
To: Committee to End the Marion Lockdown
From: Nancy
Date: June 23,1988
Re: Detroit/Ann Arbor/Lansing Trip

The Detroit/Ann Arbor /Lansing trip was overall great - people there had
worked hard to prepare for itand we found it very productive and
informative. The background to this trip is that although we have been in
touch with Bill Hayden for quite some time, and he has been involved for
years in work related to criminal justice, the immediate impetus derived
from the fact thatthe Department of Corrections in Michigan is at this
very moment opening a Super Max prison in Ionia explicitly modeled after
Marion. We have said for quite some time now that one of the reasons we
oppose Marion is because we understand that it is the model, that we
would see the proliferation of control units. Well, Super Max makes that
prediction an unfortunate reality. Whether it is the first oronly one
(beside Lexington) at this point, we don't really know.

We spent one very full day in Detroit where we were hosted by Bill Hayden
of the American Friends Service Committee who had set up a very full and
energetic schedule. We were interviewed by two major newspapers-the
Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press. The interviews were long, with
the reporters asking lots of good questions. Bill participated as well,
stressing the opening of Super Max in Ionia. Despite what appears in the
newspapers, the discussions were productive in and of themselves. An
article did appearthe next day in the Detroit News. We haven't seen the
Free Press yet. We were interviewed on three radio stations. WDET
turned out to bea NPR station. We told them about the NPR Marion piece.
They are going to contact Lyden or Schiller and may run the series they
did. The interview we did ran that afternoon but we didn't catch it since
we were running around. WWJ, one of the two largest stations, did the
second interview live - two 10-minute segments. WLTI was the third
station. That interview is to run on Sunday morning. All the interviewers
seemed interested, some were fairly informed. By and large, theyviewed
us as faced with a difficult task. One referred to the "lock 'em up and
throw away the key" period. Another commented that we were trying to
swim upstream against a tide that's impossible to overcome, that the
mood of the country is for more and more prison.construction. A third
warned us that her editors would probably cut and change her copy.
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We did a luncheon with the Detroit National Lawyers Guild. About fifteen
people attended. The discussion was lively and wenton for quite some
time, although we were told in advance that everyone would probably
leave right after lunch. The staff person, Paquetta Palmer, isvery
energetic and enthusiastic. She suggested that perhaps they could do
something in Detroit, such as a vigil, around the time of the next
anniversary of the Lockdown. There was a discussion as well about what
to do about the opening of Super Max at Ionia.

The evening program was at Barth Hall. It was co-sponsored by the AFSC
and Bishop McGehee, Jr. About 30 peoplecame, which we thought was
extraordinary since we were up against the final game of the NBA
championship and stifling heat. A representative of Bishop McGehee and
Bill gave opening remarks, emphasizing the Super Max development. We
showed the 20/20 segment on Marion on a huge screen that Bill had rented
and Steve spoke. There was lots of discussion both from the audience and
around the table afterwards. The audience seemed quite varied. There
was one woman who had spent 19 days in jail for a protest action against
the Cruise missile, some worked in criminal justice-related areas, one
man is in correspondence with Bill Dunne at Marion, another was a
reporter from the Wayne State University student paper, one woman is a
friend who works with Against the Current. Etc. We sold a good deal of
literature that night.

Overall we evaluated the evening program and the entire events of the day
as a great success and reflective of the great effort Bill Hayden had put
into it. It was a 15-hour day - 7:30 to 10:30 pm!

On Wednesday we traveled to Ann Arborwhere we were hosted by Penny
Ryder of the AFSC. She is a staff person of AFSC whose area of
concentration is criminal justice. She is fairly new to the job but has
done a great deal. She told us of an ambitious conference that she had put
together this last April (brochure attached). The AFSC office there is a
real resource of literature and other materials that pertain to prisons and
criminal justice. Penny described to us the program that they've
developed around visitation for women and children in the Michigan
prisons. The program was quite small. Besides Penny, there were two
other people and a reporter from the Ann Arbor newspaper. One was a



woman we had contacted before leaving who has been on our mailing list.
She has been working on the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee. She
reported, however, that all legal recourse has failed for Leonard and it is
somewhat unclear where to go from here. She says some people in the
Peltier committee are starting to do more general prison work. She has a
good friend at Marion, a Native man, but has not been to visit him because
the whole process around visiting is just too awful, especially for him.
She hopes he will be transferred soon and then she will visit. She says
there have been quite a number of Native prisoners at Marion. She works
in a progressive bookstore in the area, and took two of the Tribunal books
on commission and bought one for herself. The other woman is a strong
feminist, has been involved in batteredwomen shelters and is currently
running for Commissioner in Ann Arbor. We showed both the 20/20 and
the slideshow since itwas so informal and interestwas very high. People
really liked them both. Penny wants to obtain a copy of both for their
office. Although the number of people we met in Ann Arborwas small,
each was interesting and interested and we felt itwas quite worthwhile.
Great to have names on mailing lists and voices on phones turn into real
people. Penny promised to keep us informed of theirwork and we hope to
return some time to Ann Arbor, perhaps to participate in their future
conferences.

The evening took us to Lansing where we spoke at a program organized by
Beth Arnovits of the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency. About 20
people attended. Before the meeting we debated what would be the most
effective approach-slideshow, 20/20 orverbal presentation. We opted
for the slideshow. That resulted in a lively debate and helpful comments
from the very interesting and knowledgeable group of peoplewho attended.
Some were social workers or psychologists thatworked in the area of
criminal justice, two for the Department of Corrections. Some were
attorneys and paralegals. Quite a few people were staff of the MCCD
whose hospitality and conversation made that part of ourtrip very
enjoyable.

The theme of the opening of Super Max permeated all our meetings.
Everywhere we went people were trying to figure out what to do about it
in a serious manner. Hopefully, our trip will have contributed towards
some networking on the partof people in those three areas to do some
joint work around it. The contactwe made with people, and the feedback



we gotwill surely enrich our work, and we hope in the future we can all
participate in some joint efforts to change the "lock 'em up and throw
away the key" mentality.

We kept careful track of literature sales. We sold 13 Tribunal books, 14
NPR pamphlets, 6 Amnesty International Reports, and IACLU report. We
also gave out a great deal of free literature including our basic brochure
and Tim's letter re health conditions.
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" Ionia plan
to toughen
security is

By Janette Rodrigues -';
News staff writer - •'

Prisoner and human rights activ- ' -
ists, campaigning against the -
start-up of a supermaximum securi-- -"
ty program at the Michigan State '
Reformatory in Ionia, say the pro
gram is modeled aftera prison criti-. •;
cized by Amnesty International for'"«
civil and human rights violations.

Steve Whitman, a Northwestern "
Universityprofessor of urban affairs
and co-founder of the Committee to
End the Marion Lockdown, is at
tempting to gather grass-roots sup
port in Michigan against super maxi
mum security programs modeled
after the one at the federal peniten
tiary in Marion, 111.

Amnesty International recently
issued a report condemning the Mar
ion facility, where prisoners have
been locked in their cells 23 hours a .
day since 1983. The facility has
violated many of the watchdog orga-. ..
nization's standard minimum rules .t
governing the treatment of prisoners
throughout the world, the group says* ','.

It is the first such report done by .•
Amnesty International on a prison in •„
the United States.

Proponents of super maximum -'
security prisons say they are needed "••
to control incorrigible prisoners. The *
procedures are to be implemented-
Aug. 1at the 361-bedIonia facility. m

It should take an inmate twu-T
years to get through the Ionia facili-**
ty's super maximum security pro*>
gram and back into a regular maxi>; **•
mum security prison. For the firs^ *
year of the three-phase program?; -
inmates will live in solitary confine* \
ment — allowed out of their cells for *
a minimum of 10 hours a week. Daily
shower and exercise time will be
considered out-of-cell time. Prison
ers will be allowed one visitor and
one phone call a month.

After a year of good behavior,
restrictions will gradually be eased.

"Ionia is a major step in the wrong
direction," said Bill Hayden, a mem
ber of American Friends Service, a ;
local civil rights activist group. -.

But Ionia prison officials hope the
super maximum security program
will ease growing tensions among the
23,000 inmates in Michigan prisons. . -


