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1 Letters

Cuba Has to Do More Than Fix Up Its Prisons

To the Editor:
Thirty-two years after Nikita S.

Khrushchev's well-known but "se
cret" de-Stalinization speech to the
20th Congress of the Soviet Commu
nist Party, the meaning and horror of
Stalinism have been recognized and
acknowledged by Soviet leadership.

Yet while Stalinism is in retreat in
Eastern Europe, it still flourishes in
the Western Hemisphere. Six years
after Stalin's death, Fidel Castro built
a Stalinist state, with all its totalitar
ian trappings, in Cuba. For many
years, believers in democracy averted
their eyes, ignoring that a state resem
bling that depicted in George Orwell's
"1984" had been created at our door
step. Only in the last few years has
adequate attention been paid to the na
ture of the Cuban dictatorship, to its
extremes of repression.

Fidel Castro has felt it necessary to
respond. He has decided to deal with
only one of the many criticisms lev
eled at his system: he is fixing up his
prisons. Torture is to be ended; other
improvements in prison conditions
are to be made.

The torture and misery of Cuban
prison life was only one aspect of the
Cuban dictatorship. Another and
critically important aspect of the
Cuban prison system is that it con
tained and still contains many who
have been convicted fot political of
fenses, for the exercise of freedom of
expression, for attempting to organ
ize workers and for other acts that
are internationally recognized as
human rights.

Beyond that, Cuba has instituted
through its secret police a vast net
work of neighborhood spies that
seeks to check up on every one of its
citizens; uses the schools, the press
and the electronic media to brain
wash the population, distribute jobs
and educational opportunities, and
rations goods based on a family's
political conformity. It holds an en
tire country in the tight grip of a tiny
leadership group, headed by a single,

all-powerful dictator. President Cas
tro now tries to divert attention from
these Stalinist features of the state he
runs by calling out to the rest of the
world: Come and look at us; you can
see that we have stopped torturing
our prison inmates.

And the innocents come and look,
and then announce to the world that
Fidel Castro has stopped torturing
prison inmates. Yet his totalitarian
dictatorship continues without any
other change.

But having succeeded in getting a
group of Americans to go along with
his trick of reducing the Cuban human
Tights question to prison reform by al
lowing that group to look at his prisons
and provide him with a favorable rat
ing, President Castro has the gall to
demand that the United States Gov
ernment allow Cuban operatives to in
spect our prisons.

It is our unwillingness to play Presi
dent Castro's game that Tom Wicker
criticizes (column, June 21). Mr.
Wicker thus signs up with the moral-
equivalence school, which has lost all
sensitivity to repression if it emanates
from those who identify with the far
left. Richard Schifter

Asst. Secy, of State for Human
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs

Washington, June 25,1988


