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r~··. :'In Cb.rAgO{ 8. federal ~and' Jury waitS for two activists from the ant1-rac1st movement to 
turIx over. mformatiOn about the Jolm. Brown Anti-Klan Committee. Rather' than'inform on the 

", movement; Bo~Wel1s-and.Henry :"camo" Bortman may go.to~Jajl.on September.26th for refus-
i'nd""toiC"omp' 'h7:::......a. ..... , d'nft 'l"'l·d·jll1"1T ~'hpoenas· "/1 f.r.r • ..... ~ ... :.,;~., ~~i/·.';n··~!~n: ~/ ~ .. , W..LI.t.LL ~~ ~,J ,J:j\AU ..... <oJ f \.~ ...... -. _,_" •• _ ... ~_"' •• ·'-.,.~t I.' 

. ... A' member, of PraJr1e Fire- Organiz1ng Committee and an act1v1st in the gay liberatiOn and. 
~~-1mper1aJ..1st. ~vements~ Camo;was subpoenaed. to this Federal Grand Jury in July and _ 
ordered to br1ngCJBAKC stat1onerT,~leaflets and newspapers. Bob,. a JBAKC memberln Chi- ~ 
cago,-~1s'a1so ordered to testify and provide fingerprints, saliva and. handwriting. 
'l:!~The G~.cJury"cJai.ms it's investigating a death threat sentto1 tbe US Attorney in Chicago, 

."- on pbony -JEi',(Kir sf&tIonery'~ The us Attorney also received two other very siml1a.r letters, 
, ..•.... 1. . mane(roI(the!sa.me~d8.te~'from the-'8amepoSt offl.c8~;'USingth8:-same typewriter, on;the eqUany 
. piiOnyletter1l98a d:ra.D.Otiier l)Ol1t~UP~'The FBI'SaYs 'they boW JBAKC ·d1dD.;t 'write:: tb.8: 

. ;~~~~ra\~~~~~~~;:·~~~=::to~:s~~~(lf 
anti~ra.ctin{orga.iiiZat1oriS~'WbY is··tli8~ ~vestJgattDg-'ant1-racists while' raciSt .Violence thrives 
1il·every. ~Of th9 cOuntry?- .AI.yaii-:ttoodStbCk·~Com.es to' caJ1forn1a~ Graild Jury in' sight . 

.. ThEfitKK r8.iI19s tn'AtlaiJ.taand the US government provides troops to protect them.. Twenty 
years after Mart1n Luther KIng, Black human rights are down, white supremacy is up, and. the - .. -' , ... ~. .. ... . ..- ' -.. 
FBI1s still.. harassing the anti-racist movemnt. 

, ~r~:::.t, ~~~i~"'f;'.:~~ .~~~·iJ·~~···,'· .... _~~· -. "::. :_J '.'~:_". ':..'", ~ ':~: ' 

Arc yoU· now or. have you ever been... :', ',1.<: (' .~ 

J,=~: .. '...' \~~V!1~~~~l~~te~~~~.~~~~~~~~,~~e:si~~ ~ serious. Bob 8.nd camo won't testify or' 
'., .~.:, band 0';:81-' dOmiments to' thiS Grand: Jury .. They could be tbrown in jan for as long as 18 
r-~-~~! .. ' . _:-.~:d.~~~i~:~~~~;~~v~~ .. ;:}~ .... ;;l;~~~~.~~~~ ~~~ ~ :,~..l! t. ".' ,. '.' , ~ .... ; <... '.". " 
~i --.- .~'.. .? -::-; Grand JUries. once protected people from arbitrary prosecution. But today the Grand Jury 

Js~a:J&vored,·FBl;,too~ed to· Intimidate. and coerce political activists. During'the McCarthy 
.~;< .:: ::'. .. "witch-huntS ·Of·~ ~950s, the House Un-ADi.erie&n Act1v1ties COmmittee was the ma.1ntool for 

.' .. ' , ,,\ < ;!~:":" ' .. ,:;; ~ ~~~~' 'J.L~' . ':"~' .:-. •.•• ~ ( • : ...... 't·t.· ...... -. .~ .... ~. .- .. ' 
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:' . '~~~\,~·':;~:J~~~~;;"il .j~: ~ ,1. :, G ;),:;. :lr~';l,: .• i.c~ ~;~; ':0;" - :< .'/ 
~J1Mtl~raclst"actlvlstS face Jail • 

. . ' •... . " .- . 

·~,9.,charge.· ~o . trial. Noappe~l. 
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-forced.)nt?r;'ogation of leftists, gays and. others, When HUAC was defeated 1n the 1960s the 
Grand. Jury took its place, Grand Juries can, and often do, ask for names, about people's 

',bellefs-, organizational memberships, conversations and actiOns of friends, political associates 
"'and acquaintances. It's unl1mlted scope makes ,it the perfect tool for "pOlitical fish1Dg expe~-
tiOna- .. . ,.' ., " 

J: , .... ...~ 

'What happened to the First Amendment? 
,. By posing as a criminal, not political1nvestigation, this Grand Jury wants to chip away at 

our movement's cOmmitment to non-collaboration. They want JBAKC and PFOC to help the FBI 
chip away at the F1rst Amendment, by handing over public doauments OllTDEMAND, 

JBAKC's leaflets and newspapers this week-whose will be subpoenaed next week. The 
rights supposedly guaranteed by the F1rst Amendment include freedom of the press and free­
dom of association. That means you can read what you want, write what you want, print what 
you WaDt, jo1n or support any group 'you want-without big brother's interference, Now they 
want activists to hand over public doauments or go to ja1ll They also want everyone else to 
think twice before writing an. angry leaflet. What if it gets subpoenaed to a Grand Jury? Ev­
eryone can:'see that Bob and Camo were subpoenaed for the1r association with JBAKG-be-
cause: they once rented poS"t office boxes. Maneuvers Me tlrun rcLve-a- chlll1rrg-effect;-orrevery---. . , 
one. Just what the FBI wants-:-to 1ntimidate the whole movement . 

• Since the- Nixon era , hundreds of activists have gone to jail rather than play the role of 
informer for, the FBI. These reSisters learned that the best way to defeat political Grand Juries 
is to render them useless to the FBI and harmless to the movement by absolutely refusing to 
coIiB.oorate.· .. '!)-"';~'1";. ~ (... ~ r ~ H'~"'j~' -.:-t..!"'" " , 

What are JBAKC and PFOC . ' 

The John Brown Anti-Klan COmmittee is a national organ1zation that fights racism. JBAKC 
mob1l1zed to stop the Aryan Woodstock 1n Napa. It organizes forums about the right-wing and 

• j '. • ~ -

its racist, misogynist; anti-gay agenda.. JBAKC and others took up pa1nt and brushes to stamp 
out' x:acist graffiti. ·lfor .15 years JBAKC haS fought 'the Klan, Nazis and thi! racist right. 

- ... .. . - - . ~. ~ - - r "" • ... j I 

l'PFOC is an anti-imperialist organization active 1n the ,women's~ AIDS, gay liberation and 
anti-racist movements. PFOC also works 1n·solicta.ri.ty With CentrBl American and other na-
tiOnalliberatioii"movements: :. ~ ~., J,l, 5'.:.: ,.:--'.- .~. --- ' ••. :,,; - .- ~ 
~" .. ~ ..... '; .... _ ... \'~ ..... -

For more information please call: 415/330·5363 .... ' .. 
_" !! ~ '.11 "'" - ... ~ ~ . i ,.., ., ... 7"" .:... .~. '.; j 

John Brow,n Anti~IQan_Committee 't, ,".' .. 
220-9th Street,:#443, San FrancisCO, CA 94103 ," 

-'-0- ...... '. 
Prairie Fire Organizing Committee 

'- PO Box, 14422, San Francisco"CA 94114 ", ..., 
.. - ",," ' .. " ~ - ... •• ~ . 0.#' ._. I _, _...... .' -" t ~ 

:~ I~t').:" .. ~;... ...- ..... r Ct"--'" ...... -- - i: '\ - .... - "" .. ~ ..,. ........ - - ... '. 

At~~hed pleas:~ the:.note.t~~ fo!loi,ifg~~: .1,~; n: ,,:~~.;t~~dt~-
.. oq : 1 '1 _ l(""i, . l' S'J 
Letter from the National Conference-of Black Lawyers; ':_ 
y . 

-Court papers' submitted by JBAKC attorneys 1n Chicago; 
'-- , Si.!.z.~;,.r" 

..... "1 ,"'1 ' 
All the Subpoenaed Public Documents of the JBAKC \,. ~ I' .. _ f·, 

~- ~ ';" -' . .... !:.c.:.:c;, .... , 
:. , . -.. '--- .. - .. -
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National Conference of Black Lawy~rs 
126 - WEST - 119 STREET • NEW YOf<K , N,Y, 10026 • (212) 864·4000 

-
FAXED ~ • -. ' . • • . T: 

' . • };J..:: _ '- ... , .a... ... . . .. .... _ 4 I 
~July 25, 1989. ~ " ~ 
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Judge John Grady 
____ ~--~chie t-~ud9~~~--~----------~--------------==_=~~~--~~~~'~' ---·-~--____ __ 

Northern- Distric~'o~ Illinois 

/ 

" 

I 

U.S. District Court 
219 South.. Dearborn., c, ",.~ .:. : 

.'Room 2541"-- . 
~ '-' , 

Chicago, ,.~L 60604 

Re: Subpoenas of Bob Wells and Henry Bortman 
GJ 1044 

. 
Dear Judge Grady: 

-: ~ " 
- , . 

The National Conference of Black La~~ers urges you to quash 
the grand jury subpoenas issued for Bob , ,Wells and Henry Bortman'. · 
The subpoenas are unfounded and unnecessary and thus serve only to 
harass these men .and the orqanizations they represent. ',' :"~ -- " 

The FBI has · represented to Jan Susler .- attorney for these ' ,: 
men, J that they do not believe that the John Brown Anti-Klan 
organization was responsible for the threats issued on stationary 
that had the organization's name. Indeed, they indicated that the 
stationary. used- did not appear to be authentic." on the basis of '" 
these statements, there obviously is no need for the SUbpoena .• 
process .to be utilized ~ .... " ~Y"= •. ; '''.' . -,:~~ '--'. ... .... . ~.&. . --- .... . -

The grand jury process has been subj:ected to serious crit'iclsin: :> 
for a number of years by a cross-section of organizations and . 
individuals. , One of the major. complaints ' is that the · grand : 1urYC~ 
process is us'ed as a ' fishing expedition as opposed to a legitimate 
inquiry . into possibl,.e illegal activity • • This is such ' a ·case ;··:· We ',­
ask that you· not ' allow the grand jury process to be misused in this 
way . . ~ .. ~._ .1 .: ". ' n .. ,'-
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jms8! ji-grand.qua R:::.~~IVED 

IN TH:: 
FOR THE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

2" EAST:::Rl~ DIVISION 

'j 'J 'J I ' 'iC ':''C'! -
j ''';:" .... - ;..J''; '" 

IIJ~i'I ' F. GR.t..DY 
In re ~ 

Grand Jury Subpoenas for 
Robert Wells and John 3rown 
Anti-Klan CommLttee 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

89 GJ 1 0 44 
U 5 D STRiCT COURT 

;; ;-i:::;= JUDGE 

Judge John Grady 
Senior Judga. 

::';.. - ..... ~ . _ r- ~ :.: .... ~. ;" . ::"'~'"!:';":'! i'!: *d 

MOTION TO QUASH GRAND JURY SU3POENA AND SU3POENA DUCES TECUM 

Robert Wells and the John 3rown Anti-:<lan Committee 

(J3AKC), by their atto rney Jan Susler, :nove co quash the _grand 

jury subpoe:1a and subpoena duces- tecum served on , them July 20, 

1989 and returnable July 25, , 19g9 at 3:15 p.m. an:i s':ate: 

. l.. , The-. ;:>redominant reason- for . the issuance. of ~ the 

sub?oen3. ' a:ld sUb;;JO-:i13 ' d~ces - t2cum is to infringe.-_ on t:"!'re 

su~p6enaees ~ ~irs~ ' Ame~dment ' rights of ' association ~n~ _ar?res-- . 

sion, to chill. an'd / or - prev",nt:' -them from pursuing ' their work: 

against racism, white supremacy, and the Ku Klux Klan_ ~ 

' 2. Mr . . ;~ell 's and · the - John arown Anci-Klan . Co:nmi'ttea 

strongly be~ieve chat , the federal grand jury .is a .tool :.of , 

po·!iticaL.repress{on ;' hi'stori·c .a·ll y; :used , by the governmenc -to 

disru?t arid "destroy ' political ~ organizations" aild mOlTemen.t S' Esuc h: 

as th. al~ck liberation ~olTement ' and the Puerto Ric~n~ indepen ~ 

den'ce mov'e 'ment : The John arown Anti-Klan Committee has' ;:>,.1-' 

' blished articles ~ and editorials so' stating : ::;' This ' unde'l'st:andi'n,g' 
-' 

has led them to the position of non-collaboration -~of :refu~£ng 

to cooperate .with efforts to destroy legitimate ;:>olitical mOlTe~ 



/ 

.' 

men;:s, of . refusing co t~s;:ify or .,::-oyide exempla::-s :0 the grand 
I 

jury. Members · and former members of the John 3rown Anti-Klan 

Commitcee haVe served . monchs in jail. for ~ contem?t for refusal 

to testify before federal grand ju::-ias. , ." j. _ • . : 

3. The John B::-own Anti-Klan Commitcee publicacions sought 

by . the _sub?oena dUCeS tacum are readily available through means 

other- than g::-and ju::-y subl'oena. The lit:eracure dissaminaced 

oublicly, . including th::-ough bookstores • . Furthermore, t!1e F3I, 
~ __ • J< •• ,~. .. •• ~ 

in Coincelp::-o faShion, has consistenelY c surveilled. .ma::lbers ?f 
./ 

tha. John.. 3rown -":lti-Klan Committee, including Mr. Walls, and . ,~- .. , . - . 

undoubee.dly already has ehe publicacions. 

4. TJ:le John Brown Anti-Klan CO::lmittea seationary sought 

, disoositive .of .. the . in .. ~estiga.cion, for . eVen if. it . resemblad chat 
~ • - ... - ":' - • ,.# - ... • - :J' • 

uSed by _cha sender, . it could have been scolan or du?licatad. 
_. W"_':-"'~'_ 

-_ The F31 itself and in collaboration . ~ ith . .,ro~ocacaurs and right 

wing groul's has be~n ~nown co haVe fo~ged and condoned the 

' writing of latters. like thOSe which are the subject of , the 

dis c.re.di 
........ 11 ..t 

_ individuals ...... - . .... . . and 

" 5_ , Accocding ; to f31 Soecial Agent John Larsen, who served _ . -- •. - . . 1"\ . 

the subl'oenas in qUestion ' and .~ who_ is-, .conduc,ting the ---- ----';> 
investigation, the grand jury is investigacing leccars purl'ort-

" ;-_.,' . "' - ". 
ing co be from the John 3rown :An.ti-Klan .Commi ttea -threa teniag 

--
the life of the U.S. Accornay, 

. ,)_ .... r-

as well as similar lettars f::-om 

anothar .,oli tical organiza tioI]-. threa tening the liVeS of- the 
: .... r .. 

2 

.-' 



U.S. At:tO!:'n"y, tne F3I, a:1:i tilo: p!:'o:sidant:. 

howeva!:', admit:tad t:o couns"l that the latta!:'s ~ppa~:: to be 

phony, ~nd a;:>;:>a'3.:: t:o ha'la !:J:en w!:'Lt:t:en by some~ne t:cying t:o 

disc::e~it t:he ocg~niz~t:ion. iie fuct:h:c admitt:e:l that he be-

lievad th~t ~t". Wells ~nd t h : John 3=own Anti-Kl~n Committee 

did not wcite oc send the lett:ecs. 

5 . Couns21 infocmed AUSA Gillogly of th- position of non-

colla!:Joc~tion Mc _ Walls ~~d the - John 3cown Anti-Kl~~ Committ:ee . ~. "\ .... 
would 3.S3Ume, a:1·d of cne cO:1te 'nts of her con·"c~s3.:.i~n wi:.h 

Agent L~!:'sen, ~s:<ing the AUS.~ to withdca· ... tha sub?oenas, oc at 
- • .."" I.. ..,.,. I ., .... "'.(..~ ./ I • 

le3s~ jel3.Y thehl 9~nding tM: results of othec inv23ti~ative 

effo::t:s. He declined. 

7. The Cour-c i5 faCed with the ;>=ob3.bility, ~:'~n, of 

hol:ling iCl con tem?t and ?ossibly j~iling a subp::>:n~ea who the 

FaI does no t: sus;:>act of a:1Y w=ong:l::>ing, wh::> is sub;>o"naed 

solely becaus: of the ex:ccise of his First Am=:1~rnent rights. 

;-1ii SR.E <OR.E, :<0 be r t: 1-1 ells 3. nd t:he Jo hn S::own ACl ti -KIaCl 

Co:nmi ttee urge this Court to quash t:he subpoe,l3. ~nd subpoen~ 

duces tecum fo~ their testimony, exem~lars and documants. 
'I 

Da t-2:J: July 21, 1989 

. Respectfully submitte'd, 

~. 
JAN \ SUSLER 
~S. De3.rbocn 
SUl.te 1607 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 653-5046 

Attorney for Robect w"lls 
the John 3rown Ant:i-Klan 
Committee 
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