[The following is the proposed Preamble for the Campaign, written by people £roi
Chicago--per decision of October 1 meeting.]

For most of the last two hundred years, there have been only a hancdful of political prisoners in US
prisons. Today, there are nearly tvo hundred. This increase takes place in a particular context:
prisons are increasingly being used as tools of counter-insurgency and population control by a US
govemment that faces serious ecunomic, social, political and milltary crises.

I Who's in Prison?

According to the Bureau of Justice, in April of 1987 the number of prisoners in this country reached
$46,659-over one-half million people in prison. No other country in the world has that many
prisoners. And this trend is expected to continue. From 1975 to 2000 the total prison population
will quadruple, while the number of Black prisoners is expected to increase tenfold. I current trends
continue, over the next decade the prison popuiation, excluding jails and parole, wif reach one
million. The US is becoming a nation of prison housss.

A closer lock at the statistics shows that rates of imprisonment began zooming upwards after the
social upheavals of the late 1960s. 001989.120weswnedhblackmbM) in 1925, when
the US began keeping these statistics, the imprisonment rate was 79 (per 100,000). (imprisonment
rates are measured as the number of inmates per 100,000 people in the population) The rate
stayed more or less constant until 1972, when i started to rise dramatically. By mid-1586, more
than a half-milllon people were in state and federal prisons. This number comresponds to an
imprisonment rate of 219. After the urban rebeliions, the US govemment poured resources into
military methods of social control. From 1971 to 1974, spending on *criminal justice® ballooned from
$10 biliion to $15 billion. Eight times more was spent on police in 1974 than ten years earfier.

But this overall imprisonment obscures an important differencs. In 1983, the imprisonment rate was
713 for black people compared to 114 for white peopie. This means that a black person is six

times more fikely to go to prison than a white person. While white peopie in the US go to prison at
a rate similar to that for most Westem Europeans, the US black imprisonment rate is the highest in
the world. In fact, Blacks in the US go (o prison at aimost twice the rate than Blacks in South Africa.
A 1979 govemment survey revealed that about one out of every five black men would go to prison
in his fetime. The imprisonment rates have spiraled since then, and the proportion Is now closer to
one out of every four. The total number of black men in the US who have been in prison is about

.
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Il Genocide v

This realtty is devastating for paople of color, particularly for Blacks. Meanwhile outside the prison
walls, people of color are trapped in deteriorating public housing projects, drop out of schools at
alarming rates, los their ife o drugs, gangs, crime and violence. While the national unemployment
rate is 6.9%, for Blacks it is 15%. Severty-five percent of Black and poor youth are unemployed.
Eighty percent of Black youth drop out of high school.

Is the charge of genocide an exaggeration? The United Nations inciuded in part of its definition of
gma%elimwmmwmmammwwmmmmw
dwmctioninwhohorpalvmehugonumb«dalackshmmneyeanhpmnsignmamly
will reduce the population growth of Blacks. In 1987, of the nearly 2000 prisoners were on death
m.mwsoxmmwmhmmmmmmmmdmmm
"Also, other evidence supporting the claim of genocide is the prison system's denial to address the
Nwmmmwwmmmmmwpmmmmm
prisoners with AIDS. Meanwhile, prisoners are contracting AIDS at alarming rates. For example, it
beﬁmaedMMenty-ﬁvepemmdﬁthmvakMpmmmwthDs "

mponcydlgmmNDShprbommahugomdpoopwahaWthm-

are going to die.

M. The War on Crime = War on the Oporessed

Feodor Dostoavsky once wrote that to understand a socety, one should ook within its prisons. In
mommseo:,unUSwammmmmmuamaMmmdam
in financial order, and threatened hegemonic power of the US in the worid. Paralfieling this
wmgomanSWMmmdmme.mhas
mmdmmmmmmw“smamw in addition,
ﬂwmmgmwm&uandmammmmmwymma
well as opposition and demands of the oppressed nationalities.

So in 1965, President Johnson launched the war on crime. He said, "We must arrest and reverse
mmmmmmmmmnmmmhm'sm-
Congress responded by adopting the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act. The adoption
of this law ushered in a new form of crime control. Not only wouid the war on crime be fought by
m&mmmmmm,mummhmmm
of the whole population in the fight against crime. The system adopted euphemisms to obscure the
maluydmoprisonsyaemwwlnmwppondmegmwbnc. The ‘criminal justice system*
mmamm-mqsm;-wwmmmmmrmmmmn
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replaced by ‘federal comrectional facilties." But the ultimate aim was to contain people: population
control.

Since 1965 there has been a series of studies and documents which have augmented the ideas
outiined in the crime law of 1965. In 1967, faced with growing rebellions in the dities in the US,
2Zbigniew Brzinsky wrote a series of articles in which he proposed the creation of concentration
camps to contain black people because US cities were becoming ungovemable. In 1968 the Kemer
CammissbmmaedbyPresidomJohmmWedMﬂnUSmmmﬂng&uomsame
societies. Significantly, one of the Kemer Commission’s members developed a concept of spatial
deconcentration, or deconcentrating the people of color who are clustered in the hearts of the cities.
tnmmmummawmwammuummmm
manageable pockets of people. The areas around thess pockets were intended to be tax-free
enterprise zones which would provide the demand for cheap labor.

IV. Counter-insurgency

The Crisis of Democracy, written principally by Samuel Huntington and issued by the Trilateral
Commission in 1973, reported that America is facing a crisis in the 19608 and 1970s of large
gmupsdpeoplg«mgwemabbmmmngdeman&msodayandsodqydoesmhave
the means to respond. The report recommends moving away from the demands of society to
become a more authoritarian society. The ‘ungovemnabies’ referred to are obviously the Blacks,
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and Native Americans, and women are aiso mentioned. Even more
threatening to those in power is that by the year 2080, the Kemer Commission projected the
majority of peopie in the US will be people of color, I projections continue as they have been.

In addition, in the 1970s the Kisonian model is widely studied, which is based on the idea of the
mmmmmmmmmmwmmy
get off the ground. This will prevent the problem of the masses gaining consciousness and
converging with & revolutionary movement. In such a model, prisons serve as a counter-insurgency
tactic to house political leaders and organizers.

Recent studies support the understanding of prisons as tools for population control, for detaining
the "undesirables.* Wiliam Nage!, a well-known criminologist, analyzed many factors in each state
to determine which were related to rapidly increasing imprisonment rates. He found no relationship
between thecdmeme'(ocviommrate)andthoknpﬁsonmm rate, and no relationship
betweenmecﬁmerate(orvioiemcdmrate)andthepropomondblackpeopleinastate.
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However, he discovered a very strong relationship between the imprisonment rate and the the
proportion of black people. In other words, people o to prison [n increasing numbers because
they are biack, not becausa of a rise in the crime rate. Two British criminologists, Steven Box and
cnmum.mwwwmuwmu«dmmpbmmwmdmmd
mbmm.mmmammmmmmmmmmaam
by those who hold power in society. Thus, prisons have become a tool of the those in power to
contain and control Blacks, as wefl as Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Native Americans. '

What makes this govemment’s program for social *stabilty* work? Law and order. More police.
More prisons. Longer prison terms. The death penalty. The ‘ungovemables’~those who cannot
be controlled, those who will not submit to fiving in the areas designated for Third World peoples,
mmmmommmmmwmmmwwtoom&ommpb-wm
enduphprisonwhuomayeanboeomuod.. In the 1980s, prisons no longer pretend to
rehabilitate-they are simply warehouses. While the faderal and state govemments spend more
mongy on more prisons, guard towers, barbed wire, they cut educational and vocational programs.
They say that crime is caused by bad individuals, the undesirables, rather than focusing on the
social, poiitical and economic roots of crime.

V. Polltical Prisoners

In the 1960s, as the Civl Rights and Black Power movements grew, the number of Black political
p&omweﬂeduﬂﬂwp&mﬂug@obmnampmdmamwm
Polltical prisoners ke George Jackson stated clearly that prisons are an important tool in the
govemment’s effort to contain and destroy Black peopie’s freedom.

Although the govemment refuses to admkt R, there are nearly 200 political prisoners and prisoners
of war in US prisons today. They come from the Puerto Rican, Black/New Afrikan and Native
American [iberation movements. They include progressive Christians, white anti-imperialists, draft
resisters, and grand jury resisters. The movements that thess people represent honor, love and
respect them. Yaet the govemment contends that they are criminals or temorists, and reserves for
them, as well as prisoners showing leadership and poiitical cirection, the harshest treatment in the
form of Isolation and control units. Control units are designed to totally control the fives of the
prisoners in the them, and to ultimately break the spirit of the prisoners. In the case of political -
prbommmdprbomndw.mmm“pmdamummwwakmm
movememaandtommldatoothmmmkhgnm



V1. Control Unity :
MmthMbhmmﬂmmmhmmmy.Mam
experimental taboratory and trend-setter for the whole prison system (twenty states now have control
units under contruction.) There, the Bureau of Prisons established the first control unit where
prisoners 270 subjected to sensory deprivation and soittary confinement. In the early years of the
prison, cfficials experimented with thé use of drugs on Control Unit prisoners. Marion aiso uses
*boxcars’-small, enclosed, soundproof boxes in which prisoners are placed-as a means of
psychological torture. In October, 1983, the entire prison was locked down and has been ever
since. For 23 hours a day, prisoners are locked in individual cefls, denied contact with each other
and forced into total idleness; prisoners have been shackied naked to their cement beds and
guards in riot gear are used to control prisoners, totally defenseless; no contact visits are allowed:
mmemW'mmwmmmmm.
-mSOPmmmommmmmmmmmmh
mm-mmummmmmawwmmudumonm
intentionally vague, and that 80% of the men there are efigible for placement at less rastrictive

prisons. Athough some infamous felons are placed there, the prison aiso houses people sentenced |

mmmm‘mmmmmmwmwmm
prisoner leaders.

Amdmﬁhwmnmmammmchmqummwm
October, 1986. At the Control Unit was a behavior modification unit in which the BOP used sensory
deprivation, extreme isolation and degradation to control the women in the unit. The director of the
BOP said the the conditions in the unk were necessary to provide adequate security for the women.
Hemmmmmmm.mwmmmwpmw Other
prison officials have toid the women that their only avenue out of the unk was to renounce their
political associations, to repuciate a Wetime of poiltical principie. After a national campaign about
the unit and growing public concem and protest, in October, 1987, the BOP announced that
would ciose the unk, stating R was not big enough to house all the women pofitical %terrorists® in the
country. muunmmudmmmmmmmmwhmmm
federal judge charged the BOP with political persecution of the political prisoners and nuled that
they be transferred out of the unk immediately. By August, 1588, ail of the women had been finally
moved out of the unt and k was closed. In August, 1888, the BOP opened the new federal prison
in Marianna, FL, with a special women’s unit, which prison officials said wouid continue the mission
of the Lexington program.
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VIl Women in Prigon |
Mmmdmhmmmtwsmmumymmw.m Most women
hMmMMWNmemmmmaqumm
mothers. Most of the women in prison are there for economic crimes. Of the few imprisoned for
violent crimes, the vast majority were convicted for defending themseives or their children from
abuse. Their imprisonment is not a reflection of their criminal characters, but rather of the role of
women in this society.

mmmmwmmus.mummmmawmahmm

of women involved in revolutionary and progressive movements. This has been reflected in the
growing proportion of women poiltical prisoners. In the US, roughly 25% of poiitical prisoners are
women. meMmbmmmwwmmgamm
others? Thowmn'smamhbunmtowmmnwhompmdm In
mmehaaprWwammmmmmmmmm
psychological manipulation and sexual degradation and abuse. Strip searches and finger probes by
male guards, and the threat of rape by male guards or prisoners, are the mast direct forms of :
sexual degradation. The Lexington Control Unkt was an experiment of the BOP for this strategy, and
meMaﬂannafed«alpﬁsoniskmndodtoboanmwondmmogy.

VIll. Immigrants
tnmmmmmammamwmmmmhwmmm
DMW«WMWMMWQNWWW
they were cheap labor for industrial production. Now, however, the govemnment perceives them as
undesirables taking jobs away from US chizens. In addition, the government fears that some
&WMMPWWMHMNMW“WN
mmmmhmmmmmmm And the
govemment has tried to exclude immigrants from countries that are not allies of the US, such as
Libya and lran. Towmmmmmmgmmam ‘
rmmmmmmmmmmhmmmmmmmm
wmuhmwmmum.mmnmwmmm
immigrants. hmdMFm&mMmmw:RB('ﬂ.mw:\sm
MW&M!«W&M«MW&M&MW
dlssiduus.lthogovommdeeuuinomy

IX. Factories With Fences

Of course, the govemment's “war against crime® has a price. While this country faces an economic



crisis and growing demands of the third-worid and poor peoples in the US for job opportunities,
m«mmm.ummmammmmmm-
cmtmmmnmammfwmywmmmm«mwﬂm
University. New pians such as prison-for-profit options ase being implemented. Warren Burger,
WUSSWCMJWMMWMNWUMNOW
enterprises. Ummoswm?umem‘Bmmmh&madeM
mmwmgmmmmmmammmmmdmm
profit-generating enterprises. In the coming years, we may see factories, textile plants, foundries,
wmwmmmhmmm These industries will guarantee
wmmmmwmnmwmgmm
mmmwmaaanm.)mwhmummmoﬂ
the strests and putting i behind bars, as siave labor. Prisons are already contracting out prison
m:ommm.mmmwmmmwmmmm
mmmmm.mmmmlMMMmm.w
heips them to buy the meager supplies and “uxuries,’ such as toothpaste, Cigarettes and books. In
mmmﬂmmwmememhmmm
have purposely been instituted to cortrol the labor of prisoners. In 1584 after fourteen years of
Congressional wrangfing, the Sentencing Reform Act was passad 1o institute longer sentences and
less, more regulated parole to stabilize the labor force in prisons, and to aliow efficient planning and -
training of the work-force. .

mm«mmwumwmmammmammm

 industry. Bm&masmwlﬂamtomoﬂnprbmtabwpﬂahmiw«dﬂm

the state to run the prison ikself themseives. mmmmmummw

wmwmmmmmumm They are able
tommmaummmmwm

mmammmmummnmhmmmm
wmmmmummmummmmmsmm For
this reason, many prisons are hidden in rural, not easldy accessible areas. The walls of silence must

"be torn down.
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' (The following was prepared by the Women's Commission as an addition for. the
Preamble--per decision of October 1 meeting.) : ‘ )
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PREAMBLE SECTION ON WOMEN IN PRISON

Women in US. prisons experience many of the same conditions as men in
prison, but there are also some real differences. Women are more likely than
men to be sentenced. to prison for non-violent convictions, to serve longer
sentences for violent convictions and to do their time in higher security
facilities. Women are punished for stepping out of their "passive” role
expectations as well as being punished for their charges. Many women go to
prison for seif-defense against men who abuse them or their children and for
crimes related to day-to-day survival of their families.

A Once in prison, women prisoners face a kind of brutality that is more
often psychological and sexual than physically violent. It includes sexual

"harassment by male guards and sexual blackmail (sex with guards in return for
protection or special favors which, in prison, often means the necessities of

~ life). Women prisoners are treated like children: they are called "girls,”

. they are not offered even the inadequate kinds of job training available to

men prisoners, and they are disrespected in every way. Lesbiads and lesbian

relationships are subject to additional manipulation and attack. Women -

prisoners lose not only theic freedom but often face loss of contact with

their children, sometimes forever. ‘
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