COMMITTEE TO END THE
MARION LOCKDOWN

A BRIEF REPORT ON THE APRIL 1 APPEALS HEARING

On Friday April 1, the appeal of the denial of the class action suit filed
by the prisoners at Marion to end the lockdown and the barbaric conditions
associated with it was heard in the 7th Circuit of the Court of Appeals in
Chicago.

CEML and the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
organized for this hearing. We published a leaflet inviting people to a
demonstration in front of the federal building, from 9:30 - 10:30 am. This
was followed by going upstairs to witness the appeal and lend our support
to the lawyers and, of course, the prisoners at Marion. About 3000 leaflets
were printed and all were given out. Most were distributed throughout the
city in advance of April 1. On April 1 several CEML members arrived at the
federal building at 7:30 am to leaflet people who worked in the building
and to invite them to attend the hearing.

The demonstration itself was quite successful. About 100 people
attended, marched in front of the building for about an hour, chanted
loudly, and carried many placards and banners. The demonstration would
have been larger but many of our religious friends had to attend the Good
Friday march for peace and thus were not able to be with us.

We also made an effort to do a lot of press work. A press reiease was
written and sent to television, radio, and press throughout the city. The
media arrived on time and an extensive press conference was held.
Speaking were Alejandro Molina, a spokesperson for the National
Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War, Jan Susler, an attorney,
and Steven Whitman for CEML. One rather long article was printed in the
Chicago Tribune's early edition and a shorter version was printed in the
later addition. Both are attached. In addition, three television stations
carried parts of our statements and at least four radio stations, including
National Public Radio, did likewise. Almost all of these reports discussed
not only the barbaric conditions in Marion but also part of the political
analysis that we were putting forward - Marion's special role in holding
political prisoners and the racist nature of the entire prison system, for
which Marion is the capstone.

We will not know the results of the court proceedings for some time.
However, the show of support that was generated on April 1 was an
indication of the understanding of the importance of Marion that is
growing.
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