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On Wednesday, July 27, 1988 a coalition of organizations and concerned

individuals will hold a press conference to denounce the recent decision by
the United States Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit to allow the

continuance of the lockdown at Marion Federal Penitentiary and the brutal

conditions associated with it. The press conference will be held at 10:00 A.M.

at 343 South Dearborn, Suite 1607.

On April 1,1988 the 7th Circuit heard an appeal of a lawsuit charging Marion
Prison and the Bureau of Prisons with cruel and unusual punishment. The
appeal followed a lower court denial of relief in a class-action suit brought
by prisoners at Marion. The suit was in response to conditions which have

been imposed at the prison since the initiation of the lockdown there in

October of 1983.

All of Marion is a Control Unit, which has kept prisoners locked in their cells

for 23 hours aday for almost five years. When the case was originally
heard, over 90 prisoners stepped forward atgreat risk to themselves to

testify about the physical and psychological brutality of the lockdown.
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These men described the beatings, the finger probes of the rectum, the

chaining of men to their beds spread-eagle for days at a time, and the

deadening psychological effects of Marion's behavior modification attempts.

Although District Judge James L. Foreman rejected all the prisoners'

testimony and all these claims, and although the 7th Circuit has now aligned

itself with Foreman's decision, the international community has responded

very differently.

Amnesty International, the Nobel prize winning organization that monitors

human rights abuses throughout the world, issued a report last year

condemning Marion in the strongest possible terms. (A copy of this report is

available from the Committee to End the Marion Lockdown.) Amnesty

concluded that Marion's policies violate the United Nations' standard minimum

rules for the treatment of prisoners, saying "there is hardly a rule in the

Standard Minimum Rules that is not infringed in some way or other." Amnesty

added that conditions there amount to "cruel, inhuman, and degrading

treatment." In fact, Amnesty went so far as to send to the director of the

Bureau of Prisons a copy of another of its reports entitled "Safeguards

Against Torture."

In contrast, in the spring of this year, human rights specialists from the

United States visited Cuba's prisons at the invitation of the Cuban

government. The team included representatives from Human Rights Watch,

the Institute for Policy Studies, and Americas Watch. The team concluded

that "they heard no reports to support United States charges of torture or

executions in the prisons." (New York Times, May 31,1988, page 5). The team

also concluded that most prisoners in Cubawork a regular work week at



constructive jobs, almost all prisoners are paid the same wages as civilians,

conjugal visits are well established, and prisoners are provided with

education to bring them up to the ninth grade level. Not one of these

conditions prevail at Marion - orat most other U.S. prisons. It is little

surprise then thatthe State Department has refused to grant visas to a Cuban

delegation of jurists who wish to come to the United States and visit prisons

here, including Marion.

The major media have also recently turned a good deal of attention to Marion.

National Public Radio has done three shows on Marion, Dan Rather had a story

on Marion in February, and on March 18 "20/20" had a long segment on the

brutality of the prison.

Dostoyevsky said that if you want to understand a society, you should look

within its prisons. Viewed this way, Marion is an indictment of United States

society. Conditions there are as brutal as any that have ever been described,

even in South Africa. But the Bureau of Prisons is not stopping with Marion.

It is planning to open a Control Unit prison for women in Marianna, Florida

that will replace the Lexington Control Unit, which is slated to be closed as a

result of enormous public pressure. Furthermore, corrections officials from

over 20 states have toured Marion in contemplation of opening Control Units

across the country.

In 1975, the warden of Marion, Ralph Aron, testified to a federal court court

investigating the prison: "The purposeof the Marion control unit is to control

revolutionary attitudes in the prison system and the society at large." Judge

Foreman said then that "In several instances [the control unit] has been used



to silence prison critics. It has been used to silence religious leaders. It has
i

been used to silence economic and philosophical dissidents." Nothing about /

Marion has changed since then - except now the entire prison is a control unit /

and Judge Foreman and the 7th Circuit of the Court of Appeals have decided

that Marion's brutality is constitutional.

Speakers at the press conference will call upon concerned citizens to become

involved in the efforts to put an end to the lockdown at Marion and the

inhuman conditions there. We cannot be fooled by the assertion of the courts

that conditions at Marion are constitutional. Apartheid is constitutional in

South Africa, and the occupation of Palestine is constitutional in Israel.
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