned sometimes for years for crimes they
have not committed. When the two factors of color and
atmosphere -pecple are conditio
ing crime.

crime converge in a racist
ned to see color as sufficient reason for suspect-
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After arrest the person is taken to the station where he/she 13 booked, If/ﬁé
has'mgney he/slie goes frce to wait trial, If he/she cannot raise bhail he/shé ééésv
to Jail, Those who become inmates are predominatly Black and Brown, young, unem-
ployed from large cities., Those who become prison-guards are overvhelmingly white,
noddle aged, from small rural towns. When prisons are near army bases the guards
are almost all ex-servicemen who find the transiticn from racism in the military
to the racisn in prison an easy one to make. 40-60% of the nation's prison in-
pates are 3rd World, but less than 1% of the _prison staffs are, 30% of all inmates
are veterans. e i

The oppressive class and racist nature of the US bail system is widely re-
cognized and documented. The defendant with money can afford to pay bail. He
can afford to buy his freedom, But the poorer defendani cannot pay the price. He
languishes in jail weeks, months, and sometimes ev en years before trial. These
pecple do not stay in jail because they are guilty or any more likely to fiee be-
fore trial. People stay in fail for one reason only; because of poverty. Detween
corrupt bail bondsmen and judges whose interests lie with the rulers and not with
those suffering under the brunt of the system, the person awaiting trial is sub-
Jected to the 'criminal justice system'. In most jurisdictions a police agency
has control of her/his body; a judicial officer and then a private bail bondsmen
controls one's liberty; and a prosecuting and defense attorney have control over
how long this status will continue. Pretrial detention falls hardest on 3rd World
people who have jobs. Hot only is their source of income cut off but they often
lose their jobs as well.

The next step in this high-stakes game is the determination of guilt or in-
nocense by the court which plays a dual role in the system; it is both a partici-
pant in the process and supervisor of iits practice. The pseudo-legal practice of
plea bargaining, or copping to a lesser offense, facilitate class domination by
nanding down more convictions. The excuse the courts use for this iz "to allevi~
ate the overburdened court calendar, or for financial reasons." 2Approximately 920%
Ejohose_cgnvicted for felonies and probably a larger proportion of midemeanor
cases, plead guilty either on their own initiative or as a result of negotiations.

Control of sentencing usually falls upon the trial judge or an adult Author-
ity appointed by the Governor and is mainly composed of correctional personnel
as in California. The sentences are total, arbitrary, and despotic with no appe-
late review. These officially licensed vultures little know or care of. the fate
of the person they condemn to long terms or to death in prison. Few judges ever
visit prisons or get confined there, few wardens work with defense attorneys, few
jurymer know about the internal contradictions of the police. The much publicized
indeterminate sentence has been a chief weapon of the courts and prisons in the
containment and control of the people.

A 1970 survey conducted for the Law Enforcement Lssistance Administration
showed that nearly half of all jails in gities of 25,000 or more population have
no medical facilites. It is almost impossible to find out exactly the total
number of jails that exist in the US, For far too many prisoners, the rights to
minimum standards of decent focd, clothing, shelter and medical care, protection
from physical assault and the right not to be punished by torture exists only in
words.

There is a theory that is very popular among liberal reformers, administra-
tors, judges, presecutors, police and others that law breakers are suffering from
mental illness. Convicts are labeled 'deviants' discredited as responsible human
beings and subjected to humiliating punishments, defined and disguised as treat-
ment. It offers a convenient scientific sounding explanation for the difference
between the white middle and upper middle class citiiens who administer the jus-
tice system and the law breakers and other 'deviants'.

Under the guise of treatment, drugs have become the ‘chemical straight-
jacket'. Correctional officials in the Amerikan prison system have allowed and
in some cases promoted (centers to study 'criminal violence' as at UCLA) many forms
of cruel and unusual punishment. JAmong these are: Sensory Deprivation as perfected
in the San Quentin Adjustment Center. This means total isolation, permanently
darkened cells - the HOLE. Stress Assessment: open dorms, no privacy, slave type
labor, baited group therapy sessions. Chemotherapy: the use of drugs (some experi-
mental) as 'behavior modifiers’ including Prolixin a powerful central nervous sys-
tem depressant with sometimes irreversible side effects, and Anectine, a derivative
of the Scuth American 'arrow tip poison' curare. Uhen administered in massive
amounts it causes the loss of control of all cessation of breathing for a period
of approximately 2 minutes. The drug induces sensations of suffocation and drown-
ing as though on the brink of death.

lMany drug companies anong them Wyeth, Sharp & Dohme, Lederle, Upjohn, Bristol-
IMyers, Squibb and Merck have huge financial stakes in experimental testing on human
subjects. Inmates who are labelled incorrigible are often subject to these tests;
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also in prison it is casier to coexce and recruit subjects because prisoners
have no money. The experimenters pay about one dollar a day for these painful and
risky tests. After vorld liar 2 during the WHuremburg War Crimes Tribunal, Hazi's
who ran experiments like tiese in the concentration camps of the 3rd Reich were
sentenced to death.

Many less sophisticated methods of oppression are also used, bribery, ex-
tortion, beatings, verbal abuse and thireats, race war. A1l of the crimes commitbed
by all the failed driminal offenders do not equal in total sccial damage that of
the crimes committed against them by the state. .

If an inmate is 'fortunate' cenough to be released on parole she/he stands
a better than 50% chance of being returned to prison. TUot only does the newly
paroled convict face staggering difficulties in such rudimentary matters as finding
a job, and a place to live; he/she must adjust to an unfamiliar and hostile world
after long years in prison. Paroled prisoners live constantly under the shadow
of re-imprisonment at the decision of the parole agent. When a convict breaches
his/her parole 'contract,’ he/she is not charged with a crime in the legal sense
of the word. He is charged with the 'deterioration of behavior and attitude' in
violaticn of parole. If he is found guilty of that the Adult Authority auto-
matically resets the sentence at the maximum.

The 13th Zmendment states that "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as punishment for a crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the US." The courts in interpreting this have taken the posi-
tion that the prisoner because of criminality has forfeited virtually all indivi-
dual rights., The belief is common that virtually anything can be done with an

‘offender' in the name of 'correction'. Courts have, for the most part, refused
to intevvens claiming that supervision is in the hands of the prison administra-
ticn: ucennistrators who have shown time and time again their ruling class hatred

of the people.

In view of the overwhelming body of evidence, it is clear that compulsory
cure or ceoercive retraining, “reiitabilitation”, the supposed reason our prisons
exist, is not the way to reduce crime, or cure 'deviant' bechavior. Increasing
numbers of inmates arce looking upon the whole Amerikan 'criminal justice system'
with the pennitentiary at the end of it, as a weapon of class and race war. Pro-
test behind the walls, when heeded and acted upon by outside agitators and support-
ers, has historically been the only significant factor in calling public attention
to the plight of inmates; and in wresting from prison guthorities or the courts
any sort of improvement in conditions. The people who have lain down their lives,
experienced torture, and incredible sentences have faced the brutal terror of this
system in upsurges duxring the late 1960's and 1970's. In Attica after months and
months of peacefully demanding reform the inmates rebelled, shortly after George
Jackson's assasination in San Quentin. In their first public statement after
taking over the prison they said:

‘We are HMEN.! We are not beasts and do not intend to

be beaten or driven as such. The entire prison population
has set forth to change forever the ruthless brutalization
and disregard for lives of prisoners both here and through-
out the United States. What has happened here is but the
sound before the fury of those whe are oppressed.

We will not compromise on any terms except those that are
agreeable to us. e call upon all the conscientious citizens
of America to asdist us in putting an end to this situation
that threatens the lives not only of us, but each and every
one of us as well.

e have set forth demands that will bring closer to reality
the demise of these prison institutions that serve no useful
purpose to the People of America, but only to those who would
enslave and exploit the people of America.

The jails are filthy examples of class'justice'. Attica means fight back! It
should not surprise anyone that in this racist, class society in which we live
that the white middle class people fear crime from blacks more than blacks fear
crime from wnltes, but in fact in 1nterrac=al crimes of assault and battery blacks
are more victimized than whites It should not surprise anyone that prisons are
largely peopled by 3rd Norld, Ghd poor people. The Amerikan justice system has

/ngmade racism g legally accep@géﬁsgfyom. It should not surprise anyone that the
very fabric of our society is svch that while virtually everyone engages in pun-~
ishable criminal behavior only the poor and 3rd Woxld go to prison while the rich
go to San Clemente. It should not surprise anyone that the Governor of liew York,
Rockefeller, arranged to have 4] men murdered at Attica and hundreds tortured
and brutalized in the name of justice; and then was appointed Vice President of
the United States,




SECRION V

Horld tiar 1 brought with it revolution,the midwife of all great changes
in the state of the world. The October Revolution of the workers and peasants
cof Russia shook up the entire modern world as never before. As the capitalist
rulers of Europe fought to recover amid the ruins left by this imperialist war,
which aimed at dividing the entire earth, the lives of hundreds of millions of
people experienced profound changes. Masses of the exp101tedAand oppressed suc
cessfully challenged feudal and capitalist rule, seized state power their owmselves
and dared to begin to construct a socialist society.

The United States was also swept by the winds of great unrest before and
after %World War 1. Hany people, immigrants, Blacks, white workers who fought in
the war and whose labor was building 'modern industrial America', struggled for
a better life and for recognition as human beings and against any more wars of
conguest. Folk songs, folktales tell of these struggles. Groups now legendary
iike the IWW and other workers' associations flourished. These were often made
up of 1nm_grants from Eurcpe. Some became well known revelutionary martyrs like
Joe Hill and Sacco and Vanzetti wheo were executed by the state for organizing
workers, although the official 'legal' charges were for murder.

During the Palmer Raids of the early 1920's thousands of voor and foreign
bern 'radicals' and communists were rounded up and imprisoned with no pretense
of due process of law. At this time. J. Edgar licover rose to leadership of the
FBI; the US had created its first national police crganization to repress and
attack third world and radical working people who were advancing their struggle
against the exploitive and evil capitalist system.

From 1867 to 1885, Blacks had been stripped of the rights they had wvon
in the reconstruction weriod after the Civil ¥ar -- in the nrocess some 10, 000
were brutally lynched, liow, between 1910 and 1920, seeking a change for a bet ter
1ife, 300,000 of them ‘moved north, ent2ring heavy industrial areas like Detroit
and Chicago. Working in the basic industries of auto, steel, railroad, meat pack-
ing, etc., Blacks were the last hired and first fired and were given the heaviest
and most menial jobs in their new locations in the north. Black men also joined
the segregated armed forces and over one third of all US troops in Iurope were
black. In this period BLlacks were often the target ¢f racial attacks. For ex-
ample, in Tulsa Caklahoma, in 1921, the white mayor ordered an aerial bombardment
of the Black section of towm which was resisted by the community with the attack-
ers temporarily driven back. It was alsc in the period that the VWomens' Suffer-
age movement culminated in women getting the vote.

Prison riots numbered over 25 in the ten years between 1210 - 1220. 1In
the 50 years between 1850-1900 there hajy been around three dozen. After 1900
the speed and tempo of prison uprisings continued to rise ramidly until the
Great Depression of the 1930° s. At this time the cities of the US were linead
with people out of work. At the bottom of the crisis there were over 17 million
Americans out of work fighting to survive day by dav. The rural Scuth was again
wrooted and mass migrations to the northern cities and to California continued.

Between 1929 and 1940 there were over 60 major prison uprisings. ost of
the uprlslng were built around demands for human di cnity and survival adainst
vicious punishments and lack of food, exercise and medicine. Riots continued to
grow bigger as prisons grew larger. During periods cf political or eccnomic
crisis, riots increased and prisoners with a political consciousness and a sccial
consciousness emerged from within the population. For example at Joliet Prison in
fllineis in 1917, Hational Guardsmen had to be called in to suppress an insur-
rection of 1000 immates who set fire to buildings. The ilaticnal Guard had to
fix bayonets and drive into their cells the last 200 men who stood their ground
in the face of the rifles. @Military prisoners at Leavenwcorth in 1919 fought their
jailers often. There were three major strikes there in a six month period. Riots
continued to grow at California's Folsom prison in 1927, 2000 inmates fought the
National Guard. lostages were held and 400 guardsmen surrounded the building
which prisonexs defended. Tankis, airplanes, one pound artillery were set up; a
Southern Pacific Railway engine trained lights on the building. Troops fired
round after round. By the time the attacks ceased, nine inmates were dead as were
two guards. At Clinton Prison in Hew York, 1300 men riocted for five hours. Three
inmates were killed, buildings and lumber were burned and the power plant was sa-
botaged. Armed white townspeople and wiits of the US Army repelled the convicts
as they rushed the walls. A new record for property damage in prison riots was



set here, at $200,000. At Auburn prison in H.Y¥., in 1929,1700 inmates battled guards
and seized the warden's ofiice and arsenal. Six quards were killed as well as two
risoners. The greatest lcis of life reported from a prison uprising was the Ohio
Penitentiary fire in 1930, whera 317 men were killed.

The economic crisis which begain in the US in 1929,became world wide and con-
tinued throughout the thirties. There were years of great mass suffering and social
unrest. This was expressed in massg marches of veterans on Washington for jobs and
bonuses, by hundreds of strikes, by the growth of wnemployed and union organizing,
and in the activity and growth of the Communist Party, USA. Black people took an
active and leading part in many of thLSL'strugales. This crisis did not really end
until the beginning of World War 2. By that time, however,millions of workers . in
the. basic industries became organized for the first time, Lhrough the CIO and many
in other- trades joined both AFL & CIO unlons,

In Vorld War 2, a shaky alliance of US ar 1 Allied Eﬁropean capitalist coun-
tries, fought German and Italian and Japanese imperialism. The Soviet Red Army and
Air Force broke the back of German empire at the devastating cost of 20,000,000
soldier and civilian dead. In Asia, the Chinese Re¥volution united hundreds of
millions of Chinese to fight the Japanese invaders. Together with Korean and Viet-
namese resistance they led in defeating Japan's march to conguest.

Throughout World War 2, the US was the only major countryv in the world that
suffered no invasion, no armies of conguest, or machinery of death within its bor-
ders. With Asia and Eurcpe in ruins at wars end; facing the nesed of massive recon-
struction, with rewvolution threatening, the US seized its chance to expand and con-
sclidate its empire deeper and more widely than ever before. Germany and Europe
were bailed out by the Marshall Plan. The US military spread out through a network
of 3000 military bases to cover the earth and boasted as its slogan,"This is the
American Century."

The wvictory of the Chinese. Revolution in 1949, came four years after the de-
feat of Japanese and German imparialism. Hundreds of millions of people in the most
populous nation on earth went over to socialism after decades of struggle against a
feudal ruling class and Japanese invasion. For the secend time in the century,cap-
italism and imperialism was challenged and beaten by the peonle, the workers and
peasants, of a major nation. Once again the world turned cver, and the word came
out from the rulers of the US that China must be contained and Chiang Kai Shek re-
stored to power; China was a threat tc world 'freedom and democracy' as defined by
Harry S. Truman,General Harshall, and Jchn Foster Dulles. During these same years,
the Soviet Union gained an advantage against the US cold war by exploding the hydro-
gen bomb before the US was able to. Bt this time the USSR was seen as the main
enemy with China considered only a secondary threat due to lesser industrial and
military strength.

In 1950, the US instigated counter-revolutionary war in Korea and invaded when
its puppet, the regime of Syngman‘Rhee was about to collapse. Chinese volunteers
then joined with the Horth Korean Peoples Army to defeat and threw all the invaders
out- of Worth Korea. (1950-1953). However, a puppet regime, still dependent. upon
US troops and money (like Saigon was) still hangs on in South Korea.

The years of World War 2, were the only years af the 20th century marked by
both declining naticnal.crime ratus and decllnlnq pvlson pouulatlor After the war,
the population and the struggles began to rise again, with prison riots marking
both 1950 and 1952. Parallel to the cold war and the Korean war, there was a time
of rising post-war unrest that culminated here at home 'in big prison riots in
Michigan and abroad in the Koje prisoner of war camp -in Korea. In February 1952,
1,500 communist led civilians, (Xorean pows, held by the US} battled US guards and
troops until 69 pows and one US person was dead. The Korean people charged bru-
tality and massacre. On March 13,1952 a new battle occurred, and 12 more Koreans
were killed., On May 9, 1952, General Dodd the US commandant was dragged through
the gates of the stockade during a conference and held hostage. After US concess-
ions he was released. From 1950 through 1953, there were at least B2 major prison
riots in the US. And between. 1953 _and 1055, there were ovor 51 _major prison riots.

In 1954,the French wzre defecated at Dien Bienphu by the Vietminh. ‘From this
time the US.became more openly involwved in Indochina; it now attempted to.take over
where the French cclonialis*ts had left off.

The occupaticn of Germany and Jazan, the ccld war, seizing Taiwan,interven-
tion in Korea and Vietnam, orposing China, are some of the high water marks of the
"American Century" bid for world domination; at the same time the resistance of the
peoples and the military,political and economic defeats suffered by the US(inclu-
ding a bit later,failure to reverse the Cuban revolution) ,marked the beginning of
the end of three centuries of expansion of US continental and world empire. It is
from this context that we will be able to understand the rise of the movements



for liberation of 3rd world peoples inside the US, that so decidedly shape present
events., '

A serious kid by the UZ for world power would have been impossible without
the 'cold war' to discredit the Soviet and Chinese allies who had been decisive on
the western and eastern fronts respectively: it would have been egually impossible
without creating an anti-communist and 'foreign agent’ hysteria at home to replace
the postwar hopes of our people for friendship and peaczful constructive lives.

In particular, admiration for the Red Army, its generals anéd commander and for the
Soviet peoples resistance was widespread in poth civilian life and in the armed
forces; that had to be changsd as the first ordexr of Lusiness.

Therefore, the 1350's became the era of another great attack by the ruling
class upon the peoples of this country. This became the era of HMcCarthyism and saw
the birth of Ldixonism. #illions of people watched on tv as the alcoholic,irrati .onal
HcCarthy from Wisconsin, representing the mest plunder-hungry section of the ruling
class, attacked communism and all progressive peoplsz and ideas in the US. This is
how ¢mper*al1sm opened its war to COﬂLﬁ;n and dectrov revolutlﬂﬁ worid-wide as they
bunteq tn31_ suue —arorlts from new sources of mat° and new markets.
These s super- expar5¢on1*ts found in the Rosbnmerg case a -av of simultaneously set-
ting up and attacking the growing 3rd world ané workers movement at home. The
Rosenbergs were executed based on lying and invented charges of foreign espionage
and treason. This cowmbined an attack upon the USSR (also needed by the government
as a scapegoat for the successful Russian explosion of the hydrogen bomb before the
US), and as a way to spread the poison of anti-communism at home. This same anti-
communism laid the basis for later US invasion of Southeast Asia. B further result
was thiat the CPUSA was partly driven underaround, its leaders tied up in courts:
and imprisoned, the party heavily infiltrated with agents and in effect destroyed as
a revolutionary force. The left suffersd a very serious defeat.

The late 1950's and early 1960's kirthed a qualitatively new era in this coun-
try. Black pecple, South and Worth,by the tens of thousands launched their struggle
for civil rights; the right to vote, and to end unemployment and poverty: ail this
in direct defiance of racist attacks by the KKK, police, and FBI. Black orxrganizers
and citizens were brutally murdered as were seme white supporters wlio joined them
in struggle. Many of us grew up watching police with dogs and cattle prods attack
people. The murder of the 3 ciwvil rights workers: Cheney,Geoodman, andé Schwerner,
tortured t o death by racist vigilantes shocked the whole world,; exposing the true
nature of "justice” in the US. Thers was a real groundswell:millions of people
were touched, some to the point of active support, as thousands of people in this
iand fought the peclice, took on the courts and political system together. In 1963,
250,000 people marched on Washington led by Blacks focr the first mass protest
of a decade that would see many such protests sweep the nation.

The ealementary class and racist nature of the police and courts was thereby
exposed to many American people. Civil rigits leaders were assasinated, their
killers walking the streets arrogantly boasting. President Kennedy began intro-
ducing American ‘adivsors' into Vietnam. Daniel Ellsburg, who later released the
Pentagon Papers, and successfully challenged the government in public and in court,
was one of those sent to Vietnam at that time. In 1964, the Student Hon-Violent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC} was the first nationally organized group in the US
to openly denounce the war in Vietnam as impexrialistic. They raised the cry, "NO
VIETCONG EVER CALLED ME NIGGER!" thus siding with the people of Vietnam against
US invasion. By 1964,it was clear to mahy of us that the US ruling class (the term
then most used was 'military-industrial complex')was setting its sights on Pacific
Asia as their world strategic focus. The expanded empire of the US that emerged
out of World War 2 saw its strategic future at stake in the military and economic
population control that a land base in Vietnam represented. The containment of
China as well as the base for penetration west and towards India and the !iddle
East; and South Indonesia, ARustralia,Malaya & continued control of the Philippines.
Penetration of our economic ard military system into areas of great revolutionary
potential and great natural and human resources to be exploited.

1965, SDS(students for a democratic societv) ,called the first anti-war

march in Washington B.C.; 25,000 people carme. Hundreds of thousands of people

have since drawn some lessons from our history, facing the understanding that time
is running out for the empire. Tens cof thousands refused to fight, burned draft
cards, demonstrated and latex fought in the zitreets and campuses of this country
.against the draft, racism, the war, and cultural oppression. It was in this period
that the institutions of ‘Justice' began to be severly discredited to many ycung
white people who were proud of being arrested, of doing time in jail;proud to
fight for a just cause, and who cften had their first real contact with exploited
and oppressed people in those jails.

The Black movement guickly grew from civil rights to Black Power and Black
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Revolution. Malcolm X rose to speak out for great followings at home and abroad
only to be assasinated by zcents of the power structure. Robert Williams organized
Black people in North Caro"i.u in self-defense groups and revived the US tradition
of armed self-defense struculaes. In the summer of 1965 the Watts rehellion erup-~
ted in which 4000 psople wer: arrested, 34 killed and $35 million dollars in pro-
perty damage dene. This was the heaviest act of Black resistance since the Detroit
riot of 1943, and until Detroit in 1967. In tens of cities across the US there were
to be riots by Black, Puerto Rican,and white youth over the next years. Some of
the major urban insurrections were in: Chicago, Cleveland,.llashville, Jackson,
Houston,Tampa, Cincinatti,Btlanta, Newark (where 22 people were killed) and Detroit
where 100 square blocks became a battle zone; It is significant to note that the
incident that touched off this riot was a nolice raid on a black social club where
a group of returning Vietnam tar Veterans were partying. By the end of the rebel-
lion 43 were killed and $40 million in damage was inflicted. There was talk in the
US of revolution in cities as the US began losing the war in Vietnam, and with it
the imperial dream of an "American Century",based on control of the vast continent
of BRsia. i :

=

1968 was a watershed year. The Tat offensive in Vietnam showed that US imp-
erialism was being and could be defeated by peoples’ war. The Black Panther Party
and other groups got themselves organized. The Panthers was a serious attempt to
create an armed revolutionary political party; it built a large following among
Black street people in those cities across the US which have large Black populat-
ions. The BPP openly advocated communist revolution, armed self defense, mass and
armed struggle against the "White power structure”, the US ruling class. The Pan-
thers successfully defined for hundreds of thousands of people that the peclice are
the cccupylng army the rullng class—anq changed popular vocabulary for them from

‘cogs' Ba "pigs?.

1968 was also the year of the riots at the Democratic Hational Convention

- in Chicago, where police ran wild in the streets and many of the children of

white america were arrested and beaten for daring to protest the genocidal and op-
pressive nzature of life in this country. FPeople began to speak of a coming depres-
sion in thz US- a total crisis in the system running the gamut from the barbaric
war in Tnduechina to the movement against Uomens obpression, to the movements

in this country for third world liberxation. Tlie authorities feared they might lose
a whole.generation of young people. Revoluticnary and progressive movements enga-
ge &' the state on many levels. The true nature of the institutions of the US was
exposed by popular struggle inside and out. Leaders were assasinated or brought to
political trials(conspiracy trials) by the state. The system tried at first to
meet the upsurg: of a new peoples movement head on. The people won overwhelmingly
in the majority of these trials. =

The Revolutionary 3rd world organizations came under murderous attack. The
1960's became kuown as the decade of assasination. From the FRosenbergs you can
trace a ciszar iir=ad thru the murders in the civil rights movement, to Halcolm,
the Rennadys',Zing, Fred Hampton, the destruction of the Black Panthers as a
revoluticnary force, Kent State, Jackson State, etc. The terms of war were set.
The police, courts and prisons lining up against the people consistently. Inside
the military fighting in Vietnam, a revoluticnary movement of GI's was created,
tien who realized that they were fighting to put down a peopile uho have a right
to control their own destiny. That GI's were cannon/conquest fodder for the rich
back ‘home. Fraggings, open mutiny at Long Binh jail in Vietnam by GI's, acts of
resistance and sabotage within the military itself rose into wave ‘after wave of
order refusal, .desertion, non-cooperation,defiance of court martlal and a counter
"Turn the Regs Around" movement to expose the brass. The military backbone of the
Empire was-being des troyed from within by American people as well as from without.
Groups like- the. revolutlonary minded Vietnam Veterans Against the Var formed
and often .took the lead in ant1 war and antl imperialist struggles

The overall,crisis in the US is expressed also in the whole new level of con-
sciousness and struggle inside and cutside the prisons. There are today many many
revolutionary and progressive people in prisons all across this country. We have
learned that just as the US through its military and CIA export counter-insurgency

and fascism throughout the world as it did in Vietnam,Korea, Greece, pre-revolu-
tionary Cuba, Santo Domingo, Guatemala, Brazil ,Uruguay,Chile ,S.Africa, and the
Philippines, so does it maintain fascist like operations for certain sections
-of ‘its domestic population. On the outside of prison this oppression and terror
is mainly directed at 3rd world people, Indians, and to an increasing degree at
white working class people,unemployed and youth. Accordingly, the people in
prison today, are .also overwhelmingly 3rd world and working class women and men.
AS a-group prisoners experlence fascism and retrlbutlon. A convict has no rights
and is at the mercy of the class, racist, and sexist prlson administration. As a
group prisoners experience extreme repression together, even though of different
degrees. It is because of this that the basis exists between different races for
unity. There has always been a strong urge for unity in the prison rebellicns of
| the 60's and 70's that cut across race lines. Oppressed convicts are now more than
L
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ever uniting against commen oppression, for more rights, survival and revolution.

Because many veterans zeturned home from Vietnam with no jobs, and many also
experienced arrest and priscon, because of the civil rights and Black liberation
movements, because of maximum repression existing in prison, the movement has

| become decidedly revoluticnary. The struggles at San Quentin first in  the 1960's

and at Soledad and the strugglés led by Jonathan and George Jackson and at Attica
demonstrate that it has been tBlack and 3rd world priscrners, who have led and made
the leading contributions to these struggles. The peopls have also paid the
highest pri. ce. Ruchelle Magee clearly undersiood the whole svstem of genocide,
racism and Empire when he said, "As an enslaved Black man T am not bound te the

courts of the oppressor class and nation."” The following gquote from inside of

Attica also illustrates this point:
When I first got to Attica the biggest problem we faced was
developing the political consciousness of the masses. Being
white and trying to be absorbed by the white masses wasn't easy.:
But after going thru all the changes of béing called 'nigger
lover', ‘white nigger', 'dirty commie', etc we finally came away
with a handful of good dedicated comrades. We formed strong ties
and coalitions with a handful of our biack comrades. The first
thing tc be done was to set up political education classes, cells
were set up all over, and everybody had something going. By this
time our unity was rubbing off on the population. Slowly but
surely we were growing in numbers and strength. And we were
becoming a strong threat to the head hog and his pigs. So many
attempts were made by the head hog to destory our organization
and unity. Many of us were boxed, locked up for long periods
of time, shipped out, and finally physically bzate n But our
loyalty to the strugsle and to eachother could not be broken.
September $-13, 1971 spsaks for itself. (date of Attica rebellion)
(Quoted from Comrada CGeorge, sy Eric Mann LB

—

Inside the walls of 1Perlca nrisoners have been among the strongest voices
and f?g ters expesing and taking on the brute force of the state dedicated to
exploiting and keeping down the human race. THE BﬁmTLE CRY OF THIS MOVEMENT
HAS BIDEI: \WE ARZ 0T ANIMALS THE SLAVE [IASTERS [IILL JEVER DEFEAT US™.'

The period that began in the early 1960's is moving in transition towards
something else. Conditions and chaos have gotten worse here at home. We are con-
fused, we see pieces and trends, yet the comprehensive picture and ramifications,
are just emexging in us. The four signposts of this transition are: the turning
back of US imperialism in Indochina especially but in othexr places as well: Africa,
Cuba,Latin America. The crisis in the US reflected by Watergate; Nixon and Agnew's
being forced from office weakening and undermining forever the credibility of
the entire political system in the eyes of a majority of people. The econcmic
crisis of depression and inflation and unemployment-stagflaticn is gualitatively
deeper tharn preceeding crises; with the defeat of the Pacific Rim Strategy for
Asia. Government cconomists admit that there will be a minimum of 7.5% unemployment
for the next ten years for the overall population and a minimum of 40% unemployment
for Black youth (the figure is already at 40%). These ruling class economists are
now preaching official optimism while privately warning their sponsors to prepare
for the worst. Lastly, sooner or later, the system will confront a truly peocples
movement in the US too, of Black, Brown, Wcmen, workers, GI's,Vets, Indians,
young pecple, and this will also include substantial representations from
the white majority population. And events will require of our revolutionaries and
their organizations that we alsc unite around a common analysis and strategy to
oppose and demolish the US empire, with the revolutionary decisive aid and
assistance of all the anti-imperialist people counted in billions --around the
worid.

The overwhelming reality of the first 75 years of the 20th century is the
growth and victory of world-wide revolution. People are winning, all systems of
class, sex, racial, and national exploitation and oppression are on the defensive.

Imperialism the highest and the last stage of capitalism is finally on the
decline. Spokesmen fo r the system and its US government now admit that the

people of this country wiil never be akle to return to the standards of affluence
that many enjoyed during the 196%'s. In reality, that amounts to informing the
3rd world people that they will be much worse off than ever before and that

many white workers, women, vouth, younger workers, will experience unemp loyment,
and hardship as never before; many who up to the present have managed to save
something, pay on a house, have healith and retirement benefits, will lose much

or all of that.



Hore 'crimes' are commitied for survival and in harder fights against the
system in times of economic and political crisis. 'Crime" that catch-all term rulers
use to disguise the real social causes and responsibility for violence and anti-
social acts, is bound to increase as the system decays and its upholders become
more dishonest and vicious. And our response, of course, must be in the direction
of -more united political struggle and mutual aid to each other to survive, and to
defend our communities and our fighters.

As people expand their struggles, we face some dangers. One is an increased
attack from the defenders of the dying old system. Ue analyze their most recent
strategies in the next section. A second danger is that of new attempts at economic
and military aggression and expansion--new wars. So long as imperialism exists, this
will carry the danger of confrontations between the great rowers--which are also
nuclear powers. Cne danger zone now is the effort of the US to dominate the oil
reserves and strategic positions of the Middle East. Israel, which may already
have atomic weapons at its command, hopes to continue as the major instrument
of the US in controlling this crossroads of the world.

The crisis that the US sought to forestall by expanding throughout SE Asia
via war in Vietnam, coming home multiplied a thousand-fold. As Malcolm X had it,
the chickens are coming home to roost. War in the Middle East or {(elsewhere)
could mean world war, nuclear war; a war from which no country on earth, including
the US would escape being a target. We must unite to make such wars impossible.

In the vresent conditions of spreading chaos and massive crisis, the system
gweeks its insurance in the form of a strategy for domestic controls of the entire
population, this equals domestic countér-insurgency; the subject of the next
section, : =13 )

SECTION VI

Right now, large numbers of federal policy planners spend most of their time
tooling up new fascist trends in state control. #Many of these planners got their
start as junior brain-trusters devising secret strategies for the allies during
World TWar 2, and in the cold war period that followed. Some of these were initially
trained in intelligence work; others were recruited to intelligence for the shock
troops of the New Deal. A host of bureaucrats had descended on Washington with the
election of FDR, and remained there in the galloping inflation of government agen-
cies set off by the demands of World War 2, and the world thrust of US power
afterwards.

The 0SS (an early spying outfit)was populated with such people and it was led
by General "Wild Bill" Donovan, who went up and down the country preaching the
doctrine of active anti-communism and demanding that the CIA be made the first line
of defense in the Cold War. Allen Dulles,Richard Helms, Vannevar Bush, James B.
Conant, Nelson Rockefeller, and others were more sophisticated than the traditional
Amerikan right; they were consciously internationalist and imperialist in their
foreign affairs philosophy. For the most part they believed that keeping up a
democratic cover was essential to continued success of a hidden but aggressively
waged interventionist cold-war strategy.

The Dulles-Jackson-Correa report, prepared in 1948,in the expectation that
Dewey would win the presidential elections, has probably had a greater impact than
any chér document study of the federal intelligence function. Described as the
"Cia's Hein-Kampf, this document prescribes how the CIA could be built up from a
low-key intelligence coordination center to a major power center in the US govern-
ment. In the process, Allen Dulles foresaw, that he would become the closest
advisor to the President. The report urges the necessity of a vast secret intel-
ligence organization. It calls for a top secret intelligence operations center dir-
ectly out of the Whitehouse, and for a hidden infrastructure throughout departments
and other agehciés of government., It was an effort to outdo all world records in
cloak and dagger spying and subversion.

Such 0SS trained (later CIh) federal functionaries served together with their
military and multi-national corporate sponsors to dictate US foreign policy through-
out the cold war. The military and CIA used the rzfugee and dispiaced persons pro-
grams of WW2 to organize Phoenix type programs of mass murder as the Cold War
dragged .on. Ultimately, Vietnam challenged and defeated these most rapacious and
ambitious schemes of the US- ., ‘there is world-wide capitalist crisis
and chaos brought on by the inability of the great empires to expand fgrther,(or
even to hang on to old conquests.) So these federal policy planners have to try
to bring their kind of war home again to meet the crises here; naturally, they
apply the same methods of coercion and control that they felt so free to 'use in
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SE Asia. They want to dope 'and control us too, tc prevent what they see as the
reatest danger to themselves and thelr bosses:.unity of action of people hére
with all the other enemicsz of US imperialism which it has so expertly and effic-
iently made for itself in the rest of the world. '

This internal strategy is an ambitious.and well co-ordinated one. Federally-
financed and sponsored study groups, like the National Advisory Coun01l on Civil
Dlsorders,and the Natlonal Adv1sor" Commission oén Criminal Justice. Standards ‘and
Goala. work on plané-aﬁu cnanaes at avery conceivable institutional level. These
changes are intended to secem 'humanitarian' or 'reform-minded' when looked at in
isolation, but; when one examines these schemes carefully, they reveal their hidden
but true purposes: for :total government contrel of people. The cutting edges of
the entire governmental repressive system are the police, the courts, and the cor-
rectional institutions. The state determines which 'laws' it will pass, and
enforce, and looks teo all these administrative arms for the day-to-day handling
of the repressive machinery. Now the think-tanks are busy trying to put together
a strategy to ride out the heaviest storms ever to face the system.

Much of the work done to re- form(for again, or form over) the dolice, courts

ndrlnlstratlon), whlch de51gns new proqrams and develops new ph;losgphles througn
out"tde whole range of "criminal jastlce practices. LEAA has been a leader in the
emerging federally directed criticisms of the entrenched(but also embattled), and
parochial state systems of corrections, courts, and police. The LEAA gets up.
councils of revision to determine how the law and law enforcement should be changed
to make it mere efficient and to prop up shaky parts of the state. It has also
operateéd as an ultra efficient goon squad in the more recent attacks by the state
against radical political groupings, largely replacing the outmoded and offen in-
effective FBI in that capacity.

LEAA was established under legislation in Title I on the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, It had been in the planning stages for two or three
years by then. Doing the planning were men like James Vorenberg, an ex- -Harvard
professor who had had extensive counter-insurgency tralnlng with the CIA; and
"Arthur Brandstatter, a community relations specialist who worked for eight years
(1954-1962) with the Ngo Diem regime in South Vietnam for the CIA. The main con-
cern of these men was the control of 'civil disorder', whether ghetto riot, orxr
hilitant anti-war demonstrations,

Wnite supremacy, male supremacy, and anti-communist philosophy has always
dominated the CIA.and indeed the entire foreign policy apparatus, state and
private. This follows from the entire history and structure of the US empire,
continental and worldwide. The recent interventions in Indochina, Latin America, &
Africa are but the newest and most extreme and disasterous examples. The earlier
cold war controls proved ineffective in the middle 1960's to deal with the new
and massive Black Power and anti-war struggles. There had to be a new plan to
condition,imperialize, and contrel the progressive forces inside the cauntry. One
major effort during this period was the importation of an anti—revolutionary
Cuban community in Miami Plexida,.as a base for covert operations at home and
abroad by the CIA. The US empire was already. entering into decline and now Vietnam
has exposed this to the world. No longer can the plunder of Third ¥World resources,
and labor be relied upon as a sure thing. No longer can the US so easily skim
from the rest of the world and use the cream to buy off corrupt labor union-
bureaucracies and crime syndicates.

The open and aggressive use of violence and bribery, perfected by slavery
and genocide in Horth America and exported to the Third YWorld, has always been
basic to capitalist rule. Politically, this has now become less 'saleable' in
the US too, where strong democratic and even some ravolutionary minded resistance
movements have develgped. Waves of criticism and protest would erupt if these hard-
eyed cold warriors of the CIA were to admit that they had been studying to adapt
Gestapo techniques of psychological and terrorist contreol as models for the cre-
ation of a similar national police force for the US. So a cover story was devised
and a many pronged attack was launched. (This also includes 'learning from the
enemy":which means studying qguerillas for military counter—measures,and'liberated
and socialist countries like Cuba and China for sccial technigues te that imper-
ialists can try to sneak around with imitations of friends of the people.)

The preferred cover story-is that there is a 'crime wave' which has to be
stopped or the whole sgoclial fabric would be weakene@. Their slogan for this offen-
sive was : LAW AWD ORDER. The media has barraged us with crime statistics, and
Law n Order became a codeword for racism. Victimless crime, and social and
political protest have been singled out as prlmary tergets because their attack
upon these 'criminal activities' ,which threaten state rule, can be concentrated
in working class and Third World communities. White collar crime, political

corruption, and organized crime do not threaten the capitalist system, and thus do
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not become real targets; in fact, these social groups often are useful to LEAA as
allies {(or sometimes as £fe targets like the 'Mafia' and 'Cosa WNostra' scares),
in the real struggle agairsi fhe progressive and revolutionary forces in the US.
All this to help contain the overall population.

To establish a national police force capable of controlling dissenting and
economically exploited pecple, requires a new definition of federalism. There are
traditional constitutional and legal limits on federal poclice powers. LEAA moved
iq te criticize local and state level police departments as hopelessly out of date,
reactionary, and corrupt. They kept on reminding the local officers that they
could not hope to deal on their own resources with the kind of insurgency that
would inevitably arise in their own communitites as the world situation got worse
and depression became a recognized fact etc.LEAA and other federal advocates of
this police state strategy undercut the areas where they expected the most bur-
eaucratic resistance. Undexr the banner of professionalization and liberalism,and
community relations (read networks of population control and counter-insurgency) ,
the LEAA has started to change the character of most of the major city police
forces through the influx of over 2 billion dollars of federal money. Much of this
money was at first spent for riot control weapons, criminal history search and
retrieval systems {computers), SWAT type training programs, community relations
divisieons and on whole networks of informers and provocateurs in ghetto and
countercul ture communities.

LEAA wants this national police force to be ready to meet any insurrectionary
challenges on the double, (be they political, economic, or cultural), and with
ruthless efficiency. They want system of agents provocateurs and informers to
monitor all political groupings that might threaten ruling class interest. This
has already been done several times during the last decade. They have organized
networkds of informers, and nark agents and dealers within Third World and white
drug culture, on the theory that drugged, debilitated youth, especially ghetto
youth, will be less able to organize political and social resistance no matter how
bad conditions of life become. They also use the drug scene as an excuse for police
terror and to justify racist attacks and busts, removing the militants and polit-
icals from the communities to the confines of prison. Finally, ir the typical
ruling-class style of the slavemaster, they will try to employ people from nat-
ional and racial groups as front line agents of their domestic control and counter-
insurgency. Community relations units of the police are turned inte teams of com-
munity repression. Welfare dependecy and probation board dependency are the carrot
and stick in this act.

In its Correctionsvolume, (Report on Corrections of the National Advisory Co-
mmission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals, produced for LEAA with its
funds) LEAA boldly states that prison administration for the last 104 years is
nothing but a failure. This report criticizes the existing prison system for not
being able to carry out their own stated goals. (p.1}.The LEAA pitch is that the
present ineffective 'corrections' apparatus is a product of an outmcded and narrow
point of view that is blind to modern social and political reality and the dangers
thereof. LEAA holds that more scientific, streamlined, and modern methods and a
real sense of urgency are needed. They state that these old style pen-:al insti-
tutions do not rehabilitate anybody, but instead create a lot more crime than they
prevent. (p.2). Under the guise of reforming the prison, new tortures {which do
not replace the old ones, but are only added on) are introduced as thergg}eg,
social scientists and behaviourist medical technicians try whapever'they think
might work to modify the behaviour of those they term Tcriminal deviants'. Shock
and drug treatments. are given under the same label of therapy, vet a close exam-
ination of the reasons offered and the selection of victims reveals: lst, that
nobody can say what is the 'cure' for any particular type of crime and, 2nd,that
the main concern is the control of potentially vieclent socio-paths, most of whom
were so classified simply because they were politically motivated or because they
would not submit passively to the brutality of the guards and the state system.

LEAA piously states tha t perhaps 80% of all prisoners should be released
or returned to their communities and the jails maintained for only the remainder,
the 'hardcore’ about whom these same vague 'experts'’ would make the controlling
decisions. The planned community releage programs are designed primarily to give
the ambitious federal planners more plausible methods of extending their control
systems into previously hard to reach areas. 1f they can integrate aS”thBY‘Plén_
the entire network of parole and probationary facilities, work release supervision,
half-way~houses and mini-jails plus local police and liberal community cooperation
pius massive federal financing of projects and local organizers and leaders, they
will have the tightest control over local communities ever ach%gved in the US; or
perhaps anywhere. LEAA 1S HOT THINKING of staffing these facilities with 'well
intentioned' social workers whose purpose is to help offendexrs re—-integrate into
the normal community. Communities are already changing before our eyes with the
economic crisis, redevelopment,etc,things could get out of control. ILEAA is -
interested in direct and effective mechanisms for police and court agents to



control all our peoples. Couferences like the rash of "changing the jails" gather-
.ings like a recent one at U5, are bait to bring in unsuspecting community and

liberal g;gEEs"iﬁﬁafgdfﬁig;;iﬁf T with those who intend to beccome their complete

masters. Communities are tc e split further along class and race l%nes. ?hé”?ext'
step is already starting: turning the local groups into something like a ?unkle,
funning after the promised federal money. These grants will go on for ? time,
they can be cut back or ended at any time that suits the pleasure of the federal

authorities.

There are divisions and competing strategies among various factions of the cap-
italist class;these are reflected in competing factions among the police, court,
and correctional establishments roughly expressing the class groups whose inFerests
they protect. This makes for difficulties in the overall LEAA strategy. The internal
wars can be vicious. The CIA schemes against the FBI as in WVatergate, and federal
grug sncops (IRS) berate the locals, and new prison administrators scorn the old
entrenched hard liners. All sides rush to gain the advantage and for a moment a la
bentagon Papers and Watergate the secrecy cover gives a little and people can see
how they have been deceived and gulled. And in truth, this ‘countar—insurg?ncy
activity is so monstrous and profoundly undemocratic that it can only operate in
dense secrecy.

At this bbint it is necessary to stop and take a closer look at the special
role of the courts. The state in_ general is the instrument of power of the dom-
inant class in society. The laws an courts are most necessary pillars of that
state power. The special labor of the courts is to make that power and will of
the dominant class appear as something else, as the mythical will of the whole
people, or sometimes even as tiig Will ©F God via the ten commandments and the
Holy Bible.

Mainly this magic is accomplished by treating the important but subordinate
functions of the state as if they were the whole and only purpose of the legal
system. Among these functions of the state are the peacable settlement of disputes
among the people and the orxrderly (more or less) regulation of disputes and con-
flicts among the various power interests, governmental, financial, military,rel-
igious,moral educational and propaganidistic etc.

The civil courts act as agents of repression when they are enforcing pre-exist-
ing class inegualities. When the courtroom adversaries are egual {(poor v.poor,
men v.men,etc. or IBM v, Sperry Rand), the civil law can indulge the luxury of fair
procedures and technigues for resolution. The propaganda mechanisms of the state
are then used to attempt to convince people that the fairness of administration
applies to all the legal process, but this of course, is a transparent falsehood.

Here in the U5, the final word belongs to the US Supreme Court which orbkits
high akove the conflicting motivations of ordinarv people and it hands down im-
partial decisions of infinite wisdom and constitutional profundity. All this seems
as far from any taint of class bias as the earth is from heaven.

But somehow, all this impartial judicial power does not enforce the outlawing
of white supremacy, or male supremacy, or strike-breaking, or profiteering, or even
a totally unconstitutional, murdercus and disasterous way in Vietnam. All this
should not reallysurprise us that much for our court system is not rooted in any
democratic revolution or—tradition, but rather in the institutions of monarchy
and high church-authority. In particular, our higher courts stem from institu-
tions like the king's privy council of England, (the Star Chamber) and the high
ecclesistical courts (the high commision in England and the Holy Inguisition in
Europe-— it is from the inguisition that we get compulsory testimony and the fact
1f not the law of compulsory ocaths=To tell the Truth, the whole Truth etc.)

Even the so-called adversary procedure, the much boasted revelation of truth
by the clash of prosecutor and defense attorneys is = of the same aristocratic
line, it is no more than a medern version of the trial of guilt or innocence by
battle of armoured knights in feudal Eurcpe. BAnd the outcome is just as dubious
in point of fact or justice. The proceeding gurantee only one ultimate winner--
the system and the class in power. An ordinary poox or Third World perseon will
sooner win a fortune in Las Vegas than get justice if hailed into one of our
courts.

It is true that the struggles of heretics and witches and martys and cther
resisters and several revelutions forced some changes and reforms, the Bills of
Rights in the US and Frarce, some of the more horrible kinds of punishments were
dropped etc, but the essence remains. The courts still represent the rich and pow-
exful, the people have to fight to survive, and rights are worth just what people
are strong enough to insist on. i
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: je ala unction of the most honorable judges is to act out the various

klpds of roles in the law and enforcement drama always as e -kind of superior
being. Sometimes it's agcnized weighing between a display g%msyénathy forthe
éccuged énd duty to society;othertimes it's indignation ;nd God's wrath, stern
justice in the name of society and the people against the scum who dare’to violate
tﬁe law.Still again, it's wise and fatherlv guidance for the benefit of both
sides who are bumbling along in a state of incompetence and ignorance; or it's
sleepy boredom with the limitless depravity and monotonous samensss o% human
weakness; sometimes, by wav of axcepticn, tc prove that justice still lives, it's
to the rescue of some otherwise helpless wvictim. '

It all adds up in the end to judicial sensitivity and action to serve the
sFatg and mere words and tokens, or vague and futile half=measures for lowly
victims of the system. But always with perfect assurance that once more justice
has indeed prevailed according to the law.

LEAA adapts to this pattern by making the courts the pivot of its show
of really, now, and at last seriously, pitching in to refoxm the prisons and the
whole law enforcement mess.

LEAA praises the 'initiative' of the courts. Llsewhere it takes care to
note that the courts intervened to reguire some changes in prison violations
only because these same courts were pushed by the Black Power and anti-war
and cultural movements of the mid-60's; still elsewhere, it states that bad
prison conditions exist because the people are apathetic; in still another case
it is said that prison walls are used to keep the public out as much as the pris-—
oners in; all these things are mentioned in the report on Corrections referred
to akove. {p.18, p. 600).

LEAA warns prison administrators to cooperate with courts and even to adopt
‘reforms' in advance to avoid unnecessary conflicts. It also is careful
te peint out that reforms don't hnave to go beyond a certain point,just enough
for appearances--They are out to strengthen the real mission of 'corrections',
and properly see that as identical with the recal mission of the courts, although
the roles are not the same.

The central strategy at this point is to separate the submissive from those
held to be incorrigible; involving community people with the submissive and
vent 1ag the wrath and vengance of the state on the Black and Brown andRed
sub-human animals who are the real cause of all the problems in their Law and
Order rantings.

That this is not at all invention is proved by the circus spectaculars
staged in court in the last 6 years. From Bobby Seale in Chicage, one Black man
chained among 7 whites not chained; Ruchell Magee, again chained, a Black man
defying the entire judicial system as a slave in revolt; now the Foster trial,
the 'Zebra trial, and the San Quentin 6 trials all at one time with 5 of the
last six all chained to their chairs and to the floor, without the slightest
justification, while whites with equally or even more seriocus charges are not
so treated.

Examples of the hypocrisy of the pretended impartiality of the courts
and the judicial system are many: political prosecutions are directed from the
Justice Department and are aimed at eliminating any effective opposition forces.
Grand juries are turned into weapons of repression, fear, and intelligence gath-
ering and for punishment of peorle who refuse to inform. Laws are made  like the
Rap Brown law to make travel a crime, and the ilo knock law to allow cops to break
into your house without warning.

Pecple get charged with'crimes'that were created by officials and police
in the first place. Trial jury as well as grand jury panels are rigged and sel-
ective; there are moves to allow criminal convictions with less than unanimous
votes and with fewer than 12 jurors. Hundreds of thousands of ordinary people
and political activists have been illegally wire-tapped, but only when the targets
are famous establishment figures are +he tappers prosecuted.

The National Advisory committee of LEAA ment ioned before, is trying to
coordinate and team up all branches of law enforcement with one unified strategy.
Besides the Corrections report they publish reports on the courts and the
police. The whole purpose is to_change the face of ‘criminal justice’ by
‘humanizing' it and giving it a seemingly positive community presence and function

and at the same time to justify more and heavier arms and training for police--
in short for a full blown police state.

To this end, LEBA is also hooking up with the International Assoclation of
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Police Chiefs, the NMational Advisory Councils, the Bmerican Correctional Associ-
ation, the National Council on Crime and Delinguency, the Office of Policy
Coordination and the Officz =f Public Safety as well as the Office of Emergency
Preparedness and other overtly militaxry and =~ + CIA think tanks: All the direct-
ors and shock troops of US counter insurgency. The one fatal flaw in the scheme
is that it doesn't and can’t give the people the one thing they really need:
power to deal with their own problems.

Still the whole gang is working from historical examples. Hitler and the
fascists did pull such a thing off for a time. And the US has no small amount of
the racism, chauvinism, and sexism that builds such a system. And a deal of
the Cynicism and defeatism....

In the 1930's, the German ruling class used the resentment of defeat in
World War I and the Versailles Treaty to build German racism and anti-semitism &
anti-communism into a national frenzy in which people were stripped of identity
as humans, of property, of life and of the use of their own labor power because
of their religion, their race, their politics. To complete the victory over the
scapegoat jews and the once strong Communists and labor movement, a strong org-
anization was called for. The ilazi's met this need by proemoting the ruthless and
efficient S5 to replace the vigilantism of the SA ‘brown shirts).

Even more elite was the Gestapo, heavily indoctrinated, heavily privileged
national secret security police of the Third Reich. 0SS officers of the US
closely examined these German officers during the first period of US occupation
of West Germany. Some of these Germans were recruited to come to the US and push
fascist philosephv here {Gehlen). Their 0SS sponsors often re-appear later as
staffers of CIA and LEAA. And already in various positions and levels of power
are may others of like mind and purpose: the Agnews, the Wallaces, and other un-
fulfilled Nixon types. And the targets are all s=lected, the Blacks,Browns, Reds,
and even some 'Jewish communists.!

There are plenty of US fascists outside government; the most dangerous and
Qggggﬁgad_Shes are already inside it, in leading positions. Many were there in
the cold war 1950's making profits from war research and anti-Soviet missile
[ systems and the atcmic bomb scare. They set up the first large scale heroin runs
from Indochina withthe help of Marshall Xy, (McCov,Politics of Herein in SE Asia). |

Common training facilities and instructional methods are shared by the CIA
and LEAR at Fort Gordon; Georgia. Systems established by the CIA are computerizing
the 'criminal' histories of every person in the US- to be instantly available
to the whole nation wide police grid.

The whole natiocnal internal and external security mob have a vested interest
in expanding the federal control bureaucracy. Their cynical self-interest fits
exactly the requirements of the multi—natioﬁal corporations— who sponsored LERA
etc. , in the first place. But the conspiratorial side, while important, is not
the real point. What is impcrtant i's that all this is being institutionalized,
built into the system structurally. There 1s some little strain but no real
incompatibility, in the end it fits. '

This system puts a lot of energy into disguising problems so as to hide
its true nature and its weakness. At the same time that it tries to keep up its
false democratic fropt, it also wants to maintain and strengthen its monopoly
of po%iﬁ@_gggannﬂdpqye;._That 1s what domestic counte;QinSu;genEQ is about.

"This repocrt presents a strategy to change the face of corrections."
(our emphasis. ed.) LEAA......CORRECTIONS p».595

SECTIOW VIIL

On the home front, we've shown that the state, through the LEAAR, is trying
to come to terms with the fact tihat the accelerating economic and political
crisis is throwing more people into conflict with the government and its 'criminal
justice system', than the courts or prisons will ever be able to deal with'demo-
cratically', 'constitutionally’', and without further severe changes in these
institutions. He've focused on the 'criminal justice system',because it is the
means by which the overall state superstructure works to control,suppress, and
channel poor, working class, and 3rd World peoples on a day to day basis in this
country. The ruling class needs to impose its will by every means on all fronts/!



economic, cuitural, legal, and punitive. fiz i

There is more than a whiff of fascism in the US today. Operation Gemstone
(the 9verreaching domestic counter-insurgency plan that Nixon and the Watergate
conspirators tried to coverup), the LEAR plans, CIA disclosures of domestic oper-
at%ons, are burning examples. This is not a new development. ﬁiétorically, in every
crisis this activity has increased in an vpward spiral towards greater and greater
state control. Nixon's resignation has not fundamentally changed anything, in fact,
we've shown that the ruling class felt compelled by Wixon's cutmoded tactics to
remove him from office before he did even greater damage to their credibility.
They reguired a more sophisitcated application of the "Pacification of America."

Fascism has traditionally been defined as what happened to majority white
populations. Engiland was considered most demccratic; yet as the hcme base of the
British Empire, it clearly carried out fascism throucgh the slaughter and economic
and social control of millions of people in its colonies. During World War2, it
was the ethnic minority (the jews) ,the Soviet Union, and revolutionary movements
of communist workers in Europe, that the 3rd Reich sought to remove from its path
on its way to revive Germany as a world empire. It was for this purpose that the
gestapo, kangaroo courts, and prison camps were created. The majority population
of Wazi Germany went along with the state up to the bitter end. Hany of the strat-
egies and tactics of fascism did not originate in Germany. TheBritish Empire and
the historical continental & world expansion of the US, set forth many of the

| strategies and tactics that were called in our time: Hazi fascism. We are referring
here to the slave trade, lynching, importation and exploitation of immigrant labor,

. company towns, the Indian and Mexican Wars of conquest, and the annexaticn of

' territory.

Tn the second half of this century the majority white populations could not
have been controlled by state force and violence alone. State force had to be re-
inforced and facilitated by social deceit; corrupt unions, ecqnoﬁic bfivilege, J
and especially the whole institutionalization of RACISM, SEXISM, AND WATIOUAL
CHAUVINISH. The Third World and poor peoples have always been subkject to polibe
terrcr, racist and class court systems, and brutal prisons. In order ior the state
to pose as demccratic while actually selgcinely applying heavier fascist type
repression, significant sections of the majority population must see these measures
1% as in their interest, or at least, as not threatening to them. It is in the
Yy interest of respectable white people to go alorng with police state measures,

because, the state says, Niggers, spics, slopes, freaks, bums, social scum, crude
blue ccllar workers, chicks at the bottom, want what the more economically priv-
ileged people have; and there is not enough to gec around.

These fascist tactics and strategies have always been in effect for the op-
pressed; this refites the contention that because these forms.of control don't come
down on the majority white population that they don't exist. The inherently
fascist state reserves its more democratic face, in part, for white people and
applies a more openly fascistic treatment for 3rd World people. This dual reality
is made possible by the instiutionalization of white supremacy. The growing economic

A crisis is seeing more and more of the working class, unemployed members of the
kﬁ | majority population under attack. Those parts of the white working class who fight
leML/ back will then become .targets for heavier repression. The use of fascism
Qﬁ against oppressed people.at home and aproad, while maintaining the democratic
/ facade at home for the majority, has always been part of imperial strategy. It is
racist to deny that fascism has always been exported {(Vietnam,Brazil,Chile,etc)
by the system, or that it has not always existed for the oppressed at home. It is
dead ended and defeatist to believe that the people cannot unite and turn back
this attack against us all. The people of Indochina have won; showing that a
comparitively small and poorly armed weaker people can defeat a seemingly stronger
power.

As the reality and finality of this defeat is driven howe as it is now (May
1975}, the ruling class desperately attempts to find ways to hang on to something,
and, if any way possible to make good its losses elsewhere. But to move on to
the iiiddle East or other possibilities reguires dealing with the wounds and dangers
to the system that have grown out of the popular liberation and anti-war struggles;
and the ignominious defeat of the US.

Vietnam is a great victory for the peoples' of the world including the people
of the US when we are able to understand it. The ruling class starts out with
the lying proposition that their defeat was also a defeat For the US people. Then
they try to teach the people that the defeat in Indochina is incidental and not
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a central pivot of their wiiole developing crisis. The rulers say that the defeat
was a result of internal treachery in the US ({protestors, comunists, Congress that
finally curtailed war aims under public pressure) . With the undocumented accounts
of communist blonsd bath in Indochina and a complete denial of the genocide, ecocide,
and terror inrflicted on millions of people in South East Asia, the state is
trying to reinstate anti-communism and racism as a national phobia in the United
States. We should remember that more hombs were dropped by the US on Indochina than
in all theaters of World War 2 combined. The ruling class says that the issue
in Vietnam was communist aggression from the Worth against the democratic friends
of the US puppet state in Saigon. That claim is a false and lying cover for ag-
gressive and genocidal war; that is the reason the US was defeated. Tens of mil-
lions of people understood that the majority of Vietnamese united to. defeat US
conquest and throw the tiny clique of Thieu, Ky, LonNeol, Diem types out of their
country forever. That is why defeat of US ammed forces and policy was not a defeat
but a victory of all people-~-those of the US included.

The US is concerned with keeping up a front of democratic rights at home.
It puts over fascist strategies either in profound secret, or by trying to convince
the majority of people that these changes are in their interest. It smuggles fascism
in under the guise of streamlining, preserving, updating 'democratic rights.' It
sneaks fascism in via 'administrative means and directives' and through its courts.
It is now adding a heavy attack upon the slackers and 'traitors' to the war in
Vietnam- and Governor Wallace now says we fought on the wronco side in VWorld War 2.
Instiutionalized White supremacy, Sexism, and WNational Chauvinism {(patriotism -the
Bmerica firsters) desperately wants to bring the majority white population back in
line with the ruling class.

The fact that possibly a majority of white people in the US feel in some
sense defeated or humiliated by the defeat of the US government interventicn in
Vietnam 1s something that the system is going all out to use to create a new
patriotic, chauvinist "Hational Unity". This effort has to be defeated by all means.

Ve are convinced that such a catastrophic leap backwards can be prevented.

llays we see as important in moving to deal with these pressing issues are discussed
in our final section.

POEMS BY PRISOUERS

The body is in prison, People who come out of prison can

The mind escapes outside: build up the cocuntry.

To bring about great things Misfortune is a test of people's

The mind must be large and well-tempered. Fidelity.

——————— by,Ho Chi Minh Those who protest at injustice

are peownle of truc merit.

Struggle to be Frec hen the prison doors are cpened,

Struggie to be frec : the recal dragon will fly out.

Ship me from home LRk Ty S —~=-=-~by,Ho Chi Minh

Promisced me riches

Put me in chains
Struggling to be free
Call me Pete,dJohn & Joc

Couldn't say my name . Work. Stoppage

Struggling to be free

So0ld me, Stole from me Work stoppage has come to Torre
Struggling to bes frcc flaute,Boldly disnlaying its human
Took my respect courage,Prisoncrs united, as birds
Sent me to tnc back door : in flight

Calling me hay/girl . Standing with heads high amidst
Split my fomily firey winds. Bolicving(with our
Sold my chiiiidren,S5till calling me lives)for what we feel
hay/girl.Strugcle to be free Plying cagles soaring above death
Put mc in a rundown,broken down shack traps, ¥nowing that fear only
Expecting me to call thils oz wrolongs nrogress. Slack,Spanish
Struggle to be fruc and white have gather to strike
Looking for a y=s Mastur,no daster inthered to stitch one seam for all
When he know's and I know therc's scasons-—

but one Mastoer...Y¥Yet I struggle to be To reclaim the fruits shaken from
freo our treces

—====0nz of the Dodford 28 Conlition ~———w——cllonard, Illinois

Bedford Hills, N.Y.
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In our paper we have tried to be clear akout the real class
nature of the state and its legal anrd enforcement machinery. We have
described and analyzed the purposes and uses of police guns and
weaponry, of prison keepers and guard towers; we have drawn atten-
tion to the contrast between this naked force and violence and the
fake impaptlality of the law, between the sanctimonious ceremonials
of the courts and the walls of prisons which keep its victims in
and the people out. Ye have shown how these things mask and hide
the fact that the state wars upon the people it Prafends- f0o repré—
sent. We have described the strategems{common to all reactionaries
and fascists and establishment liberals too) of institutionalizing
things like race and nationality, color, sex, privilege, religion,
class and: that this is dona in arder to enlist or draft one part
of the people tn help the authorities against the others.

Ve have shown that the 'legalized' and somewhat more concealed
class and race war at home is just as fundamental! to a capitalist
empire as are its aggressions and genocide and looting in the world
at large. ,

What we need to do now is to make sure that our movement and
peoples strategy is built on these realities and takes into account
all the consequences. The place to start is with the overall sit-
uation described in our introduction. The US is necessarily part of
the whole set of crises in the world: crises that show signs of end-
ing the age of world empire not too much further down the vroad..

What this means for our strategy is that the gystem-and its
state is ot rteally strbfgr-=it is weak. Overall, that isj here
and now it can still do a lot of damage. Dut the system 1s weak,
and what is more, it showing that it has no real answers for the
desperate and ferocious mess that it has landed us in.

This means that if we are clear and open about the fact that
we can't patch up the system; we can't make the state or its legal
nuts and bolts and grind-stones wOFK TGF uUs, that will be real and
it will be honest. What is more, it won't Ge narrow or sectarian-
facts never are, once they are understood. How is the best time
ever for us to improve our understanding--all of us, tens of mil-
lions of us are now being forced by events to question whole gen-~
erations of US-KKK type brainw .ashing. It's the same with inter-
nationalism--people in the world on the anti-imperialist track
number in billions. We welcome and support third world struggles
abroad and at home as our own, this does not weaken or isolate us,
it makes us stronger. Victory will be sooner, easier, less costly,
Working class and peoples anti-imperialist revolution and social
transformation,as a result, is the most growing thing in the world.
This also means that Third World and white revolutionaries in the
US are also a necessary part of the strength of any fundamental
struggle for changes in this country as well as in every smaller
action aimed at survival and preparation.

In this process it is important that revolutionaries co not
see themselves as the whole movement; nor should they adopt the
practice of trying to take command by maneuvers or cutting up 'com-
petitors’ which follows from such concepts. Ye who are writing this
feel that those who wish to play a revolutionary part must at the
same time be totally bound-up with the struggles of our class and
all oppressed and liberated peoples.

People who do not now hold revolutionary views about the neces-
ittty of replacing the &ld system with 4 new one( Fnd -in our-counkry
this still means most people}still have to fight to survive;most
hate the evil things that capitalism does to them and to others.
Our basis of unity with all of this majority is that we too want
to survive and to surwvive we must resist together, collectively;
te must help eachother. The best way to conduct that struggle is
by knowing the nature of the enemy and each of his moves and strat-
egems. To know the best way to win; that understanding comes by
combining the wisdom of the people living the day to day struggle
to survive with the accumulated experience 2f revolutions in all
countries.




0f all the things that revolutionaries must eventually con-
tribute to this process, perhaps the most important right now in
the US is our feeling of strength and our sense of being part of
a culminating world-wide peoples victory after so many long cen-
turies of class rule-rooted in exploitation and various kinds of
slavery.

So long as these things hold true, there are certain conclu-
sions for our strategy and practice:From the knowledge that the
system may appear strong but is really weak and failing and that
we the people may be weal: and divided in many ways, but are really
strong and growing more so, we can define our ferengilhs. People
can survive ups and downs, people will renew the fight again and
again because they must and because we have always before us the
example of others who have won and are winning. The world does
change, it changes daily and houriy. Gaps in our ranks will be
filled, we will help prepare our own successors. Those who have
fallen are not defeated- they show us how to fight and how not
to fight. .

Besides confidence in ourselves and our people and in victory
'we have some particular things to keep in mind:

The enemy is always involving us in his networks of laws, po-
lice, courts, prisons because this is his machinery of control and
power; it is his battleground where we are always at a disadvantage.
| f we do get draggefinto these traps we can only try to turn thig
bad thing into a good thing by the way we conduct our resistance
and turn it into an offensive.

This means that we do not try to make the legal system work }
for us, it won't do that. We try to stop it from working against |
us, by any means available or necessary. Something of this spirit |
is contained in the "Turning the Regs Around' concept and practice
of the resistance within the armed forces to the special oppression
of military laws and orders of the brass hats.

This is the difference between the usual liberal view of legal
battles and a class view; between that of the usual legal expert
and a fighter for the people(who may sometimes be a lawyer, but
that is a class description not an occupational one).

It is right to use legal points that may prove helpful and to
employ legal advice when you need it. It is right to use whatever
is in the constitution or other laws that people have put there
by fighting for them at one time or another in the past. It is
self-defeatinmg to just put down those thihgs amd ‘Tefiuse Lo use them,
because the lecal system uses them hypocritically only as cover.
"Legal 'rights' should be used like the prison movement and jail- \
house lawyers use them, for whatever they may be worth toward free- |
dom, but always to show how the enemy is so depraved that he re-
fuses to honor his own boasted laws and standards.

The sum of it is that any legal battle worth doing has to be
seen at one level or another as part of the class war--the peop!l e
vs the system and the people have to control the issues and the
Strateqy themselves utilizing law and expert assistance as needed.

We need to use esvery opportunity to expose and act against the
class and frame-up 'railroad' nature that is built into the laws
and courts. Ye use our rights bestwhen we prove (and convince)
people that the courts and the police really hateevery- concession
that the people have forced into the laws, and we constantly show
how the police and courts and prosecutors violate all of their own
taws that might still give us some space to resist. And we have to
show that this is not the Dcaduotﬁoi_amihqggjng_iuggg‘(although
there are many of these),nor of a nasty cop or a killer employed as
a prison guard(there are also plenty of these); these things _follow
from the very nature and function of the bourgeois legal process..

The aim then, is to dISIntegrate clog up,frustrate, the
attempts of the legal system to control and use and punish us. And
we also want to spend more of our time, energy, and resources in
our communities and streets than in courts and jails. This points up
another strategic priority: to keep the enemy law enforcers out
of our lives and communities and organiz3tions as much as possible.
This means to continue and expand the healthy class struggle and
peoples tradition of keeping uniformed police and hidden informers
and provocateurs Q0UT. {And now we have to also.include all the
LEAA troops and snoops and their money bait too.)

The other side of keeping the man's law out, is to avoid as
mucih as possible entanglements that aren't necessary to our own




5
struggles or self defanse, Differences between people need to be
cooled out and settled among and by people themselves as much as
possible. To do these things means to begin to organize a kind of
elementary dual power-community power,worker power, our power, and
cut down the reach of the law. This is the only possible real
answer to the ‘law and order' propaganda of the government. The
‘crime in the streets' problem, such as it is, is one of the ad-
vanced decay of the existing social order, showing up on the streets.
Until society is re-organized along human Jlines,only the conscious-
ness and self- organ|zatlon of people can help some. From the legal
system we don't get protection, we need to protect ourselves from
that system.

There is a lot of educating and self-education and organizing
to do to unite around this kind of people power. Educating having
to do with fighting racism,sexism,age-ism,elitism. Mot by wiping
out who We are or just using words like equality, but by respecting
each other and really working out how to'help'each other and the
priorities and needs of the different ways in which we move against
the common enemy. The old unlty s logan stlll holds good:'An injury
to one is an injury to all. 1%he

We need to improve a lot in how we understand and support the
sisters and brothers in prison who have been chosen by the system
to pay the price of being bad examples, to show the rest of us how
to behave or else. The prisoners movement is one of the very most
important proofs that the system is cracking up. - The people who
used to feel guilty about being victims, and no-good for being con-
victed and thrown away into jail, have stood up. They not only
declare themselves as human beings, part of their communities, their
cliass and their people, they have also produced ideas and leaders
for the entire country--Malcolm X, George Jackson, Assata Shakur,
Lelita Lebron,Jo-Ann Little, Inez Garcia,Rap Brown,Sam HMelviile,
Marilyn Buck,Rucheile Magee, Martin Sostre,Ahmad Evans, Geronimo,
Herman Bell, -, Oscar Collazo,Gabriel and Francisco Torres,all the
Attica Brothers, the Soledad Brothers, and the San Quentin Six,

Qur response to the prisoners struggle is highly strategic,
not only becausetheir struggles and their victory over their own
suffering and the degrading conditions of their daily lives, but
also because their fate is now linked up tight with the rest of us.

The prisoners who resist and hit back, especially the Black
and Brown-have been chosen as the special targets of thenew mass
circus trials that are meant to call forth a national 'white back
lash' against those now being paraded as ferociaus and less than
human wild animals, as the real enemies of the free, respectable,
and white part of the citizenry.

Attica, San Quentin 6,Zebra, SLA, these are the names of some

of the 'small' US versions of the Reichstag fire being lit in
Amerika. To prepare the way for bigger and more organized police
and civiian SWAT teams and lynch mobs that will seal the 'soft'

police control! being pushed by LEAA. Most of these were chosen

for resisting brutal! attacks, some for hitting back at the system,
the particulars are not as important as the pattern. What is being
set up is an excuse for organizing domestic counter'lnsurgqncy to
perfect the war on prisoners and captives that is over 300 vears

old in this country, and to apply it to the whole population;but

selecting first those unwilling to submit completely to siavery in
disguise. This is the point where 'an injury to one is an injury to
al 1% camedriin 1T weér are tosdefeal, the whoje, precess.

is - 0 piiis onde B8=an'  Insl tution, owsd abjeptive,. is td take them

. apart stone by stone and use pieces to build something of human val-
ue. Not prisons, for sure.
: One ltast shameful aspect of LEAA's strategies is that their
schemes for the communities appear in some ways to be partly copied
from Cuban and Chinese practice developed in their efforts to remove
the causes and effects of harmful and anti-social acts and attitudes
that still exist in these very new socialist societies. This is some~
thing like their effort to copy guerilla methods and tactics in the
Third World, from Koreans, Chinese,Cubans, and Yietnamesé, as done by
the Cl1A,Green Berets,etc. But that effort has been a failure. The US
can't imitate or defeat peoples war because imperialism is a monster
system. Gueriilas rely on the power of the people. The US cannot im-
itate peoples courts and criticism, self-criticism and re- moulding
and changlng human- beings to help each other more because the system
doesn t dare glve the people power. It only wants to use community
organlzatlons and leaders to work for it while it extends the power
reserved for itself further into our lives.AND THiS 1S THE FINAL REA-
SON T WILL FAIL AND PEOPLE WILL WIN.



