
\^ThtfollowingIstheproposedPreamblefortheCampaign,writtenbypeoplefrom
Chicago—perdecisionofOctoberImeeting.]

TheRoleofPrisonsintheUSSocietyPoliticalPrisonersandPrisons

asConcentrationCamps-ItCannotHappenHereorCanit?

Formostofthelasttwohundredyears,therehavebeenonlyahandfulofpoQtfcalprisonersinUS
prisons.Today,therearenearlytwohundred.Thisincreasetakesplaceinaparticularcontext
prisonsareincreasinglybeingusedastoolsofcounter-insurgencyandpopulationcontrolbyaUS
governmentthatfacesseriouseconomic,social,poeticalandmffitarycrises.

IWho'sinPrison?

AccordingtotheBureauofJustice,inAprlof1987thenumberofprisonersinthiscountryreached
546,659-overona-halfmillionpeop/einprison.Noothercountryintheworldhasthatmany
prisoners.Andthistrendisexpectedtocontinue.From1975to2000thetotalprisonpopulation

willquadruple,whBethenumberofBlackpfisonersisexpectedtoincreasetenfold,tfcurrenttrends

continue,overthenextdecadetheprisonp^pulatkxi,exduolngJailsandparole,wiBreacho^

million.TheUSisbecominganationofprisonhouses.

Aclosertookatthestatisticsshowsthatratesofimprisonmentbeganzoomingupwardsafterthe

socialupheavalsofthelate1960s.(In1969,120cttesburnedinblackrebellions.)In1925,when

theUSbegankeepingthesestatistics,theimprisonmentratewas79(per100,000).(Imprisonment

ratesaremeasuredasthenumberofkmatespey10A000pecptointhepopuiatioa)Therate

stayedmoreorlessconstantuntfl1972,whenftstartedtorisedramaticaly.Bymid-1986,more

thanahalf^nffltonpeoplewereinstateandfederalprisons.Thisnumbercorrespondstoan

imprisonmentrateof21&AftertheurbanrebeHons,theUSgovernmentpouredresourcesinto

militarymethodsofsocialcontrolFrom1971to1974,sconcingon"criminalJustice"bafloonedfrom

$10bSBonto$15bSBoaEighttimesmorewasspentonpoftcein1974thantenyearsearner.

ButthisoveraJimprisonmentobscuresanimportantdifference.In1963,theirnprisonrnentratewas

713forblackpeoplecomparedto114forwhitepeople.Thismeansthatablackpersonissix

timesmoreMytogotoprisonthanawhiteperson.WhftewhitepeopleintheUSgotoprisonat

aratesimfiartothatformostWesternEuropeans,theUSblackimprisonmentrateisthehighestin

theworld.Infact.BlacksintrieUSgotoprisonatalmosttyvfcatheratathanBlacksinSouthAfrica.

A1979governmentsurveyrevealedthataboutoneoutofeveryfiveblackmenwouldgotoprison

inhislifetime.Theimprisonmentrateshavespiratodsincethen,andtheproportionisnowcloserto

oneoutofeveryfour.ThetotalnumberofblackmenintheUSwhohavebeeninprisonisabout

threemilOon,roughlythesizeofthethirdlargestcityintheUS.
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II. Genocide

This reality is devastating for people of color, particularly for Blacks. Meanwhile outside the prison
waits, people of color are trapped in deteriorating public housing projects, drop out of schools at
alarming rates, lose their Qfe to drugs, gangs, crime and violence. While the national unemployment
rate is 6.9%, tor Blacks it is 15%. Seventy-five percent of Black and poor youth are unemployed.
Eighty percent of Black youth drop outof high school •

Is the charge of genocide an exaggeration? The United Nations inducted in part of its definition of
genocide, 'Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of fife calculated to bring about its physical
destruction in whole or pair The huge number of Blacks in their fertile years in prison significantly
win reduce the population growth of Blacks. In 1987, of the nearly 2000 prisoners were on death
row, nearly 50% were ThW-World, in stark disproportion to their percentage of the population.
Also, other evidence supporting the claim ofgenocide is the prison system's denial to address the
AIDS epidemic in prisons beyond providing guards with training and plastic gloves to deal with
prisoners with AIDS. Meanwhile, prisoners are contracting AIM at alarming rates. For example, it
is estimated that twenty-five percent of the pdsoners in New York state prisons n^ If
the policy of ignoring AIDS in prisons continues, ahuge portion of people who have been mprison
are going to cfle.

"I- The War on Crime • War on the Qpomesed

Feodor Dostoevsky once wrote that to utierstaiid asociety, one shouM in
the mkM960s, the US was facing stiff economic competition from its aSies which created a decline
in financial order, and threatened hegemonic power of tto US to the world. ParaBefing this
threatening economic crisis, the US was toeing an upsurge ofnatkx^
the fight of the Indochinese people against wMch the US was wa^kig acostV war. In addition,
there was growing internal clssension at home, incluQ^
weB as opposition and demands of the oppressed nationalities.

So in 1965, President Johnson launched the war on crime. He said. -We must arrest and reverse
the trend toward lawlessness because crime has become amalignant enemy in America's midst*
Congress responded by adopting the Omnfeus Crime Control »xl Sato StnMts Act The adoption
of this law ushered in anew form of crime control Not only would the war on crime be fought by
^statioa president!*

of the whole population in the fight against crime. The system adopted euphemisms to obscure the
reality of the prison system and win the support of the general pubOc The •criminal justice system'
has replaced the -penal system;- Inmates' used to be called •prisoners- "penitentiaries- have been



replaced by -federal correctional facilities.' But the ultimate aim was to contain people: population
control.

Since 1965 there has been a series of studies and documents which have augmented the ideas
outlined in the crime law of 1965. In 1967, faced with growing rebellions in the cities in the US.
ZWgniew Brzinsky wrote a series of articles in which he proposed the creation of concentration
camps to contain black people because US cities were becoming ungovernable. In 1968 the Kemer

Commission, created by President Johnson, concluded that the US was moving into two separate
societies. Significantly, one of the Kemer Convrtission's members developed a conc^
©^concentration, or deconcentrating the people of color who are clustered In the hearts of the cities.

In other words, driving the masses out ofthe inner cities to the outer cities, into more easily
manageable pockets of people. The areas around these pockets were intended to be tax-free

enterprise zones which would provide the demand for cheap labor.

IV. Counter-insuroencv

The Crisis of Democracy, written principally by Samuel Huntington and issued by the Trilateral
Commission in 1973, reported that America is facing a crisis mthe 1960s and 1970s of large
groups of people, or ungovernable sectors, making demands on society and society does not have
the means to respond. The report recommends moving away from the otornands of society to
become a more authoritarian society. The -urigovernables- referred to are obviously the Blacks,
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and Native Americans, and women are also mentioned. Even more

threatening to those in power is that by the year 2080. the Kemer Commission projected the
majority of people in the US wfl be people of color, f projections continue as they have been.

In addition, in the 1970s the Ntsonian model is widely studied, which to based on the idea of the
need for permanent low-intensty repressive operations to contain peoples movements before they
get off the ground This wM prevent the problem of the masses gaining consciousness and
converging wth a revolutionary movement In such a model, prisons serve as a counter-insurgency
tactic to house poftfcal leaders and organizers,

Recent studies support the understanding of prisons as tools for population control, for detaining
the -undesirables.' WflOam NageJ, a weB-known criminologist, analyzed many factors in each state
to determine which were related to rapidly increasing imprisonment rates. He found no relationship
between the crime rate (or violent crime rate) and the imprisonment rate, and no relationship
between the crime rate (or violent crime rate) and the proportion of black people in a state.



However,hediscoveredaverystrongrelationshipbetweentheimprisonmentrateandthethe

proportionofblackpeople.Inotherwords,peoplegotoprisoninincreasingnumbersbecause
theyareblack,notbecauseofariseinthecrimerate.TwoBritishcriminologists,StevenBoxand
ChrisHale,foundsimilarresultsandconcludedthatpeoplearesenttoprisonduringtimesof
economicstability,notbecauseofanincreaseincrime,butbecausetheyareperceivedasathreat
bythosewhoholdpowerinsociety.Thus,prisonshavebecomeatoolofthethoseinpowerto
containandcontrolBlacks,aswellasMexicans.PuertoRfcans,andNativeAmericans.

Whatmakesthisgovernment'sprogramforsocial•stabBftywork?Lawandorder.Morepolice.
Moreprisons.Longerprisonterms.Thedeathpenalty.The-ungoveriufolesMhosewhocannot

becontrolled,thosewhowiQnotsubmittoBvfngintheareasdesignatedforThirdWorldpeoples,
thosewhorefusetoworkfortowwages,andthosewhorebelandtrytoorganizetheirpeople-will
endupinprisonwheretheycanbecontorted.Inthe1960s,prisonsnolongerpretendto
rehabilitate-theyaresimplywarehouses.Whilethefederalandstategovernmentsspendmore
moneyonmoreprisons,guardtowers,barbedwire,theycuteducationalandvocationalprograms.
Theysaythatcrimeiscausedbybadindividuals,theundesirables,ratherthanfocusingonthe
social,politicalandeconomicrootsofcrime.

V.PoliticalPrisoners

Inthe1960s,astheCivflRightsandBlackPowermovementsgrew,thenumberofBlackpolitical
prisonersswelledandtheprisonstrugglebecameamajorpartoftheBlackliberationstruggle.
PoliticalprisonersSeeGeorgeJacksonstatedclearlythatprisonsareanimportanttoolinthe
government'sefforttocontainanddestroyBlackpeople'sfreedom.

AlthoughthegovernmentrefusestoadmitIt,therearenearly200politicalprisonersandprisoners
ofwarinUSprisonstoday.TheycomefromthePuertoFUcan,Black/NewAfrScanandNative

Americanliberationmovements.TheyincludeprogressiveChristians,whiteantWmperiaQsts,draft
resteers,andgrandjuryresistors.Themovementsthatthesepeoplerepresenthonor,loveand

respectthem.Yetthegovernmentcontendsthattheyarecriniinatoorterrorists,arxjreservesfor
them,aswelasprisonersshowingleadershipartfpoliticaltfrec^

formofIsolationandcontroluntts.ControlunitsaredesignedtototaflycontroltheBvesofthe
prisonersinthethem,andtoultimatelybreaJcthespirftoftheprisoners.Inthecaseofpofitical<
prisonersandprisonersofwar.thecontrolunltoarep^ofacalculatedstrategytoweakenthe
movementsandtointimidateothersfromtakingastand.



VI.ControlUnits

MarionprisoninsouthernIllinoisisthemostmaximumsecurityprisoninthecountiy,servingasan
experimentallaboratoryandtrend-setterforthewholeprisonsystem(twentystatesnowhavecontrol
unitsundercontructton.)There,theBureauofPrisonsestabfishedthefirstcontrolunitwhere

prisonersaresubjectedtosensorydeprivationarxlsoBtaryconfinementIntheearlyyearsofthe
prison,officialsexperimentedwiththeuseofdrugsonControlUnaprisoners.Marlonalsouses
'bcxcars'-smaD,enclosed,soundproofboxesinwhichprisonersareplaeed-asameansof
psychologicaltorture.InOctober,1983,theentireprisonwaslockeddownandhasbeenever

since.For23hoursaday,prisonersarelockedinMvftjalcefts,ofcniedcortactw^

andforcedintototalidleness;prisonershavebeenshacklednakedtotheircementbedsand

guardsinriotgearareusedtocontrolprisoners,totaflydefenseless;nocontactvisasareallowed;

andnoworkprograms,groupeducationalactivitiesandcongregationalreflgJousservicesexistthere.
TheBOPtriestoperpetuatethemyththatMarloncontainsthemostvicious,predatoryprisonersin
thesystem.'ThetruthisthecriteriafbrplacementatandforbeingtransferredoutofMarlonare
Intentionallyvague,andthat80%ofthementhereareeQgfolefbrplacementattossrestrictive
prisons.Althoughsomeinfamousfelonsareplacedthere,theprisonalsohousespeo^
toshorttermsforvictimlesscrimes,peopleimprisonedfortheirpoliticalbefiefsandactivities,and
prisonerleaders.

AcontrolunitforwomenwasbuiltattheLexingtonFederalCorrectionalInstituteinKentuckyin
October,1986.AttheControlUnitwasabehaviormodificationunitinwhichtheBOPusedsensory
deprivation,extremeisolationandaggradationtocontrolthewonienintheunitThedirectorofthe

BOPsaidthetheconditionsIntheunitwerenecessarytoprovideadequatesecurityforthewomea
Hesaidtheirradicalpottiesmadethemathreattomecominurdtyand"escapeprcfie."Other
prisonofficialshavetoldthewanentftttheironlyavemwouoftte

politicalassociations,torepudtotoa**itwofpcftfc*pAfteranationalcampaignabout
theunitandgrowingpubicconcernandprotest,inOctober,1987.theBOPannouncedthatit

wouldclosetheuna,stalingtwasnotbigenoughtohouseaittwwomenpoftical"te^

country.InJune,1968,threeoftheprisonerssuedtheBOPforbeingirrasrisonedintheunk;the

federaljudgechargedtheBOPwithpoliticalpersecutionofthepoliticalprisonersandruledthat
theybetransferredoutoftheis*Immediately.ByAugust.1988,aflofthewomenhadbeenfinally
movedoutoftheunitandftwasdosed.InAugust,1988,theBOPopenedthenewfederalprison

inMarianna,FL,withaspecialwomen'sunit,whichprisonofficialssaidwouldcontinuethemission
oftheLexingtonprogram.
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VII. Women in Prison

The number ofwomen in prison has increased 138% in the last ton years to 40,00a Most women
in prison are Black, Latino and Native Americans, and 90% of alwomen prisoners are single
mothers. Most ofthe women in prison are there for economic crimes. Of the few imprisoned for
violent crimes, the vast majority were convicted for defending themselves ortheir children from
abuse. Their imprisonment is not a reflection of their crimirtf characters, but r^
women in this society.

Afl over the world and in the US, the last two arcades rtave seen a o>aniatfo rise in the
ofwomen involved in revolutionary and progressive movement*. This has been reflected inthe
growing proportion ofwomen poOticai prisoners. In the US. roughly 25% of political prisoners are
womea How can these women leaders be controlled and prevented from acting as exainples to
others? The women's control unit is the answer to contain women who step out of sne. In
addition, the BOP haa a particular strategy tor dealing with women political prisoners, which includes
psychological manipulation and sexual degradation and abuse. Strip searches and finger probea by
male guards, and the threat of rape by male guards or prisoners, are the moat direct forms of
sexual degradatioa The Lexington Control Unit was an experinient d the BOP for this strategy, and
the Marianna federal prison is intended to be an extension of the strategy.

VTH. Immigrants

In addition, immigrants are a new group of 'urxJesirables' that the government is trying to contain.
During brighter economic times, immigrants, mostly Mexican, were considered desirabie-because
they were cheap labor for Wustrial prwJuction. Now, however, the government perceives them as
undesirables taking Jobs away from US cftfaone. maddition, the government fears that some
irmnigrants, such as PalastWajia, Car** American*
tnjm about the persecution in their to And the
government haa tried to exclude Immigrants from countries that are not affles ofthe US, such as
Libya and Iran, To tiy to coiwol these imnilgiart

Irnmigration and Reform Act which stated that only Imrnigrants who can prove that they have Ived
and worked in the US may apply for residency, and that It is Begat for employers to hire
immigrants. Aa part of the Federal Emergency Managemem Agency*a REX'84. mechanise
placed and exercised for ctetairing thousanoa of t
dissidents, Vthe government deems it necessary.

DC Factories With Fence?

Of course, the government's -war against crime* has a price. While this country faces an economic



crisis and growing demands of the third-world artf poor peoples in tto
better schools, medcare, etc., ft has poured baiions of doflars into the •criminal justice system.'
Currently I costs more to imprison a person for one year than to send him or her to Harvard
University. New plana such as prison-ror-pfofit options are betrig implemented. Warren Burger,
former US Supreme Court Judge, has publicly called for the conversion of prisons into profitable
enterprises. Using the slogan -Factory with Fences,' Burger arguee tor the disrnanteDng of pn^
rules governing prisoner-mado goods, the privatization of prisons, and the making of prisons into
croft-generating enterpriaes. In the coming years, we may see factories, textBe plant* foundries,
and even high-tech industries aprkiging form in and arourxi prisons. These industries wffl guarantee
necessary industrial production, super-exploiting prisoners as laborers and yielding super-profits.
(Federai prisoner wages begin at $.22 per hour.) The system is taking the surplus labor force off
the streets and putting it behind bars, as slave labor. Prisons are already contracting out prison
labor to the state, matary, and private industries, and using the profits to pay for the prisons,
sometimes with profit leftover. The prisoners work because It provides them with an activity, and
helps them to buy the meager suppBes and luxuries,' such aa toothpaste, dgarettea and books. In
addition, the meager wages are the only meana fbr many prisoners to pay the huge tinea which
have purposely been instituted to control the labor of priaoners. In 1984 after fourteen years of
Congressional wrangfing. the Sentencing Reform Act was passed to institute longer sentences and
less, more regulated parole to stabilize the labor force in prisons, and to aflow efficient planning and
training of the work-force.

The prom of the prison industry is eviderx^ bythe fact of the recem
industry. Businesses contract with a state to opcrato the pison at a lower pria
the state to run the prison tsef themseVea. In return, the businesses are able to reduce expenses
by providing inadequate, often inhurrtane, sendees and conolb^na tor the pn^ They are able
to expk* the labor of the prisoners and furthw increase thefr picte

The Bureau of Prisons IntanttonaaV buM wafts of silsnee a^

wffl never team about the peopto Mng wimin the prison w For
thia reason, many prisons are hidden in rural, not eas^ accessible areaa. The wafts of silence must
be torn down*
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[The followina was prepared by the Women's Commission as an addition for the
Preamble-per decision of October 1 meeting.]

PREAMBLE SECTION ON WOMEN IN PRISON

Women in U.S. prisons experience many of the same conditions as men in
prison, but there are also some real differences. Women are more likely than
men to be sentenced to prison for non-violent convictions, to serve longer
sentences for violent convictions and to do their time in higher security
facilities. Women are punished for stepping out of their "passive" role
expectations as well as being punished for their charges. Many women go to
prison for self-defense against men who abuse them or their children and for
crimes related to day-to-day survival of their families.

Once in prison, women prisoners face a kind of brutality that is more
often psychological and sexual than physically violent It includes sexual
harassment by male guards and sexual blackmail (sex with guards in return for
protection or special favors which, in prison, often means the necessities of
life). Women prisoners are treated like children: they are called "girls."
they are not offered even the inadequate kinds of job training available to
men prisoners, and they are disrespected in every way. Lesbians and lesbian
relationships are subject to additional manipulation and attack. Women
prisoner's lose not only thei* freedom but often face loss of contact with
their children, sometimes forever. «•
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