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Commlttee to Stop the Grand Jury
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I.n Chicago, a federal gra.nd Jury waits for two activists from the a.nti-ra.cist movement to

tumr over. information about the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee. Rather than inform on the
-~ movement, Bob:Wells and Henry “Camo” Bortman ma.y go:to jail on September 26th for refus-
ing to: comp]ywtth grand jury subpoenas.:.: in:o wrivais macvamnane
7 A'member of Prairie Fire Organizing Committee a.nd an activist in the gay liberation and
anti-imperialist movements, Camo was subpoenaed to this Federal Grand Jury in July and .
ordered to bring JBAKC stationery‘"leaﬂets and newspapers. Bob, a JBAKC member in Chi- -
cago, is also ordered to testify and provide fingerprints, saliva and handwriting.
. +. 5, The Grand Jury claims it’s investigating a death threat sent to the US Attorney in Chicago,
A on phony JBAKC’ stat:lonery. The US Attorney also received two other very similar letters,
" ' maﬂedonthesa.meda.te fromthefsamepostofﬁce usmgthesametypewriter ontheequa.lly
phony TetterHead of another polj up. The FBI says they know JBAKC didn't write the
~ death’ threa.ts'fa:i&:” ‘know- they" ce;n?' es of the JBAKC newspaper at any<bookstore (if
‘they don’t abeéay have’ them)!‘ We t the letters come from'someone u-ying to discredit
 anti‘racist organizations! Why is the FB¥avestigating antt-racists while racist violence thrives
,_m every-corner > of the country‘? Arya.n'W‘oodstock comes to California—no Grand Jury in sight.
The KKK rallies in"Atlanta and the US government provides troops to protect them. Twenty
years after Martin Luther King, Black human rights are down, white supremacy is up, and the
FBI is still ha.ra.ssing the a.nti-racist movemnt.
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Are you now or have you ever been... Lo

%W 2 % are ludicrous, the sttuation is serious Bob and Camo won't testify or

- ha.nd., documentstothisGra.ndJury Theycouldbe throwninja.ﬂfora.slonga.s 18
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¥ Grand Juries onee protected people from arbitrary prosecution. But today the Gra.nd Jury
ise afavored; FBE,tooI—used to intimidate and coerce political activists. During the McCarthy

5 witch hunts of the 1950s, the House Un- Amerioan Activities Committee was the ma.in tool for -
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| Antl racust activists face' jall. _
No charge. No trial. "No appeal. |
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-foreed interrogation of leftists, gays and others. When HUAC was defeated in the 1960s the
Grand Jury took its place. Grand Juries can, and often do, ask for names, about people’s
beliefs, organizational memberships, conversations and actions of friends, political associates
"and acquaintances. It's unlimited scope makes it the perfect tool for “political fishing expedi-
'ﬁﬂﬂs-”, ; ¢ " 3

‘What happened to the First Amendment? ' ,

By posing as a criminal, not political investigation, this Grand Jury wants to chip away at
our movement’s commitment t0 non-collaboration. They want JBAKC and PFOC to help the FBI
chip away at the First Amendment, by handing over public documents ON DEMAND.

JBAKC's leaflets and newspapers this week—whose will be subpoenaed next week. The
rights supposedly guaranteed by the First Amendment include freedom of the press and free-
dom of association. That means you can read what you want, write what you want, print what
you want, join OF Support any group you want—without big brother’s interferences. Now they
want activists to hand over public documents or go to Jaill They also want everyone else to
think twice before writing an angry leaflet. What if it gets subpoenaed to a Grand Jury? Ev-
eryone can see that Bob and Camo were subpoenaed for their association with JBAKC—be-

cause; they once rented post office boxes. Maneuvers like this have a chiling-effect-omevery——
one. Just wha.t the FBI wants—40 Intimidate the whole movement.

‘Since the Nixon era, hundreds of activists have gone to jail rather than play the role of
informer for the FBI. These resisters learned that the best way to defeat political Grand Juries
is to render t.hem useless to the FBI and ha.r'mless to the movement by absolutely refusing to

collaborate.

What are JBAKC and PFOC

The John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 18 a national organization that fights racism. JBAKC
mobilized to stop the Aryan Woodstock In Napa. It organizes forums about the right-wing and
its racist, szogynist anti-gayy agenda. JBAKC and others took up paint and brushes to stamp
out racist graffitl. For 15 years JBAKC has fought the Klan, Nazis and the racist rlgbi;

CPEOC is an anti- imper'is.list or'ga.DJza.tion active in the wormen's, AIDS, ga.y liberation and
anti-racist movements. PFOC also works in so].ida.mty with Central Amemca.n and other na-
tional liberation movements. .

For more mfonnat:on please call: 415/ 330-5363

,John Brown A.nti-KIan Committee
220-9th Street, #443, San Francisco, CA 94103

Prairie Fire Organizing Committee
- PO Box,14422, San Fra.ncisco, CA 94114

Attached please the note the follovnng

Letter from the National Conference of Black Lawyers;

.1-.

-Court papers submitted by JBAKC attorneys in Chicago;

All the Subpoenaed Public Documents of the JBAKC
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National Conference of Black Lawyers

126 -WEST- 149 STREET = NEW YORK, N.Y. 10026 « (242) 864-4000

FAXED .~ . . July 25, 1989

Judge John Grady
Chief Judge e s o ==

Northern-District of Illinois
U.S. District Court

219 South Dearborn

Room 2541 ° ’

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: Subpoenas of Bob Wells and Henry Bortman
GJ 1044

Dear Judge Grady:

The National Conference of Black Lawyers urges you to guash
the grand jury subpoenas issued for Bob .Wells and Henry Bortman.
The subpoenas are unfounded and unnecessary and thus serve only to
harass these men and the organizations they represent. =

The FBI has represented to Jan Susler, attorney for these
men, that they do not believe that the John Brown Anti-Klan
organization was responsible for the threats issued on stationary
that had the organization's name. 1Indeed, they indicated that the
stationary used did not appear to be authentic.: ©On the basis of
these statements, there obviously is no need for the subpoena

process to be utilized..

The grand jury process has been subjected to serious criticism--
for a number of years by a cross-section of organlzatlons and
1nd1viduals., One of the major complaints is that the grand-jury-
process is used as a fishing expedition as opposed to a legitimate
inquiry into possible . illegal activity. :This i1s such a case.- We’
ask that you not allow the grand jury process to be misused 1n this

way.

Sincerely,

Q ., ST

Adj 1 eto I Edison Al
: Natlonal Co—Cha'rpersons '
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IN THZ UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT e S

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS :~=
EASTERN DIVISION =
. INEN FOGRADY

) U S O 5TRICT COURT
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- ) 89 GJ 1044 CHiZF JUDGE
Grand Jury Subpcenas for : ) .

Raobert Wells and John 3rown ) Judge John Grady

Anti-Xlan Committee . ) - Senior Judga

MOTION TO QUASH GRAND JURY SUBPOENA AND SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM

Robart Wells and th=2 John Brown Anti-Xlan Committee
(J3AKC), by their attorney Jan Susler, movs to guash tha grand
jury subpoena and subpoena duces tacum sza2rvad on .them July 20,
1989 and raturnable July 25, 1939 at-3:15 D.m. and state:

l. The predowminant reason for. thz issuznce of:the

-~

subpoena’ and subpozna duces tacum is5 to infrings on the

subposnaeess® First:Amendment rights of- association and axpras-
sion, to chill and/or prevent -them from pu:suingftﬁeir work
against racism, white supremacy, and the Ku Klux Klan.

C 2. Mr. Wells and ‘the John Brown Anti-Klan Committesa
strongly bzsliave that -the fedsral grand. jury -is a tool.of
oolitical repression/ historically .ussd.by tha government ta
disrupt and destroy political “organizations’ and movements ‘such
as the Black liberation movemant and the Puerto Rican indepen-

dence movement. The John Brown Aanti-Klan Committez has pu-—

blished articles and editorials so stating.” This "undarstanding

e

has led tham to the position of non-collaboration =--cf refusing

to cooparatz with 2fforts to destroy legitimate political move-

- Court Rpurs




ma2nts, of .r2fusing to cgs:ify or provide ex=2mplarcs zo tpe graad
jury. Membars.-and former members of the John 3rown Anti-Klan
Committee have served moaths in jaii for contempt for refusal
to testify bafore federal grand juries. - .

3. Thes John Brown Anti-Klan Committez publicatisns sought
by the subpoazna duces tecum ars readily available through means

othar than grand jury subpoena. The lit2raturs disseminaced

publicly, including through bookstoras. Furthermore, tne F3I,
in Cointelpro fashion, has consistently surveillsd .ma2mbars of
the John 3rown Anti-Xlan Commilttez2, including Mr. Wa2lls, and
undoubtadly alr=2ady has the oublications.

4. Tha John Brown Anti-Xlan Committsze stationary sosught
by the subpoena duces.tacum, if it exists-at all, would not be
dispositive of.the investiga;ioni ﬁqr even . if it ressmbled cthat
usad by the sendar, it could hava baen stolen or dqélica:ed.
The F3I its=21lf and iq collaboration with provocataurs and right
wing groups has b=z2en knownAto hava Eo;ged and condoned th=a
'yrit%qg of letters like thosa which are the subject of the
instant investigation,;. toa discredit _individuals and
organizations critical of the U.S. governmant.

5. - According to F3I Special Agznt John Larsan, who ss2rved

the subpoenas in gquastion-and who 1s conducting the

investigation, thea grand jury is investigating lettars purport-
ing to be from the John 3rown Anti-Klan Committee "threatesniag

the life of tha U.S. Attorney, as we2ll as similar latters from

another peolitical organization threatening the lives of the



U.S. Attorney, tne F3I, and tha2 presidant. Agesnt Larsen.

howavar, admittad to counsa2l that the lattz2rs app=2ar to be
phonv, and app2ar to have b=en w:i#ten Dy some2nea trylng ta
discredit the organization. He furthsr admitted that he ba-
lieved that Mr., Wells and th2 John 3rawn Anci-Xlan Committae
did not write or s=nd the lettars.

5. Counsz2l informed AUSA Gillogly of the position of non-

callaboration Mr. Walls and the Jeohn 3rown Anti-Klan Committee
would assume, aqa.of tne coanteats of her ceonversation with
Agen:t Larsan, asXiag the AQSA ts> withdraw the subosoenas, or at
least d=2lay thenm pending tha résults 0oL otnar investigative
efforts. He declined.

7. Tne Court is faced with the probability, thsn, of
holiing ia contempt and possibly jailing a subposnaez who tha
F31 does not suspact of any wroangdoing, who 1is ;db;oenaed
solely becausz of the exa2rcise of his First Ama2ndmesnt rights.

WHEZIRESF2RE, Robert Wells and the John 8rzown Aati-Klan
Committez urge this Court to guash thz subpoana and subgoena
duces tecum £for theilr testimony, exemplars and documents.

Respactfully submittad,

Datsd: July 21, 1989 j;gV4ﬁﬁ£}qﬂﬁﬂ/jﬂ/QJLH—___—ﬂ’
{
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JAN\SUSLER

43 )S. Dearborn
Suite 1607
Chicago, IL 605604
(312) 653-5046

Attorney for Robart Wells and
the John Brown Anti-Klan
Commiccea



